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tothe end, that they which would 


be admitted into the Church, ſhould | 
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Apoſtles Doctrine , as the moſt 
conceive ; is not much materiall 
to be examined : It is ſufficient for 
us, to know, that 1t 1s received by 
a Generall conſent of the whole 
Church. 

And although the Article of 
Chriſts Deſcending into Hell ; hath 
for ſome time, in ſome Churches, 
not been received : yet this is no 
more then hath befallen ſome parts 
of the holy Scripcure it ſelfe. For, 
the Epriitleto the Hebrewes, and the E- 
piftie of Saint Inde, and ſome other, 
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firſt profeſle the Beliefe of theſe Ar- {c 
ticles ; and theſe being beleeved, by 
| were thought to bee ſufficient, to fc 
ſhew the profeſſed Faith of an Or- at 
thodoxe Chriſtian, But whether ac 
the Apoſtles themſclves were the le 
Penners of it,as ſome havethought | ac 
or whether ſome other, out of the 
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Ar- ſome time, in ſome Churches, not. 
ved, beene admitted. But howſoever, | 
, to former times, have had ſome ſcruple | 
Or- about this Article; yet wee mult | 
ther admitit now without ſcruple ; un- } 
the lefſe we will make ſcruple alſo, to } 
It! admit the Article of beleeving the 
the, Holy Catholike Church , ſeeing the | 
10lt] Holy Catholike Church, hath long} 
141] fince admitted it intoour Creed, as | 
tOr| an Article neceſſary to be belceved j 
by of every Chriſtian man, | 
ole] And it ſeems to containe a Brevi- | 
ateof thoſe things, which ofa Chri- | 
of| tian manare Credends, ro be Belee- } 
ath| yed : as the Ter Commandements, a | « 
 Breviate of things that are Agenda, | 
N9| to be done; and the Lords Prayer, 
rtsS! a Breviat of things, that are Sranda | 
Or, to be Prayed for: which Three, as 
E-| they differ not much in the number 
cr, | of their Articles: ſo they ſeeme to | 
Or! havea great coherence, one with an- 
e| B 2 other | 
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other : For, what wee Beleeve, by 
that wee have reaſon to doe ; and yye 
what we are to doe; that we have an 
juſt cauſe to Pray for, to be enabled fe 
rodoe; That whilſt our Beleeving it 
is manifeſted by our doing ; andithe 
our doing proſpered by our Pray-|yy; 
ing: The man of God may bee madt\tic 
perfect in every good worke, It wee|wl 
ſhould doeas muchas wee arecom-|(ti; 
manded todoe; and not beleeve as| w] 
much, as we are taught to beleeve;|ar 
thatdoing would doeus little good:| Ls 
and if wee ſhould bcleeve as much: 
as wee are taught to beleeve, andi ne 
not doe as much as wee are com- ! dj 
manded to doe ; that beleeving 
would doe us lefſe good : Then be 
onely will the benefit of both of ico 
them accrew unto us, when Beleefe | Re 
is joyned with Adjon , and Faith | w 
with good Workes - without which th 
{ conjunRion, there may be LES, pe 
zur | 
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Ve, but there will bee no Fruit. For if 
1nd we ſhould do the Commandements, 
Veand not beleeve this Creed,o':r Pro- 
led feffion would want the Baſis ; and 
DS if beleeve this Creede, an.invt dee | 
ndithe. Commandements, if would ; 
1Y-|want the Coronzs. And fo theſe Ar. 
ade|ticles are the fundamentals, of that 
'ee|which istobe belceved of a Chri- 
mn-|ſ{tian; butthe fundamentals of that 
as) which 1s to be done of a Chriſtian, 
Ee;lare the Commandements in the 
»d:{Law, ard in the Goſpell. Bott | 
ch: which Fundamemals muſt be joy- 
nd | ned together, to make up the buil- | 
n-: ding of our ſalyation. | 
Ng And this ſumme or Breviate of 
en be'icte, which wee call our Creede , 
of \conſiſts of two parts, Perſone & | 
fe | Res : Firſt, the Perſoiis 1n whom | 
th 'wee muſt beleeve; and then the i 
ch [things which we muſt beleeye. The: 

s, perſons in whom to belceve are} 

Ut | B 3 three ;' 
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three; God the Father, God the Son, we 
ana God the Holy Ghoſt : Three Per- er 
ſons and ene God ,, Bleſſed for ever, ist 
I hethings which weareto beleeve of 
{are five : of which the two firſt, an: 
which are,- The holy Catholique be 
Church, and the Communion of Saints, wi 
as they heere ſtand next to the Ho-\ W' 
ly Ghoſt» ſo moſt properly they) ov 
relate ro the Hely Ghoſt - He beingf w 
the fountaine of SanRtification, of| w 
which theſe two are ſtreames. The| 9! 
nexttwo, whichare the Forgiveneſſe\ i 


Body, ſeeme properly to referre to] ti 
God the Sonne : in whoſe merits; | t 
as Man, a'l finnes are forgiven : | fi 
and by the power of whoſe Rifing, 
as God and man, ſhall be our Reſur- 


{being the Author of Life ; 1 whom 
| we 


{iS the Life Evcrlaſting, moſt proper- 
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re&ion, And then the Laſt, which |! 
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ly relates to God the Father : He 1 
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Son, we al live,& move, and have our being, 
Per- & ſhal have our eternal being, And this 
ver, is the Coherence, Perſonarum & Rere, 
eve of the Perſonsin whom robeleeve, 
rſt, and of the Things, which we arero 
;qae belceve. If wee thould know in 
ts, whom to beleeve, and not know 
Ho.\ what to belceve, we ſhould want 
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what to beleeve, and not know in 


| tnat nothing can be added, cither 


1n the holy Scripture; and to brin 


our leon: and it we ſhould know 


whom to belceve, we ſhould want 
our Teacher: and therefore to 
make both perfect, both are heere 
expreſt ; and expreft ſo punQtually, 
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| 
ro make it plainer , or to make it! 
fuller. | 
And heere it may not beamille, | 
for the credit of our Creede; (be- | 
fore we goe further) to ſhew that 
all the Articles of it, are contained 
{ome place of Scripture, for a Te. 
B + ſtimonial : 
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ſtimoniall of each of them: that if 
may appeare, wee ground not owed 
Belicfe upon Quagmires of uncer-D© 
| tainetie , but that wee have firmelur 
ground to ſtand upon, and it willſta! 
be a worke not long indoing, The 'W 
firſt Article, is the ſubje& of the LE 
| whole Bible, all tending to make, F© 
us belceve in God, The next Ar-|2f 
ticle is the ſubjeRof the whole Go-; > 
ſpell, all rending to make us beleeve| Þ< 
in Chriſt. The next two Articles, | ”” 
of Chriſts Conception and his! h 
Birth, are declared by the Angell | 
tO Foſeph : Feare not Foſeph, to take - 

h 

a 


1 


| 
| Mary thy wife, for that which 6 con- 
i ceived is her, is of the Holy Ghoſt :: 
and ſhe ſhall bring forth a Sonne , and 
thor ſhalt call his Name Feſus, Then 
che next Article of Chriſts ſuffe- 
[ring under Pontizs Pilate ; is ſuffi- 
[cient] y teſtified in Pontivns Pilate, 
; who gave ſentence to have Barra- 
bas | |. 
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at j0.66 releaſed, and Chriſt to be ſcour- | 
 ot;ged : and then his being Crucified, 
cer.Dead, and Buryed ; are for more 
rmeſurcty recorded with their circum- 
willſtances : That he was Crucified be- 
T he tweene two Theeves, and when his 
the Legges ſhould have beene broken, 
ake, he was found to bee Dead betore: | 
\ r. [and then was Buried, and laid ina 
-0-, Sepulchre , where never man had 
vel been laid before, by Foſeph of Ari- 
5, | mathea, 25 all the Evangeliſts reſli- 
1is | fie. But now the Article of Chriſts 
11 | Deſcending znts Hell , makes us at a 
Es | ſtand ; For none of all the Evange- 
;- | liſts bring Chriſt any turther then 
* | his Grave ; there they leave him, 
7|jand ſay not a word more of him, | 
1 {fill his Riſing from the Dead, 
that for any thing appeares yet, this 
Article is like to be loſt, for want 
of a Teſtimoniall, It may ſeeme 
iadeed ſtrange , that this Article 
B5 ſhould | 


III 
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| word [ Hee Jpcrſonates three Eſtates, 
? NS” . 

j as when itis ſaid, Hee was Crucified, 
| Dead, and Buried ; here the Word, | 
{ Zce,, Intends but onely his Body , | 
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| ſhould be in the Creed, and not bes 


found in the Goſpel ; ſeeing ththe 
Goſpel] ſeemes to bee the groundgdy 
from which the Creed is taken. Bitim 
is it not, that the ground of ouze 
Creed is not onely the Goſpell: buzhe 
all the whole Scripture © For thicoy 
 Goſpell ſeemes to deliver no mor ti] 
of Chriſt, then what was viſible, B 
and done in his body : and leafl w 
| viee ſhould beedoubtftull, what be- 11] 
came of his Soule, when his body, o1 


| was dead , therefore this Article} a 


f Hee deſcended into Hell } is added | © 


| For wee may obſerve that in theſe {] 


Articles concerning Chriſt ; this} rn 


and when it is ſaid , Hee Deſcended 


into Hell, heere Hee, intends but on- | 
ly his Soule ; and when it is faid,! © 
Hee | 
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10t bye roſe againe from the Dead , heere 
3 ththe word Hee, intends both his Bo-| 
dungy and Soule together and ſo con- 
. Bitinues inallthe Articles following : 
f Ou Z7e aſcended into Heaven, He ſitteth at 
: buzhe right hayd of his Father , He ſhall 
" thicome to Tudzethe Luick and the Dead ;| 
or till the Word Hee, intends both his 
ble, Body and Soule together. From: 
call whence wee may gather, how it is 
be. like to be with us alſo; that though 
>dy, our ſoules and bodies be parted for 
cle] atime, yet when in the ReſurreRi- 
ed:;| on they once meet againe, they 
ele] ſhall never afterward be partedany 
Ais| more, 

ES,| But thongh this Article ſeeme to; 
,\ have no ground in the Evangeliſts, 
d, | yet in the Apoſtles and Prophets it 
','\ hath ; at leſt the Prophet David 
d ' long before had ſaid in the perſon 
1-| of Chriſt : Thou wilt not leave my 
; foule in Hell ; by which it appeares 
"i Lat 
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that his ſoule was 1n Hell: and therhen 
what time ſo fitfor the being therehim! 
as while his- Body was lying in theher 


| Grave 2 and Saint Paw/alſo ſeemevyne 


to lay as much, where hee ſaithyznd 
He D.ſcenaed into the loweſt parts ofaxe' 
the Earth : which muſt needes bee. 
certainely 'a-lower place then theCr, 
Grave, And ſo between the Pro-of. 


| phet David, and the Apoſtle SaintCt 


| Paul, we {hill be able to make this 4% 
Article, a- good Teſtimoniall, ha- Cl 
ving fi 5m the one,the Place; from wl 
the. © her, the Motion. , David, be 
naming Hef; and Saint Paul, de- A: 
ſcending, in 
| After the ſtop of this Article ,\ C 
wee come againe into the Roade :| G' 
For the Article of Qhriſts Riſing in 
from the Dead, hath not onely the | 47 


Voyces of all the Evangeliſts , but} 
it. ha.h a clowde of Witneſles be- || © 
ſtdes. Saint Pal affirming, that more\\ | 
h then 
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therhen five hundred bretbren at once, ſaw 
1crehim being Riſen from the dead, Then 
| thehenext Articles, ('whether two or | 
mevne) of his. Aſcending into heaven, | 
ithund fitting as the Right hand of God, 
's #areinſuch manner teſtified by Saint 
bee. Harke, that the words of the 
theCreed are but the very Tranſcript 
ro-of his Text. Then the Article of 
1ntChriſts comming to 1»dge the Quick 
his and the Dead, is Proclaimed as from 
12- Chriſt himſclfe s that 1t is Hee, 
Im which-was ordained of God, to 
d, be Judge both of quicke and dead. 
7e- And then the Article of Beleeving 
in the Holy Ghoſt, is made good by f 
,\ Chriſts laſt chargeto his Apoſtles: 
> 2| Goe teach all Nations, BaptiFing then 
| in the name of the Father, of the Son, | 
e | ad of the Holy Gbeſt, and in whole 
tj Name wee are Baptized, in Hin 
- || certainly we have juſt caule to be- 
leeve. But then the Article of be- 
leeving j 
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leeving the Holy Catholiqne Churchit, 
makes us at a ſtand againe z F& 
what place of Holy Scripture caail, 
bee brought for a Teſtimony , d0! 
Beleeving the Catholick Church: wheW 
not ſo much as the word CatholichdC 
is to be found in any place of Holt 


| ly Scripture. For though ſ:me EW! 


piſtles of ſome Apoſtles, be Inſcrihe 
bed Catholicke , yet Inſcription oict 
Epiſtles is no part of the Scripture th 
no more then part of the Epiſtles, B: 
But is itnot © that though the word tl 
Cathelicke be not directly expreſt, 0 
yet it may be direRly inferr'd ; ſee. ( 
ing many places of Scripture binde n 
us to Bt lceve the Church , but no ul 
particular Church : an therctore| 1 
the Catholicke, or Univerſalllf 
Church. Then the Article of thel 7 
Communios of Saints, Is it not fully! [ 
cxpreſt by Saint Paul, where hee | « 
it, There s one Body, and 02 phy 

Fit, | 
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hurcitit, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptifme, | 
. Fqne God and Father of all ; who « above 
re cal, and through all, andin us alt, Then 
y , forthe Article of Remiſyvon of ſinnes, 
wheWe have as many Teſtimonies of 
wlicScripture, as there are words: but 
" Holt may bee Teſtimoniall enough 
1 Ewhich Saint 7ehn givetfl , where 
1{crihe ſaith , The blouwd of Fefws Chrift 
n oclenſeth ws from all our ſinnes, Then 
ture the Article of the ReſwrredFion of the 
tes, Body, though it might paſſe under 
'ordthe Article of Chriſts Reſurrecti- | 
<ſt, on, without any other Teſtimony z 
ſee. (For if Chriſt be riſen from the Dead, 
nde we alſo ſhall riſe from the Dead, ) Y ct 
no it hatha Teſtinony by it ſelt, where 
ore| 1t 15 ſaid , God that raiſed up Chriſt 
all from the Dead, ſhall alſo quicke:; onr | 
he| mortal Bodies, by his Spirit tha: dwel- 
iy! lethin as. And laſtly , the Article 
ce j of Everlaſting Life, is T<ſtified by 


z-,\ gant Fohp, as it were In Red Let- 
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| 


| E verlaſting - 1y 


yy 
ters, where hee ſaith, God [ lovel 
the World, that hee gave his onely bye 
gotten Sonne z that whoſoever beleevera 
in him, ſhould net periſh but have lig) 


;0' 
And now having ſhewed, that aj t 
the Articles are contained in ths. 
Scripture : It remaines to ſhewo: 
what it is: they containe. h 
I ]' Where, firſt it may be dF, 
manded, that as 1n ſaying the Lord 
Prayer, we ſay, Oar Father, takin 


others along with us, and not goit 
[ing our ſelves alone : So in ſay 


ing the Creede, why we doe not ad 
well fay, Wee Beleeve, that ſo weey 
may not goe alone, but take orthersr 
along.with us 9 Is it nor. that Be-? 
licfe is Perſonall ; bur Prayer be-t 


longsto the Communion of Saints: | 


Prayer proceeds from Charity, and 


thereiore is Communicative ; but : 
 Beliefe 


ee A. tn. 
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ſo lougliefe proceeds from Faith, and 
nely bereforc is reſerved. Another may 
eleeveray far mee, but another cannot 
ave lieleeve for me, I muſt beleeve for 
ry ſelfe, another cannot: (I ſpeak 
ot of Infants, but of Adul;i.) It 
hat az nothere, that Per aliams is as good 
In ths Per ſe, and thereforeno ſuch Tye, 
ſheyor ſaying Wee Beleeve, in making 
his Profeſſion , as for ſaying Our 

De deather, in making that Prayer. 
Lord. IT Beleeve: ] But when I ſay, 7 
akingeleeve : Doe well conſider, what 
t goit is I ſay 2 a word indeed ſoone 
lay{poken; but not a worke ſo calily 
2t adones for, we mult not thinke, to 
weeput it off with God, as he did with 
hersmen,. who ſaid, Inravi lingua, men- 
Be: rem injuratam gero » I \wore with my 
be- tongue, but I kept my heart un- 
1ts: {worne. For God is a ſearcher of 
and the heart, and lookes after that ; 
but and as ſooneas wee ſay to him, 7 
fe Beleeve, 


—— 
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| ſo great , but thy undertaking is 


[it: Ir is indeed, more then of our 
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| Beleeve , he ſeemes preſently to ſay 
to 5 3 'Then give me your heart, 
for unlefle you give me your heart, 
[ will never belceve, you ſpcake as 


thou ſceft, how deepely thou hait 
engaged thy ſelfe, by ſaying, 7 ve- 
leeve, and yet thy engagemeat not 


greater, Forto Beleeve is no fuch 
caſte matter, as the World accounts 


ſelves we are able to doe ; Por it 
is a worke of Faith, and Faith the 
zift of God, and ſo we undertake to 
doe that co God, which without 
| Gods aſhitance we cannor doe z as 
though wee had Gods affiſtance at 
command; No my ſoule, but wee 
| muſt bee faine to helpe our ſelves 
with ſaying, I beleeve, O God, helpe 
my unbcliefe. 
* But why amlT ſo forward to Be- 


you mcane, And thus my ſouls, | : 


| leeve, | 


omen 


SO TR p_ 
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| 


leeve, and doe not rather make a | 
ſtand , and doubt 2 Sceing-doub- 
ting is commonly: fafe ;'where:cre- | 
dulity runs headlong into danger? | * 
- | Is itnot that Belceving is accepta- 
ble, and. hath reward, For Abraham 
beleeved, and it was caunted #0 hims for 
Righteonſueſſe ; where Nort-Belee- 
ving is diſtruſtful], and hath not ſo | 
much as Hope : and againe, Belee- 
ving: may make me of the number | 
of the Faithfull ; where Not-Belee- 
ving may make me an Infidell : and 
though. Belceving may have kfle | 
worldly-providence, yet certaine- 
ly, Irmay have more ſpirituall wiſ- 
dome, then Not-Beleeving : and 
theſe are Reaſons that make me ſo 
forward to Belceve. 
þ But what reaſon can I have to | 
make me beleeve, when I muſt not 
| beleeve reaſon 9 Nodoubt in mar. 
tets of rhe world; the Ruleis good, | 
to | 
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| to beleeve no more then wee ſee | W 
good reaſon for , andthereupon is | | b1 
the counſell given, wwe 4nicew: | | tl 
* { Becarefull to bee miſtruſtfull : but [c 
| in matters Divine, and belonging li 
| to God, hee tha: beleeves no more ſl 
| then Reaſon warrants, may juſtly-| | 1! 
| be ſaid, not to Beleeve at all, ſee- | d 
ting Beliefe is a worke of Faith, if 
and Faith properly beginnes not her O 

| worke, but, when the Reafon hath 
given over working, 7 
Thcre (eeme ro bee many ind 1ce- t 


ments of B-licte, bur ſpecially two: L 
Fiſt, the Teſtimony of the 'Senſe, C 
 For- who will not beleeve that, l 
which hee ſees with his eyes; bur I 
this beliefe will not ſerve the turne, ) t 
For Faith i ay evidence of things not { 
ſeexe , and therefore wee mult be- 
leeve, though wee doe not ſee. 
Then the Teſtimony of Reaſon, | +» |* 
tor, who will not beleeve that, for z 

which |; 
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| which hee ſces apparent reaſon ? 
| but neither ' will this Bcliefe ſerve 
| the turne, for Faith is above Rea- 
| ſon; and Nrf Crearderitts, non Intel. 
ligets : Unleſſe yee Beleeve, yee 
ſhall not underſtand, and ſo Be- 
| liefe muſt not alwaies ſtay for un- 
derſtanding ; but we muſt be faine 
to have recourſe to this ſtil; 7 beleeve, 
0 God, helpe my nnbeliefe, - | 

Belicfe, indeed, is two fold , Hu- 
mane and Divine : Humane Belicfe 
is alwaics'grounded uporr Senſe or 
Reaſon ; but Divine Belicfe hath 
| other grounds to ſtand upon, ci- 
 therthe ground of Abraham, Qui in 
ſpe contra ſpem credidit : Who con- 
trary to hope Beleeyecd in hope : or 
the ground of thoſe whom Chriſt 
calls Bleſled , Bleſſed are they that 
| have not ſeene, and yet havebeleeved: 
For, we muſt not alwaies looke for 
the favour of Saint Thomas, to bee 


_— 
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allowed to put. aur hands into 
Chriſts ſides before wee beleeve , 
but we muſt ſometimes come with 
Faith, without the concurrence of 
eternall Evidence, and then indeed 
is Belicfe - molt - kindly , when. it 
ſtands not upon the Prop of Senſe 
and Reaſon; which. may be-prepa- 
rativestp Belicfe, but it is Faith that 
gives the confirmation, . . 

Andas there are certaine induce- 
ments:of, Beliefe ; ſo there are cer- 
raine. properties in, Beliefe, It muſt 
be ſteadfaſt without wavering , a(- 
ſured without doubting , confident 
without preſuming ; but aboveall, 
it muſt, bee. rightly applyed for 
without right application, Bcliefe 
is no better then Infidelity : and 
then onely is Beliefe rightly apply- 
| ed, when itis applygdto God : and 
this brings meto ſay.,,. [ 1 veleeve 17 
God : ] For now 1 am ute, I take 

my 
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my ayme right, and apply my Be- | 
liefe A the Si Object, If I ſhould 
apply it toany but God,.it muſt be 
colome Creature ;. and ſceing eve- | 
ry Creature is ſubjeR to a Higher 
Power, what hope could Ihave to 
Belceve inſuch a one, who muſt 
himſclfe Beleeve in another 2 But 
when I apply my Belicfe ro God; 
not onely I may juſtly hope, but I 
may ſecurely be aſſured, ſeeing God 
is a Power Supreme, and hath no E- 
quallto conteſt with him,much lefle 
any Superiour to controule him. It : 
I ſhould Beleeve in man, I might 
feare that which David ſaith , that | 
All men are tyers : but when TI be- 
leeve in God, Iam out of that feare, 
jecing God & the Truth it ſelfe, and 
cannot ye, If I ſhould Belceve in | 
| Angels, I know the Angels did þ 
once fall, and what they did once, } 


they might docagaine, if they were | 
not 
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not upheld by a ſtronger Power, 
and can it bee ſafe Belceving in 


them , who ſtand by the power of 
| another , and not by their owne ? | 


But when 7 beleeve in God, my Be- 
licteis built upon a ſure Foundati- 
ons ſeeing Heaven © Gods Thrope, 
and the Earth his Foot-ſtoole © that heis 
neither capable of Riſing, nor ſub- 
jet to falling, David would not 
put his truſt in man, pronouncing 
him accurſed that ſhould doe it; 
and why ſhould I 2 Moſes would 
not truſt an Angell to be his guide, 
though God himſelfe offered him 


one , and why ſhould I 2 No,my 


foule, but Adherere Deo bounm 6 
It is good ſticking to God; andno 
aflurance indeed of any good, but 
onely in ſticking to him , and de- 
pending wholly upon him, 

And as there are certaine pro- 
pertics of Belicte, to make it bee 
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of Bcliefe, to make it perfet, The 
firſt Degree, is to Beleeve, There i 4 
God, and this Degree is ſo {enfible 


F Te 


and plaine, that hemuſt be a Natu- 
rall foole that belceves it not : as 
David calls him The Foole hath 
ſaid in his heart, There & no God, An-. 
other Degree, is to Belceve him 
in all heſaich, or promiſeth ;, which 
is incffe, but to account him an O- 
racle. Another Degree, is to beleeve 
him to be a Rewarder of them that 


Mmm OI 


and all theſe Degrees of Belicte 
' may be in a man, and yet no true 


| beleeving in God : For, theſe doe | 


| but amount to Credere Deum,or Cre-. 
dere Deo ;, which a man may docas a 


on ; though he make nimſelfe no | 


rights ſo therearecertaine degrees | 


ſerve him, an effe& of his Juſtice : } 


party 1n the matter. The trite Be- 


> 
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ſtander by, and as onely a looker | - 


leeving in God indeed , 15 Credere | 
C 77 | 
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in Decum, to intereſt our ſelves in 
him, to depend wholly upon him, 
to put all our truſt and confidence 
in him ; to account him not one- 
ly eur Oracle to Direct us, but our 
Sancuary to Protect us ; to make | * 
him not onely our Hope, but our | 
| Afſurance, and both in life and 
death, to ſay that to him, * which 
Chriſt ſaid at his death : 7 mans 
tuas Domine,commendo ſpiritum menm, | 
Into thy hands, O Lord, T com-| : 
mend my ſpirit, _— 
I therefore beleeve in God in-| 
deed, but not in Gods, and there- | | 
fore notin Gods, becauſe thereare | 


| 
| 
4 


£4 RI 


no Gods to beleeve in: For if there 
were more Gods then One, there | 
ſhould be none at all, icing it is | 
azainſt the nature of God to bee | 
more then One, Neither indeed, 
will Time or Place allow any 
more, For of Place, !t is truc 
| winch | 
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| which God ſaith of himſelfe, Ce- | 
lum & Terram ego impleo, Heaven 
and Earth I fill: and if One God | 
fill all places, what roome can there 
be for any other And of Time, 
it 15 true alſo, that God is Primum 
Ens, the Firſt Being , but there can 
be but One Firſt, and therefore but | 
Qne God. Andas One multiplyed |. - 
by One, can never make any more 
then One : ſo God being Uaity it 
ſclte, can never be multiplied intoa 
number; bur it is moſt true which | 
the Jewes ſay of him : Hu a'chad xe 
ein ſheni , He is One, and thereis | 
nota Second: and yet perhaps not | 
truce intheir meaning: For they may | 
, meane it ofthe Perſons inthe Deity; 
. of which here is both a Second, and | 
a Third, and yctall Three, but One | 
God, And if there were mote i 
Gods then One, there could bee | 
' no'Belicte ; ar leaſtFbut diſtracted : 
C2 belicfe, | 
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Beliefe ; and diſtra@ion is deſtru- 
| tion to beliefe; For if it be not Fixt 
and Intentive upon One and the | 
ſame power ſtill, it may bee Opt- 
nion, but it cannot be Beliete. 
| But whatis God, or who is the | 
Lord, that I ſhould beleeve in him * | 
For to Belceve in God, and not 
know what God is, were to Beleeve 
inTI know not what, and were like to | 
make but a blind Bcliefe, Is it then, | 
that there is ſomething which is | 
ſecne by being inviſible , which is 
known by being Incomprehenſible: | 
and that, my Soule is God * Oris 
it, there is ſomething, whole Cen- 
ter is every where, and Circumfe- 
rence no where, whole Power is 
Infinite, and in whoſe hands are all 
the corners of the Earth, and that 
my Souleis God ? Orisit, there is 
ſomething, which cannot be ſaid, 
It was; and yet hath alwaies been; 
| Nor 


. 
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Norcannot be ſaid, It wil be, 8& yet 
ſhal be for ever,and that my Soulc is 
God? Or is it,ther is ſomthing, whoſe 
Being cannot be conceived, and yet 
whoſe Being onely 1s conceivable, 
which exceeds the Su7in brightnes, 
yet 15 no quality;theWorldingrear- 
nes, yet 15no quantity, and that, My 
Soule 1SGod? But indeed God is He, 
who brought the Ten great Plagues | 
upon Pharaoh, for preſuming toaske 

this Queſtion, For who can be excu- 

ſed, that takes not notice of his Beirg, 

who is the Author ofal Beize? Who | 
canbeexcuſed,thatknows nor, who j 
Hee is, that onely Is? Andtherefore | 
when Moſes asked God his Name, he 
anſwered, 1am that Iam : meaning, 

that his Being was his Name : For as | 
a name1s proper to thething named, | 
ſo Being 1s proper only to God: all ; 
other things rather ſeeme to be, then | 
are : Or if they bee indeed, yet it | 
C 3 is 
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is but a Being which they have 
from him; ſeeing 1n Him, we all live, 
and move, and have our beins, And 
this 7 am of Moſes, is my 1 am 100: 


{ For it 1s true, which God ſaith of 


himſelte, E20 Deus, & non mator, 
[ am God, and there is none to 
change for me; and therefore in Be- 
lceving inthis 1am; Tam,(Tam ſure) 
in a a right Belicfe, which makes 
meto beginne my Creede with this, 
1 beleeve in God. 

But though the Belicfe, no doubt, 


| betrue; Yet it is butatruth which 


Jewes and Turkes beleeve as well 


[as We z For, they allo Beleeve in | 


God, and in one God ; and ſhall a 


| Chriſtians Belief go no further then 
{ theirs? Yes, my Soule, For, 1 be- 


leeve in God the Father, the firſt Per. 
ſon inthe Trinity, anc this, noJew 
nor Turke beleeves, For they have 


| 2lwaics ſtuck ar One, ard could ne- 
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ver bee gotten to come to Three; 
when yet v.ithout knowing this 
| Three, that One can tieyer be tras- 


truth, this Myſtery of Threein One, 
isa Truth not ſo much to be knizywn, 
asto be Bzlceved, For if it could 
be pertely knowne, It would not 
perhaps bee ſo fit tor a Creede, 
which conſiſts in Believinz , as 
for ſome Art, that conſfiits in 
knowing. But-though I cannot 


| perfectly know this Myſtery , yet ; 


I Belceve it; becauſe I ſubmir my 
underſtanding to Faith ; which 
though I cannot make to goealong 
with Bclicte, as a Companion, yet 
I make it to wait upon Belicfe as a 
Servant: and this, neither Jew, nor 
Turke will be gotten to doe: The 

Ike not ro make their Underſtan- 


ly knowne, Aitho'ga to lay the. 
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ding a Servant ; though they can 
be content to be {crvile themſclves, 
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; yet they will have their underſtan- 
[ding to be Free; and therefore what 
[they comprehend nor, they belceve 
{ not; Fooliſh men, that would bring 
downe Heaven to Earth, and bound 
{the profound Myſteries of God, 
] within the fhallow Iymits of their 
owne braines, 

But what is meant by a Perſon 
1nthe Trinitie, which is neceſſary 
to be known, that when wee ſay, 
{tnerebee Three perſons ; It may 
{not bee thought, we meane Three | 
Gods. Indeed humane Infirmity is 
apt to fall into ſuch errour. Wee 
| muſt therefore know, thata Perſon 
i inthe Trinity, is a Name of Di- 
ſtintion, but not of Diverfitic : It 
makes Alinm > Alinm, but not A- 
lind:& Alind; and it is an Appel- 
lation proper onely to the nature of 
theDeityzand not to be foundin any 
Creature whatſoever. The FR 
of | 
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of the Father is diſtin from the. 
Perſon of the Sonne , and the Per- . 
ſon of the Sonne from the Perſon 
jof the Holy Ghoſt , bur Diſtint 
in Relation, not it Svbfance, and 
all Three Perſons are but One God. 
And to make it p/ainer, wee may 
ſay, that God conſidered as Beget-} 
ting, 1s the Perſon of rhe Faiher, 
| confidered as Begotr-i, is the Per. 
ſon of the Sonne , and conſidered 
as proceeding from the Father and 
the Sonne, is the Perſon 5f the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt z In theſ=s onely 4iftin- 
guiſhed ; inall other poiors of Dei- 
'ty, One, The Father is nor more 
God thenthe Sonne; nor the Son 
then the Holy Ghoſt : Thev are 
Three in Subliſtence, but 075 in 
Subſtance;rhe Subliſtence makes tlic 
 Trinitie the Subſtance, the Dei- 
, tie; an Incffable Myſtery; which 
| we may Beleeve. but caunot Con;- 
| Cy__ = 
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prehend. O my Soule, how much 
re wee bound to God, for revea- 
ling this Myſtery of the Bleſſed 
Trinity to us; and more, for ma- 
king us capable to Beleeve it ; For, 
as without revealing , wee ſhould 
never have knowne it : So with- 
out Grace, wee could never have 
Beleeved it , But now by the Eye 
of Faithz and by the Light of 
| Grace, ug Oe to ”, as It were a 
olympſe of that glorious Appea- 
| be os wee AT ſee Bod wor 
{in 142, repreſented by the Fancie z 
| but in the miraculous Verity of his 
owne Being, whichas none can fee 
| now and live; ſothere ſhall bethen, 
1 no life, but in ſeeing it ; no joy, 

but in beholding it. . 
Burt though . the Perſons in the f 
| Trinity, be.all equall in Deity g yet | 
not-all Equall in ail reſpeqs : For | 
how.then ſhould it be true; which 
Chrift | 
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Chriſt ſaith of himſelte, Pater wa- 
jor eff me, The Father 1s greater then 
I: Not greater then Hee, onely as 
Man ; For, this were no great mat- 
ter; nor greater then He, as God: 
for this were no poflible matter : 
but greater then He, as Sonne, for 
the Sonne is of the Father, the Fa- 
ther is of None: andin that reſpe 


'1s greater then the Sonne ; Nor 


| as God, but as Father, and there- 
fore in the {cnſe, in which Chriſt 
ſaith, The Father 1s greater then I, 
inthat ſenſe doe I place' the Father 
firſt in my Creede, and ſay firſt, 7 
Beleevein God the Father. 
Andthough Icannorapprehend, 
how God being but One, ſhould 
be Three, yet lbeleeve it, and be- 
leeving it, I Adore it; and though 
I .canrot apprehend , how [] Al- 
mighty ] One ſhould be Almighty, 
where Three be Equall. z yet I be- 


leeve 
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leeve it, and belceving it, Iadmire 
it. Indeed if God were not Al- 
mighty, he could not be God, ſee- 
[ing his power ſhould bee limited, 
anda limited Power, implies a grea- 
ter Power that limits it, which 
| ſhould be God, rather then Hee, 
and therefore not Almighty, no 
| God. And againe, if hee were not 
| Almighty, our Beliete in him might 
be fruftrate : For his want of Might, 
| might be inthat, for which wee dc- 
pend upon him; and if no cdepen- 
| ding upon him, then no beleeving 
in him neither ; but now being 
God, and being Almighty : we Be- 
| Iceve in him , not onely juſtly as 
j God; but ſecurely, as Almighty : 
ſeeing whatſoever our- want be 
{ yet he beipg Almighty, can ſupply 
it 5 how great ſoever our Danger 
be, yet hebeing Almighty can De- 
fend us : how ſtiong ſoever our 
Ene- 
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Enemies be, yet he Fins Almigh- 
tiecan Prote&-us ; And as wee are | 
aſſured, that he can; ſo weedoubt 
not, but he will : ſeeing there is in 


| him, no lefſe readinefle to docit, as 


beinga Father; then Power to bec 
able to doe it, as being Almighty. . 
Here. the Atheiſt inferres., that 
God cannot: truely be ſaid to bee 
Almighty, ſeeing there are many 
things which he cannot doe: as he 
cannot Dye, hecannot lye, he can- 
notdeny himſclfe ; and if hee can- 
not doe theſe-things, then he can- 
notdoeallthings; and If hee can- 
not doe all things, then can hee not 
trucly be.ſaid to be Alizhty. But 
who ſees not the groſeneſle of rhis 
ſubtilty, ſeeing theſe are not Aci- 
ons of Power, but Icfirmities ; and 
notto beabletodoe things, which 
ic is not Ability to doe, but Infir- 
mity ; what prejudice can this be 


| to| , 


_— 
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5 | 33 Meaitationsand Diſquiſittons 
to Almightuggſle « And yet, it 
| cannot ſo proPerly be ſaid of God | 
neither, that hee is not able to doe 
| theſe things, as that hee is able not 
to doe them, and ſo his not being 
able, is indeed an Ability, and an 
efte& of Power ; and therefore no 
cauſe for this to deny his Almigh- 
tineſle, but to affirmeit rather. 

But what is more frequent with 
Heathen Writers, then to call their 
fained God Fupiter , Pater Ommipo- 
|2ens, The Almighty Father : and 
what doe we then Beleeve morein 
this, thenthe Heathen doe 5 Wee 
| therefore Adde : [Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth; ] and this no Hea- 
| then man did eyer beleeve : For 
{ſome of them thought the World 
{to be made by chance, and by the | 
caſuall concourſe of Atewes. Some 
| againe, thought it to bee Eternall, 
{and not to have beene made at all : 

None 
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None of them ever aſcribed the 
making it to God, and therefore in 
our Creede we juſtly fay ; God the 
Father, as againſt the Jew and Turk; 
we lay, Almighty, as againſt the A4- 


theiſt; and we ſay, Maker of Hea- 


ven and Earth, as againſt the Hea- 
then, 

Indeed, fiothing doth ſo mani- 
teſtly demonſtrate the Almighti- 
nefle of God, asthe making of Hea- 
ven and. Earth ; becauſe hee made 
them when there was no matter to 
make them off ; as it is ſaid, 77 the 
beginning, God made Heaven and 
Earth : andagaine, 1s the beginning 
tnere was 10 Time ; 10 before Hea- 
ven and Earth, there was no mat- 
ter, and to make them when there 
was no matter. to make them off, 
was to make Something. of No- 
thing, the moſt abtolute Charader 


of Almightincſle that can bee, If | | 


wel 
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| 


| Beaſt : this would: not ſerve to 


| but have angry" 2 it: if they 


|nomorethen Nothing, ſeetng Mat- 


_—_—_ 


| We ſhould ſay, Maker of Min and 


ſhew Almightineſſe, ſeeing there 
was matter, whereof they were 
made, for of Earth they were made 
both : But to ſay, Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, is {o evident an argu- 
| ment of Almightineſſe, that the 
Heathenthemſelves could not chuſe 


had not beene blinded with their 
falſe Principle, Ex Nihito Nihil fit, 
jof Nothing is made Nothing : a 
Principle, true indeedin relation to 
Nature, but falſe in relation ro the 
| Pozwerof God, to whom, Nothing 


| 


{15 as mivch a5 Matter, and:Matter is 


ter and Nothing arc all One to 
him. 

Neither yetis the Almightinefle 
of God, more evidently feene in 


making the Heaven and the _ 
| . = 
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| Joynts unto the Foundation, In 
this Frame, the Heaven which ts the 


upos the Creede. : 4r | 


of Nothing, ſo- contrary to the 
courſe of Nature; then it 1s ſcene in 
making them ina Frame, ſo contra- 
ry to the courſe of Art: For where | 
inall Artificial Buildings,the Roofe 
is alwaies contiguous, by mediate 


Roofe, is ſo farre from being conti- 
guous to the Earth, that there is 
Magnum Inane , an Infinite exten(t- 
onof empty Ayre betweene them, 
And where the Foundation in all 
Artificiall Structures, is alwaies 
laid npon firme ground, that itmay 
ſuftaine and beare it up: In this 
Frame, the Earth which is the 
Foundation,is laid upon nothing but 
thinne Ayre, ſo farre from any 
firmeneſle, that it is alwaies'in mo. 
tions and yet-the Earth it ſelfe ne- 
ver moving. And it wee take the 
Sea, as a part of the Earths Globe, 
Is 
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Is there not as greata wonder in that 
alſo: ſeeing, where all liquid things 
doe naturally overflow all that is 
under them, here the liquid Sea is 
above the Earth,and yet ovcrflowes 
it not. And now ſtand and won- 
der, all yee Heathen, acknowledge 
and admire the Almizhtineſſe of God, 
| that is the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
But is God the Father the onely 
| Maker of Heaven and Earth, Is it 
not ſaid in Saint Fohn: In the Be- 
giuning was the Word , and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God: 
all things were made by him, and with- 
out him was nothing made that was 
| made, It is true indeed, all Opera ad 
Extra, all exteriour works are com- 
mon to all the Perſons inthe Deity : 
but yet in ſome reſpects, they are 
ſometimes appropriated movie to 
One then to another : heere there- 
tore in ſpeaking of Heaven and 
Earth |} 
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Earth ; the Originall of Creatures : 
the making them 1s juſtly attribu- 
ted to God the Father, the originall 
Creator : for otherwiſe it is ſo 
true, that they all had a hand in 
making them, that it is ſaid of the 
Holy Ghoſt alſo, that Spirits Dez 
Incubabat , the Spirit of Goa moved 
upon the face of the waters, and 


what was this but a Fomenting the | - 


worke of the Father andthe Sonne, 
by the Bond of Concord: the pro- 
per worke of the Holy. Ghoſt, 
From hence we may learne,that 
theWorld hath not been from Ever- 
laſting : For if God be Maker of Heaven 
and Earth, then Heaven and Earth 


| were made; and ifmade, then made 


in time: and if made in time, then 
there was a time when they were 
not made. But how could this bee, 
ſeeing there was no time, till they 
were made. But yet there wasa ſpace 


of 
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of Duration, and that ſpace had 

beene from Everlaſting : and be- 

ing from Everlaſting, how could it 

| ever come to have an ende © and 

an End it muſt have, before Time 

couldcometo have a Beginning. 0 

my Sonle, Theſe are no Thoughts for 

| thee , thy wings are too weake 10 fly ſo 

| high a pitch : Thy Plummets are 100 

ſhort, to found ſo great a depth : It may 

bee ſufficient for thee to know , that 

 alihough, Goa. made nos the World 

{ from Everlaſting ; yet hee made it then 

when from Everlaſting hee had Decreed 

to make it : but how hee brought Time 

out of Eternity-is a myſtery, thos fhalt 
| #ever attaine t6 know, till thou come thy | 
| ſeife. 10 altaine Eternity. 


4ndin hs Thus farre wee arc 
 onely Sonne,( brought by Belce- 
Feſus ChriftCving in God the Fa- 
| 97 Lord, - ther, bur ſeeing on 7 
| ther } | 
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theris a Relative : and every Rela- 
tive, imples a Correlative, and the 
Correlative to Fatheris Sonne, this 
brings my Beliefe a degree furthers 
to Bcleeve in his onely Sonne, Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord : Not his Sonneby 
Adoption, as we are ; nor his Son 
by Creation and Grace, as Angels 
arc : but his Sonne by Generati- 
on, as onely himſelfeis , and ſuch 
a Sonne, as the Father Proclaimes 
to be His ; and tels the day when 
he begot him; Hodje genni te, This 
day have I begottenthee. But what 
day was this day « Notſucha day, 
as our dayes are, which follow one 
after another : but a day, in which 
there 15 nothing Before nor afters 
but the Paſt and the Preſent are 
both at once, the Paſt, in Gexwis 
' the Preſenr, in Hodjie - indeedaday, 


which makes lum Co-eternall with | 


his 


46 Meditations ayd Diſquiſitions 


his Father, One good degree of E- 
quality : And as the day of his 
Begetting 1s not like ours : So nei- 
ther is the manner of his Begetting 


| like ours ; For where our Beget- 


ting 1s a Third from Two; his Be- 
getting is a Second from One, and 
therefore muſt needs bee of One 
ſubſtance Both, andthis makes him 
Conſubſtantiall with the Father : 
another good degree of Equality : 
which kind of Begetting though it 


exceede our capacity, yet it ex- | 


ceeds not our Bcliefe : and there- 
fore, though our Inquilitive 
Thoughts would faine bee making 
further 2#erecs about it, yet Faith 
makes us contented to take this for 
an Anſwer : Generationem ejus quis 
enarrabit ? Who ſhall declare his Ge- 
neration ? If then the day of his 
Begetting , make him Co-eternall 


with the Father, and the manner of |: 


his 
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bis Begetting , make him Conſub- 
ſtantiall with the Father : have we 
not as good ground, forout Belic- 
ving in him, as in the Father 2 And 
though it may be thought, no Pow- 
cr is left for the Sonne, the Father 
being Almighty : yet all Power is 
given to the Sonne, both in Hea- 
ven and Earth : for though the Fa- 
ther bee Almighty, yet Almighty 
but as God ; and therefore AL- 
mighty as due to the Sonne, who 
is God with the Father : and as 
juſt cauſe wee bave to ſay to the 
Sonne, as to the Father, Wee praiſe 
thee © God, wee knowledge thee to bee 
the Lord, om 
But how can the Sonne that 15 
begotten, be Co-eternall with the 
Father who Begets 2 Secing that 
which Begets, 1s alwaics before 
that which is Begotten ? But is not 
this a fallacie 2 They beiug Rela- 
tives? | 
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| tives * Secing nothing can Beget, 
but there muſt bee ſomething Be- 
gotten : there cannot bee a Father, 
till there bee a Sonne : and there- 
fore if the Father bee from Ever- 
laſting, .the Sonne alſo is from E- 
yerlaſting,and ſo are Co-cternall. 
But though the Sonne may bee 
Co-cternall with the Father , yet 
how can he be Conſubſtantiall with 
the Facher 2 Seeing the Subſtance 
of every thing is proper to it ſelte, 
and cannot bee communicated to 
another. This indeed were true, 
| if the Father and the Sonne, were 
Alind & Aliud, and not onely 41:- 
«us & Alins ; but now being Both 
One God, and onely Two Per- 
ſons : Seeing the difference of Per- 
{ons makes no difference of Sub- 
ſtance; they remainc of One Sub- 
Nance Both,and ſo are Conſubſtan- 
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| Dominion, For of his Kinzdome there | 
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in the Divinity of the Son; but fee- } 
ing we belceve him to be both per- 
tet Godand perfect Mars, this leades 
our Belicfe a degree further : To 
Beleeve in Feſus Chrift our Lord ; 
Termes belonging to his Humani-. 
'tyz Feſ#s , a Name given him by 
| an Angel, when hee was. yet in his 
| Mothers wombe ; Becauſe hee fhould 
| ſave his people from. their '(innes <1 
Chriſt, a Name given him from. his!; 


aer of Melchiſedech, annointed with the | 
oyle of gladneſſe apove his felloges« | 
| Lord, a Name given him from his 


' ſhall beno end. O Bleſſed Son of God, {| -: 
' Let mee enjoy the benefit of thy; - 
, Name Feſws, that I may bee ſaved ; 
from my finnes : Let me enjoy the } 

benefit of thy Name Cri, thatT | 
may bee partaker of the oyle of 
be D  glad-|. 


| Office, As being a Prieſt after theOr- | . . 


4 


T being thy Servant, | may havethy 
| ProteRion, and Thou my Obcdi- 


| 


| 


Jken buc in paſſton, and to make a- 
| {mcnds for his ftormcr doubting. 
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| ving ſaid inthe beginning of my 


[fay, Owr Lord - and ſo where 1 
4 went ſingle our: ; am now ſudden. { 


bx 7 w_—_ —— os, 


3 gladneſſe , with which thou werr | 
| Annointed. Let me enjoy the be- | 


{ nefit of thy being my Lord , that 


ence. ; oY 
' But how happens it, that ha- 


Creede; I Beleeve : Il now come to 


ly fallen into company : It is true 
indeed, I fayd, 7 Beleeve,. when I 
ſpake but as 1egarding my owne 
perſon z but now. that I ſpeake, | 
as regarding the Communion of | 
Saints ; I fay, Our Lord, For, 
though Saint Thomas laid, My 
God, and my Lord, as though hee 
would claine Cuxisr wholly 
to- himſelfe ; yet that ſcemes [po- 
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pa 


But now that I ſpeak deliberatly ; 
I can ſay no leſle, then Onr Lord, 
ſeeing as Chriſtis a Saviour not of 
meonely, but of all mankinde; ſo | 
he is the Lord, not of me onely, 
but of all that ſerve him : and thus 
Chriſt is that Lord, in whom is ex- 
pounded the Riddle of David, The 
Lord ſaid unto my Lord , For if hee | 
be Davids Lord, how is hee his 
Sonne 2 and if he bee his Sonne, 
how is he his Lord 2 Indeed Bothy 
his Son as concerning the Fleſh, but 
his Lord concerning Divine Gene- 
ration : and if Davids Lord, thin 
alſo of us all , ſeeing of his King- 
dome, as there ſhall benoEnd; ſo 
neither 1s there any limitation; but 
itisas Univerſall, as Erernall. 

But though Chriſt bee the Sonne | 
of 6ed, by Generation, concerning | 
his Divinity ; yct not by generat- | 
on concerning = tiumanity : bur 
| 2 I 
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by the Holy Cceivedby the Holy Ghoſt, 
| Ghoſt. ONort that 0 Holy | 
Ghoſt was his Father : For the 
Father contributes matter to the be- | 
ing of a Sonne : but the Holy Ghoſt | 
contributes no matter to the being 
of Chritt; doth nothing to ſ=pple- 
re Vicem Patris, but onely to be ſup- 
| plementum Matris; [ndecd a Concep- 
tion which paſſeth Our CONCEIVINg.: | 
That if Mary doubted , how his 
ſhould be, ſeeing the knew not man; | 
we as well may doubt it, ſeeing we | 
know not the manner, nor ever can 
know It : but theanſwer which the | 
Angels gave to iatisfe Mary, mulſ? | 
ſerve alſo to ſatisfic us » The Holy 


Ghoſt Ju come pow thee : and the! 


Power of the Hizheſi ſhall over June | | 


i thee, 


And hcre how Comes 1, the 
great Myſtery of the Incarnation of | 


( the / 
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Conceived © (I Bcleeve, He was ton- 
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i the 'Sonne of God; . tothe Jewes 4 
Scandall, and a ſtumbling Biocke 
to the Gentiles ; and yet the My- 
ſtery , not more hard to Belceve, 
then neceſſary to be Beleeved: in- 
deed ſo neceflary, that there is pro- 
perly no Antichriſtian, but hee that 
denyes it, as Saint Fobn ſaith; Who 
& the Antichriſt but hee that denies 

Chriſt to be come inthe fleſh. 

Burt why was it neceflary that 
the Sonne of God ſhould bee Incar- * 
nate 2 Indeed for many great rea- 
ſons : For his being Incarvate, } 
makes him the more etocommnts rare! | 
our tnfirmitics 4 His eing Incarnate | 
brings our Fic!h againe withinthe | 
Verge of Sanctification : butchief: | 
ly, his being Incarnate makes him | 
fit ro be a Mediator betweene God | 
and us - makes him fit to bee a Sa- ; 
 crifice for our fins;and if i © were not | 
for his being Incaraate, we ſhould 
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| 


{nate, andnot as well the Father, or 
{the Holy Ghoſt * Indeede for juſt 


never have Acccfle to the Throne of 
God. © bleffed Ieſus, what Inki- 
nite benefits doe we receive by thy 
being Incarnate ; but what benefit 
doſt thou receive by it thy ſelfe ? 
Alas, onely to make a purchaſe of 
a number of ungratefull wretches ; 


twho little confider,” what great | 


things thou haſt done for us : little 


con(ider, what great ſufferings thou | 


haſt endured for.us ; little conſider 


thy Love, thy Patience, thy Humi- F 


lite , in taking our Fleſh upon 


thee ; when yet but for thy ta- 
king it upon thee, our Fleſh] 
! ſhould never have come to Inherit 
| Heaven. 


But why was the Sonne Incar- 


cauſe : For, ir was not fir the Father 
ſho -1d bee Incarnate , becauſe the 
Incarnation was to pacific the Fa- 


[ 


ther - 
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ther : Nor was-it not fir the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhould be Incarnate, becauſe | 
the Incarnation was to bethe worke | 
of the Holy Ghoſt : on<ly the Son 
was fit to bee Incarnate ; becauſe it 
was congruous that being the Sonne | 
in the - Trinitie, hee ſhould alſo 
bee the Sonne of the Woman ;. 
Soto make us the Sonnes of God, | 
without remooving out of his 
Spheare. of Sonne-ſhipatall. | 
. And hcere begins the difference! 
betweene. the Humane - nature of 
Chriſt and Ours . For wee areal[ 
of us conceived in {inne:; as David 
faithof himſelte, That he was conce;- 
vedin finne © and as David io wee 
all, but Chriſt was: conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore with- 
our ſinne, And as all the paſſages 
of our time eſteemed, are like our | 
Beginning : Conceived 1n finne, ; 
Borne in finne, Living infinne,a: d 
D 4 Dying 
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| Dying ini{inne: So all the paſſages 
, of Chriſts time atterward, are like 
j his Beginning : Conceived without 
 ſinne, Borne without finne,” Living 
without {inne, and Dying without 
\ſtnne; by which it was wrought, 
thatthough he tooke upon him our 
whole nature, & became inal things 
like tous; yet ſinne was excepted, 
' And that which was conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, did not prove (we 
| may beſure) a falſe conception; but 
| a pens" proceededto a perfect 
Birth; 8 therforec,as I Belecve, he was | 
conceived by the Holy Ghoſt : So, 1 Be- 
Borne of the  leeve, hee was Borne of 
Virgime : the Virgin Mary, Con- 
Max1z.)ceived altogether Su- 
pernaturally in her, but borne for 
the moſt part Naturally of her; 
| was nourithed in her Wombe, lay 
. {nine .monerhs : encloſed in her | 


Nl : | Wombe: came torth of her Wombe 


F- after 
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after the courſe of Nature, and yet 
Borne Supernaturally' of her too; 
Supernaturally, as of a Virgine, 
chough naturally as of a Woman: ' 
For he was Nats ex V;rgine, Borne; 
of a Virgine : <0 he was Falths ex 
\ muliere, made of a Woman; Not| 
made in her, burmade of her ; was 
Fleſh of her Fleſh, and Bone of her 
| Bone, as truly as Eve of Adams. 

It may well-bce ſaid , ice was 
Borne Supernaturally of her : For 
whoeverheard of ſuch a thing be- 
tore a Virgine to-bee the mother 
of a Childe © But though it were 
never heard off before, that ſuch a | 
thing was; Yet it was heard before 
that ſuch a. thing ſhould bee - For 
the Prophet Eſay, long before had 
foretold, 4 Yirgin ſhall be with C hilde, 
| and jſhall bring forth a Sonne + and 
' what marvell, if there never were 
| inch a Mother before, when there 
| D F--. © +: on} 
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-For this is that Childe, of whom 
it is laid, Thus day borne t0 you a Sa- 


of all mankinde, and this no lefle 
ſtrange then his Birth - A child ro 
be a Saviour of men ; and One 
Childe of all mankinde , fully as 


Indeed ſtrange Both, or: rather 
Wonderfull Both, yet as ſtrange 
or wonderfull as they Both are ; we 
Beleeve them Borh, though but 
One of them be delivered heere for 
an Article of our Creede, ' 

It is Recorded of many, that they 
| were Sanctified in their Mothers 
Wombe ; as amongſt others, of 
Feremy the Prophet, but never Re- 


corded of any, that he was Concei- 
ved by the Holy Ghoſt, bur onely 
of Chriſt; and between being San- 


UN 
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wviour, which i Chriſt the Lord : and 
Ja Saviour of whom ? No lefle theti 
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never was {uch a Childe before 


ſtrange. as to be Borne of a Virgin; |. 


| 


&ifi-d: | 


———_... 


| upon the Creede. . £ 9| 


7 | | Qificd: and being conceived by the 
m | | Holy Ghoſt, there is very great 
4- | | oddes : For to be Sandtified. is on-| 
1d 
ly 


ly to have ameaſure of Holineſle , |. 


fi | |bur to bee conceived by. the Holy 
e | | Ghoſt, is to have the whole Sub- 
O | |ſtance made Holy - To be ſandi- 
e | |fied, is onely to have Grace infuſed] 
$ 
; 


in the Soule, but to be conceived by | 


5 || the Holy Ghoſt , is ro have both 
'| | Budy and Soule bee altogether 
Grace it ſelfe, 

But though Chriſt were concei- 
ved without fſinne, becauſe con- | 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt ,/ yet |. 
how could hee bee borne withaur |! 
finne, being borne of a ſinnefull | 
woman © For though Aary were | 
a Virgin, yet, no: doubr, ſhee was |. 
a ſinner , For why clſe ſhould ſhe: 
need a Saviour © as thee faith her | 
ſclte, My ſpirit rejoyceth in Goamy Sa. |* 
vioar + and could Chrilt take fleſh |: 
J'1-1 of |: 


——_—.. dh. Ao. FR? 


| 


{ſhould be 


of a ſinner, and not with that fleſh 
take {inne 2 Butis it notthat the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is the Sanctifier, and could 


the motions. of. the Fleſh - and 
therefore make him as well borne 
without finne, as conceived with- 


- tout finne: ſinne not being able to 


enter, where the Holy Ghoſt keeps 
poſiciſton, 

. .. Bur why 1s there mention made 
of the Virgin Mary?Is it not enough 


a.Ymgn: but there muſt be added, 
the; Vargin Mary , Indeed it 15 added 
very juſtly , for by this it appeares, 
that Chriſt was Deſcended of the 


ing of the ſame Lynage) as the Pro- 
phets had foretold, the true Chriſt 
and this is no ſmall 


Aa 


> 9 


|, 


nas 


 tobeleeve that Chriſt was borne of 


Mes... BM. 


aſwell ſanRifie the Fleſh it (elfe, as 


| Lynage of David, (his Mother be. | 
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Ttrengthening to our Belicfe, that 
Chriſt is the trye/Meſſias, 


. Bur | 
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_ But how. is it-like, that Mary was 
0- [| a Virgine, when ſhee. had a Huſ- 
Id | | band 2 at leaſt, how can. wee be- | 
as | | leeve ſhee was a Virgin, when ſhee | 
d | | had a Child * Is it not that her 
Ic | | Marriage was Inchoate indeed, but 
- | | not Conſummate; ſhee was De- 
O | | ſponſata, but not Nupta: ; _ ſhee was. 
Si | not Married, Andtherefore Eſpou- 
| fed, that there might bee One..to | 
2 take care of her, and her Childe 
: | when it ſhould be borne. 


But why ſhould her Husband 
| take care of a Childethat was none 
' of his owne. ? :might he not rather. 

| j \tly ſuſpe& her, to have played 
'_ falſe with him, and therefore ro. | 
ther put her to ſhame,ar leaſt put her 
from him, then to take her to him? 

It is indeed a hard matter to make 
 onebelceve, that a woman ſhould 

| have a Childe, and not accompa- 

ny with man :. but as it was the 

| Holy | - 


Tyne _— 


| F | the Angell told him tri'e, when | 
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Sis _— Ghoſt , that' wrought the 
Wh. | conception of Chriſtina his Mothers 
Wombe, ſo it was the Holy Ghoſt 
that wrought this Beliefe in the 
minde of her husbard Foſeph, that 


he ſaid unto him ; Feare not Fo- 
ſeph to take Mary thy wife : For that 
{which is conceived in her, is of the 
Holy Ghoſt, | | 

And though ſhee were the Mo- 
ther of a Childe, yer ſhecontinued 
la Virgin ſtill, For neither thecon- 
ception of Chriſt, nor the Birth of 
| Chriſt, did abrogate her Virgini- | 
tie z but rather made her, if not a 
more Virgin atleaſt, a purci Vir- 
ginthen ſhee was before, For tuch |. 
is the purity of Chrifts Body, that 
it makes all paſſages the - urer by 
which it pafſerh - and therc fore 
1t may bee pi-uſl, -beleeved , and 
without Hyperhole, that as th. was 
Vireo| 


pon the Creede. 6 ;| ls. 


—_ _ 


Virgo ante partum, {o ſhee was Virgo 
in partu, and Virgo poſt partum ;, a 
Virgin before the Birth, and in the 
Birth, and afrer the Birth. , for 
though ſhee had Purificarion, yet 
that perhaps, was but as Chriſt had 
Baprtiſme, to. fulfill all 'righteouſ- 
neſle, I - 
And as Chriſt - was conceived 

of Mary without finne 5; ſo Mary 

was Delivered of Chriſt without 
paine; for it was but juſt, that ſhe 

who brought him forth, that Freed 

mankind from the generall Cuiſe, 

ſhould in bringing him forth, bee 
Freed her ſelfe, from the particu-- 
lar Curſe laid upon Woman-kind ; 
which was, That in ſorrow they thould 
bring forth Children. 

Bur if Jeſus Chriſt were Borne 
of the Virgin Mary - h-»w could he 
be the Sonne of the Virzin, fore- 
told by the Prop.ier Eſay, For the | : 


Onac | 
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Sonne of that Virgin, was to be cal- 
| led Immanuet, and not Feſws : where 
this Sonne of the Virgin 3ſarze, was 


But 1s it not,, that Immanucll was 


- was the Name Adted, when the 
Sonne of God tooke Fleſh, and 


| was Incarnate: For being the Son 


of God, andtaking our natureup- 


| on him, he was God withus ; and 


to be God with Us, was to be 7- 
mangell. 


J 


Blefled Marie | what Tongue 
can Expreſſe thy Happineſſe in thy 


: 
? 
, 


Holy 


ſelfe ! *thy glory in the world ! ro 
have thy Body nine moneths toge- 
ther, be made a Heaven for the Son 


'of God to dwell in ! to have thy 


Wombe bee the ſacred Bed for the 
Ghoſt to overſhadow ! and 


[more then both theſe, to have the ! 


Sonne 


 m—— y—_ 2 


—@© 


called Feſws, and not Immanxel! ? 


not properly meant a Name of Ap- 
' . | pellation' but of At, and then 


1s Thine, moſt Bleſſed, moſt Glori- 


upon the Creede. 65. | 


Sonne of God to bee thy Sonne: | 


and take Fleſh of thy Fleſh, and 


buted to thee ; that our fleſh which 
was never before without fiane, 1s 
now made as pure, as when it was 
firſt made , mult bee attributed co 
thee; and more-then Both theſes 

that our Fleſh is now exalted up 
tro Heaven, muſt bee attributed to 
thee ; that Chriſt ſitteth' at the 
Right hand of his Father; to bee 


to thee , and therefore all Gene- 
rations ſhall juſtly call thee Bleſſed; 

| juſtly thou mayelt ſay, Thy Soule 
doth magnifie the Lord, _ thy Spirit 
 rejoyeeth in God thy Saviour : For if 
ever Soule had cauſe tro Magnifie 


the Lord; If ever Spirit hadcauſe | 


tro rcjoycein God : It is Thine, Ic 


OUS | 


_—_ 7 
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Bone of thy Bone, that all our Af: * 
'?| finitie now to Heaven, muſt be attri- 


our Advocate, mult be attributed | 


OO. y 
vo 


*& 


| « 
and bring this Oe» with us into | | £ 


0 
Ito follow : So Chriſt was more | | 
y 
| 


- Ot III 
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ous, and moſt to bee Admircd buf 
Marie. pla 

Suffered After we have Be- anc 
ander Pon- Iceved that © hrrſt was | G1 
ties Pilate. * Borne of the Virgin Ma- \ thi 
rie : It followes next, that we Be- | mi 
leeve Hee ſuffered under Pontius Pi- | M 
late. Burt what? Suffered as foone |\ tt 
as hee was borne 2 Indeed, as all || ri 
of us bcginne our life with Crying, || t! 
which 1s an «ffc& of Suffering ; 


| che world, of the miſcries that are 


like to doe it then any other, who | 
' was Yir Dolorum , a man of ſor- | 
 rowes all his life long : but yet 
| this is not the. ſuffering that is here 
meant : For the ſuffering heere 
ſpoken of, was under Pontizs Pilate, 
| which was not. till many yearesaf- | | 
er the time of Chriſts birth, Was | | 
it then , that hee was ſmitten and | | 
buffteted, |} 


1 upon the Creeae. 67: 
cd bnffeted, had a Crown of Thornes 
platted upon his Head, was mocked 
Be- and ſcourged under Pontizs Pjlate ? 
v.7 | Greatſuffrings all ; yet neither were | 
12- | theſe the Suffering that is heere 
3e- | meant : but as weuſeto ſay, when 
| menare Executed, and put to death, 
that then they ſuffer : fo the ſuffe-.| 
ring here meant, was his Execu. 
ting, and pucrting to Death ; as-| 
Chriſt himſclfe callerh it, wherehe | 
faith, I have deſired to eate-this. Paſſe- | 
over with you before 1 ſuffer + which: | 
was done alſo under Pontine Pilate, 
at that time Governour for the Ro- 
manes in Hieruſalem. ; 
Burt though it bee neccflary to | 
beleeve that. Chriſt ſuffered , yet | 
why 15.1t neceſſary to beleevethat 
he ſuffered under Poxtire Pilate ? In- | 
deede, becauſe there were many af- |. 
| |terwards-that tooke upon them to | 
be Chriſt; as Chriſt had — 
| —_7 
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that many ſhould come in his Name, vv 
ſaying, I am Chriſt - But wee ac-thl 
[knowledge none of them-to be thea | 
true Chriſt, but Him onely that ill 
ſuffered under Portizs Pilate, ve 
We have here an Example what i 
little good there is in good Intenti- 
ons, if they bee not followed home ih 
to their tull period ; for a good | fc 
Intention in Pilate, for want of pur- | Þ 
ſuing, coſt Chriſta ſcourging more | Þ 
then otherwiſe, perhaps, bee ſhould l 
have had ; - for out of a defire to\|| ! 
fave his life, he cauſed him to bee || 1 
ſcourged; hoping, in a good inten- || * 
tion, it would have paſſed with the | 
 Jewes for a ſarisfying puniſhment: 
but when his ſcourging would not | | 
ſerve their turnes, nor pacific their | | 
malice ; he then lefr purſuing his 
 g00d intention , and delivered-him 
1nto their hands to. be put todearh, 
| Unhappy Plate ! that ſeeking to doe. 


j 


him | 


— — 
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Vane him good, aidft him | hurt + 


p07 the Cond: 


- ac-thinking to ſave his lite, didſt adde | 


* thea ſcourging to his death. 


What 


thas a0 lucke hadſt thou to-bee a Go- 


vernour at this time, therebyrto be 


that made a Miniſter of ſo fowle a Fac? 


ati 
Mme 


What ill hap hadſt thou that hee 
ſhould ſuffer under thee, who ſuf- 
fered for thee 2 Yet when thou 
hadſt ſhed his bloud, and that hee 
had ſuffered under thee-; If thou 
hadſt made good uſe of ſhedding 


it, or go0G uſe of his ſuffering , it | 


might perhaps have beene happy 


for thee ;z but to ſhed his bloud, | 


9 


and 


| 
| 


— -—--- 


and then to waſh thy hands in wa- | 


ter : as though water could clenſe | 
the ouilcineiſe of blood, or as 


yet more tooliſhly done, then that 


TEL ' thou did(t before. 


i —— 


Bur 


| 


' though thy hands could make a- 
' mends for the fault of thy tongue: | 
' This, 1f lefle unpiouſly done, was 
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us of our expe&ed Meſizas - but 
now his ſuffcring under Poptizes P4- 
{ate ,- puts us cleane out of heart: 
and rakes away al hope, that this can 
poſibly be the Meſſias we expe. 


which told us; 4 Yirein jh 


Ee, 


with Childe : and ſhall bring foorth 
a Sonne ; the ſame Prophet tels us 
alſo ; that He (hould beare our Infir- 
mities , and by his ſtripes we ſhould bee 


healed + Let theſe then bee laid to- | 


gether, and it will bee found, that 
his {ufftering. is as true a ſigne of his 
being the true Mefres as either his 
Birth, or his Conccption. 

| Bur 


Bur do we forgct,thar the Prophet | 
all bee 


Bur, O my Soule, whata ſudden 
change is this? Wee have hitherto 9 
thought , that the time was now Bj 
come of our long dcfired expedta- jg 
tion : His being Conceived of the C 
Holy Ghoſt , and borne of the Virgin ti\ 
| Mary; icemed ccrtaine fignes unto, p; 


Cha 2s 


— 


HIS 
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iden Bt how happens this great gap 
cIt9to be in our Creed, betweene the 
10W Birth, and the Suffering of Chriſt 7 
Qa- 15 there nothing to be beleeved of 
the Chriſt , from the time he was borne, 
g7F till chetime he ſuffered under Poptizes 
ato P;{ate? which was more then thir- 
but ty yeares ? It there be,why is it not 


PE-| here delivered 2 No doubt. there 


t:]are many memorable things of : 
anj Chriſt, between his Birth and his 
Q&. | Death, and moſt worthy of our be- | 


Kt | keving; as, that he was Circum- 
ciſed the Eighth day; that he was 
worſhipped of the Wiſe menof the 
US || Eaſt , that at Twclve yeares O19, 
he Diſputed in the Temple with 
the Doctors; that ar Thircy yeares 
- || old, hee was Baptized of Fohn in 
|| Jorden; that preſently after, he was 
S |) Iced into the Wildernefle, to bee 
S | | Tempted of the Devil! , that Hee 
turned Water into Wine ata Ma- 


hed Sw 
ey ] 
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d 
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riagein Caxa4, and many other mol red 


| memorable things, but are not exof 


preſt in this our Creedc; becauſe no re{ 


Works efficient of our ſalvation pr. 
For without any of theſe, he migh Co 
have been our perfeR Saviour : bu pc 
not ſo, without theſe expreſt in ou: 4, 
Creed: For if he had not taken up. fic 
on him our fleſh ,. which was his th 
being borne of the Virgin Mary ; and| {t 
if he had not dyed for our finnes,| 2: 
which was his ſuffering under Pex-| 0 
tizes Pilate + and if he had not riſen i 
againe-from the Dead,and Aſcended ov 


into heavens neither could we have \ 
has any Salvation by him, neither « 
could hee have beene a Saviour to 

us ; and therefore, theſe pnely are , | 


other , though the other no leſle . | 


t 
 Expreſt in our Creed, and not the 
| 


dt F TO " 


memorable then theſe, and as wor- 


| thy otherwiſe of our Beliefe. 


Or is it, that the Articles deliye- | 


red 


4 EE ... 4.4 


4por n the Creede, 73 | 5 


(| 
- ' 


= — ——— 


—— -- — 


mol red here concerning Chriſt; are all 
tExot them in oppoſition ad) ſome He- 
E NO refie; from which 10 this CIP WC 
10n profcilc our ſelves to be | as, 
gh Conceived by the Holy G4 Fes in op- 
: bu pofitio nN to the Herefte of the Pro- 
| OUl drantte ; who held that Chriſt rook 
Up- fleſh trom the Elements ; and to 
bis the Elements, at ins Riſing, reſto- 
and) ſtored it againe. Porue of the Virgin 
168,| 24479 + 17 oppoilio!: to the Herclic 
0-| of Palentiaws : - Who held that C-r7 if | 
{en rooke NUT ett) of tae Vu gifts Out | 
led one iy paſted £170; igh Ber Body, 1s 
ve Water throitgh 2 Pipe. Sufferca d 
1Cr ki Porttzes Piliic, in oppoliuion | 
to , to the Herelte of Cerdonms , Who | 
re , held, Fl C.hriſts Body was im- 
he  pafſible , and not ſubje& to payne, | 
be : Dutin appe AISRCE, Crucified , in 0Þ- 
r- polition to the Herefe f Bolden 
| who held that Ciuiſt bimſel ſe w 
. Was not Crucificd, bit $120» 05 
| Fs RETHET 
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[i> a0t yet riſen, bucthithe (hull riſe} 
| her-after, The third Day; in opp3- 
{ſ{icion to the Hereſte of the Arme- 
| »izus, who held, that Chriſt r ſe 
O.:te S blhath days and ſoon the 
| Sccond D.y, anu not onthe Third. 
Aſcended into Heaven: in oppoſition 


d11e inn tell Re azaine from the| ; 


| of C*1»t 228 , Fav held, thai Chriſt | 


to rae H.iche of thoſe « who b-. 
]cawre it is {:id, 77 Sole poſurt Taber- 
nac dum ſuum + were therefore of 
Op: wn, thac bee went 19 higher 
t1en the Sunne. Shall comero Fudce 
the Quicke and the Deaa, Wopp 1t- 
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tion to the Hereſie of thoſe ; who 
held, that there ſhall bee no Ge- 
nerall Jidgement, but every one. 


to bee Judged at the time of his | 


death, and not otherwiſe, And 
this perhaps mighr be a reaſon, why 
onely theſe Articles are delivercd 
n our Creede, concerning Chriſt, 


though in other reſpects, many 0- | 


ther might aſwell have been con- 
ceived, andas well Bcleeved. 
Crucified, ] ! ut now wee are 
come to the ſuffering of Chriſt, 
2nd who can chuſe bur { fer h m- 


ſelfke in commTing to it 9 For what | 
was his ſuffering , bur his purring | 
[to death © Ani co what Death; 


{ 


bur the moſt painet+II, and che moſt 
Ignominious dcurh of all, che death 
ot the Crofſe 9 John Baptiſt, when 
1a Hersas diſpleaſure he was rut to 
death; had ycr a faire death ; w1s 


onely Behcaded , a kind of death | 
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| that ſeemes to hold good quartecon 
with a Delinquent , no Terrourtim 
10 Ignominy, no Lingring; as ſoothis 
| ended, as begunne , and in whictanc 
!the Senſe hath no leiſure to feclk{el, 
| Paine; but the death of the Croſſtim! 
which Chriſt {:filered, had in it ful 
[all the parts of a cruell death, 
painefoll andlingring : and which, wi 
toa generous minde, 1s more grie-| C: 
vous then both theſe ; full of Ig PF. 
nominy an1 Shame; and thar, no-| G 
thing. might bee wanting to theſ th 
meaſure of the Ignominie., Cru-| th 
cified betweene two Maleftactors: | m 
and to increaſe the Ignominy yet } d; 
more, pur in the midſt, as the grea- | Ii 
teſt Malctator of all the three, tl 
And what was it to bee Cruci- | v 
fied 7 What, alas:! but to have | P 
his Gandes and his Feet nayled to, | v 
a 
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{tne Crofle, and there left hanging 
till hee ſhould bee dead ; wick 
| - coulc 
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artecould not chuſe , bur bee a long 
(OUrtime, there being "nothing to cauſe 
Oothis death, but Paineand Ble ogy 
ickand Paine, thouzh intoll:rable, 
Ecleſeldome deadly; Bleading tho: iy 
offi; immeaſurably,is oftentimes health: 
1 1 full, 
th, But how then happened it, that 
t, with being nayled onzly to tie 
1c Crofle, he ſhould bedcad {o ſoone 7 
[g- Borafter 6x houres he gave up the 
0-| Ghoſt, No doubt, it mace him 
hef thcd blood in abu-dance « and 
U-] thereiore, inthar ſpace of rims, he 
5; | might well blecd to death, Bui fo 
et f did the two Malefators, wano yet 


- | lived a longer time : Was ic. then, 


that his deaih was haſtened, by ha- 
- | ving a Speare thruſt into his fide 2 
e | Butthat was not done, till after hee 
) , | was dead, Although one Peter Iohn 
| | an Herericke, would necdes,againſt 
[ PRUNEUEIE ony of Scripture, main- 
| E3 taine! 
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| 


while hee was yet alive. Was i 
tzen p<rbaps, that his Fiſting, and 
Watching, and Scouging thenight 
Ecfore, had ſo exccedingly weake: 


Inedh'm ; that he that could bear: 


the burchen c& our finne. yet could 
not brare the burthen of his Croſſe, 
bur was faine to have Symon of Cy- 
reze to beare it for him, and there- 
fore was little better then dead al- 


perhaps, his own doing , who 
had power to lay downe his life, 
and to take it up againeat his plea- 
ſure, and therefore cycd the 100- 
ner, that it might be verified, which 
was Proph-ſied : There ſhall ot a 
bone of him bce brokes, For, it hee 


legges ſhould have beene broken, 
as the two Maletactors were to ha- 
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ap a —Þ 5 Ry 
taine this Opinion, that ir was done\ ſte 


ready, Or, if theſe were not c- 
| nough to haſten his death, was it 
- {not 


had not dycd when hee did, his 


ſten 


de: 


— — —_ 
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— - . quoi 
one] ſtentheir death, that they might be 
JS 11! dead before the Sabbath, O deare 
anc|J-ſus, what ſuch haſte was there for 
gh [thy death, who onely wert wor- 
ake | thy never to dye ? bur that bythy 
-are | death thou haſt given us life 1 
ulc [though all our lives were not | 
le, | worth the haſtening it z bur that 
-J- |thy infinite Iove never thought it. 
re- | to be heſte enough. 

al- | Ir is an olde Hereſie of ſome ; 
c- | that Chriſt himſclfe was not Cru- | 
It |cified, but Sywon of Cyrene in his } 
10 |ſtead; but the Temple and the} 
e, |Sunne make this knowne to bee a, 
a- | Fable. For would the Temple have 
)- | rent in twaine? Would the Sunne 
h | have beene darkened ſo long toge- 
a | ther for Symon of Cyrexe? No a- 
e | las, tootrue it is, that Chriſt him- 

S| | ſelfe was Crucifi:zd ; and woe tous 
; that true it is ; and yet more woe | 
co us, if it were nor true; but woe | 
E 4. of 
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f all Woes, thattiue it is, inthatcon 
for vs, and for our finnes, it was tha 
; that he was Crucificd. O my Soule CON 
that thou couldſt bes alwaics me. fin! 
; ditating upon this Ciucitying ot} 0 
' Chriſt ;- Not, that it could be any th 
; pleaſure to thinke of his being Cru-\P9 
' cified, but the better ro make thee \ [01 
\apprehend , Firſt ihe great cauſes W 
of it, thy own finne, and his love :| ſt 
: and then the great «fect of it, thy |] P 
Everlaſting Redemption: for which |\ 7* 
thou canſt never bce enough grate-|\ > 


 f:11, if thou þee never 1 little un-| | © 
mindefull, þ bs 

Dead. ] And now having Be-| | * 
; Leved, that Chriſt was Crucificd \ 


our next Beliefe 1s, that hee was 
Dead : and yet how can we Beleeve, 
that hee cout Dye 2 For, is not 
Dc:th the Wages of Sinne ; and 
cold hee recetve the Wages, that 
had not done the Service « Had: 
| com- | 


mm. | 
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— 


thatcommitted no ſ{inne 2 Butis it not, 
was that heedyed nor for any finne he; 
ule committed himſelfe , but for the 
me. finnes of others which he tooke up- 
» of on him ? Even as a Surety payes, 
iny| the Penalrie of a Debt that WAS |. 
ru-| none of his owne. And this rEa- |- 
1ce|ſon the Prophet Dariel gives, 
ſes|| where hee ſaith , M144 ſhall bee; 
el laine, not for imp lfe, but for his 
p.«ple : 10 make reconciliation for their , 
Iuquities, azd to bring in Everlaſting 
Salvation, And here appeares ano-| 
ter 1calon , Why Ghriit ſuffered | 
rder Portis Pilate » For the fame 
 Prypher Danel tor:-ſhewerth, That 
after ſeven w-ekes, and threeſcore and| 
im? wrekes, from the going for b of | 
' ie Commanu.m 3: to reſtore and build 
 Hiye{im, Mifituh jhall bee ſlaine : 
 W--:h being comp.'ted according 
to 4 Prophets {ctit2, agreethi yuſt 
With tac time, that Pomnzs Pilate 
| fE5 was 
— 


tw, 
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was Governour in Fudca. And thus |t 
as inthe Article before, the Virgir 
Mary was juſtly mentioned, to ſhey | 
rhat Chrift was the true Mcſhhah, | 
by the circumſtance of his Dil. 
cent - So in this Article, Poxtin 
Pilate is juſtly mentioned , to jhew 
thar Chriſt is the true Meſſiah, by 
the circumftance of the time. 

And for whoſeſfinne was it then, 
that Chr:iit dyed 2 O my Souls, 
this Queſtion reflefts upon thee, 
foramonegſt others, even for thifte: 
Thy firnes were the cauſe that 
Chriſt was Crucited; Thy ſinnes 
the cauſe that Chriſt Dyed ; and 
Alas, will bethe cauſe ro make him 
Dve continually, if continued : thar 
| if there bee any ſparke of Grace, 
it any life of the <pirir at all in 
| thee, thou wilt now at laſt dyeto 
thoſc finnes, that made him to Dye : 
and cvery navie that faſtne« gs 
tO 


| to his Crofle, will bcea na yie to 

'} But if wee Beleeve thar Chriſt 

h, | was Dead ; will wee fix our Be- 
- | liefe upon a Dead man © Can we 


' [Dead himſelfe 2 indeed, therefore 
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peirce thy heart. 


hope for Life from him, who was 


we hope for life from him, becauſe 


ary 
againe ; and then wee ſhall heare|- 


he was dead himſelfe : For if hee 
| had not Dyed, we could not have 
Lived ; ſeeing hce therefore Dyed, 


that hee mizhc Redeeme us from 


: | Death , as it is ſaid of lim : Thow| 1 


waſ? ſlaine, and haſt redeemed ws t0 God| * 
by thy bloud, For, though hee were 
now dead yet bee continued not 
dead long; bit after three dayes, | . 
wee ſhall heare of his riſing to life | - 
him ſay : 1 am hee that liveth, axd| 
94s ciead; and behold, I ans alive fer | © 
evermore. 


| But howſoever, now dead heis, | 
and | 


pr CET 
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| 
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and with him is dead all our joy, 
and all 'our comfort, but where is 
the Lamentation that is made for 
his death © David, when he heard 
[£bſelon was dead; cryed out, 0: 
Abſolon my Sonne | would to God, 1had 
dyed for thee, my ſoune Abſolon : but 
where 1s any now he heares Chriſt 
is dead, that crieth out : O deare Je- 
fus, would to God I had dyed for 


| thee, moſt deare Jeſus © And 1s 1t 


not a grievous thing, that David 
ſhoud more lament the.death of a 
wicked .Sonne, then we ſhould la- 
| Ment - the death of the Sonne. of 
God » , And by whom weare made 
rhe Sores. of God 2 Js it nota 


| ſhame, thata Hcathen ſh uld ſay cf 


a Heathen - , In: ignem poſta eft., 
Hetur + and that we hrearng Clift 


to be .dcad, ſhould vor affouord hun | 


{o much dSatcace Alas, 'L Wore 
well {if we-wo: lic tioor. him! bur 
Til. 


| 
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JOY, the common office of Humanity , 
CTC 1S|to ſee him [Baried:) but whereare 
© for [they ſhould cocit © His friends have 
teard | all forſaken him :. Not an, Apoſtle 
4 0. now that will be ſeen about him; e-| 


1hid| yen Peter himſelt that had made ſuch 
but || Proteſtations, what great matters 
1riſt || he would doc forhis {ake, is ſlunke 
© J<- [| away and gone, perhaps, ro looke | 
Tor] after the Sheepe committed to his 
S 1t | | charge :. never regarding what be- | 
vr | | cam of the Shepherd; and if it 
: a | | had not bene for one good man, . 
a- 


the bleſſed Foſeph of Arimathea : 
God knowcs what Indigaities they 
might have offered ro his Sacred 


| 


a/ |B:dy being dead, who had ſo vilc- 
ft} lyabuſed it being alive, ur tho 
-»| {bleſſed F:{-ph, badit the b 1! cle 
/t [V egec 1:15 Bay of PL ie, (ho 1 
n tooke-itic downe from (he rote, 
C Thuw pit Linen Ol ah s, 
a d iclu it i 106 Sepuickic, vn. nie 


| 
| Beyir | 
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' NEVEr Man Was {aid, that as his Bo-| }* 


| 


[and yet, I know not how, there 
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die at firſt came out of a Virgins| ©? 
Wombe : ſo now at laſt, it is law|| i 
ina Virgine Tombe ; thereby per- 

haps in myſterie, to honour Virgi-!| © 
nity, both in Life and Death. And] 
thou bleſſed Foſeph, for this thy pi- 
ous Fact, ſhalt live in the memo- 
ries of men,” as long as there ſhall 
be memoriesin men ; and thy name 
ſhall bee had in everlaſting remem-' 
brance. | 
i may be thought no great mat- 
ter, what b<comes of the Body, 
when the So: le is out of it « For 
lay it where you will , or lay it 
how you will, it turncs to Duſt : 


ſecmes to be a kind of Honour in 
being fairely Buried : and perhaps. 
befides the Honour, a furthe: my- 
ftery 1n it, 1n what place the Body 
is laid : For why elſe ſhould F#- 


.- 
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S Bo- feph be fo carneſt, to have his Bones 
rging car:ied out of Egypt, and be brought 
; laidi| ro Canaan, tobe buricd there, 
per-|| But what necdcs expreſſing in 
Irgi-|| our Creed, that hee was Bwried - 
And|| ſeeing what needes belceving that 
7 pi-| | he was Buried £ Our ſalvation had 
mo. | {ufficiently beene wrought by his 
hall | death, though he had not been buri- 
me |c<darall :and is it not then ſufficient, 
thac 1 Belcevehe was Dead, ur leſſe 
| | I beleevealſo that hee was Buricd ? 
Bur fſccing our falvation was 
wrought by his Death, It was fit 
to make the Opinion cf his death 
undoubted , and to leave no ſcru- 
ple in the minde about ir ; which 
could not well bee done , but by 
adding, that he was Buried: For if 
| he had not beene Buried, it might 
, bee thought, hee was but in 1 
| Traunce , and then no great marrer 
' to. revive againe : ard ſo his Re- 
| {urretion | 


—— _—_— N — 
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death, and makes mendead, though 
| they were not dead before : as it 
{is reported of the ſubrile Schoole- 


he. was, whether out of Officious, 
or Malitious haſtineſle, ſuddenly 


evident Signes, that he was buried 
alive. Ana therefore, to leave no 
ſcruple tor doubting of tte true 
Dez:th of Coriit , it was niceffary 
to bc added, thathe vas Brrmd. 

And row tit wee have feere 
Ch: Drad anq Buried : One 
| would rliinke, there were an cone 
of Articles of Bctiefe conc rimming 
Ha; and yet there 5rce oth: r be- 
h ute, that Myi't bc Brlecved n5 
| Ierforhenuncie :-and hepryir 15tor} 
us 


ſurreQion have been {leighted ; but 
Burial isa thing that conſummates; 


| man Scots , thar falling into a| 
Trance, by ſome Fit of [nfirmity, | 


buried. , and found afterwards, by | 


— 


"US, Liab there are ole. bound - 
| for | 


ot, __ Gi. WEED nay 
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> || death parted, as that Article tels, 


— 
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for Alas, if our Belicfe ſhould end 

|in his Death and Buriall, what hope | 
could we have of benefit by belee- | 
ving in him © Butnow Chriſts hu- 
mane natiire confilting of a Body 
[and a Soule : and they being by 


upon the Creeadt, 


what bcing dcad became of his Bo- 
dy ; [That it was Bwried : ] Sothis 
next Article tels what became of 
his Soule : {. That it Deſcended into 
Hell, ]. For his Soule 1s all the He 
now, that in this Article is in- 
tended. 

But is this an Article to make | 
us be glad off £ had we not beene 
better, to have lett him at his be- | 
ing dead, and lying quietly in his 
Grave, then: to bring him after- 
ward to Deſcend into Hell? Not at 
all: Formarke the conſequence of 
this Article; that if notwithſtan- | 

ding his Buriall, wee ſhould bee 
| doubr- | 


——— —— 
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— 


Chiiſt ; (For one may bee buried| |* 
for dead. and yet revive againe as| |, 
Scots did ;) Yer this Article that p 
now comes in, will ſtricke the mat- | | © 
ter dead : and inde: d, if rhere were | | *© 
nothing elſe in the Article, but that | |* 
ir makes us infallibly cercaine of his | | ' 
'Dcath ; It were cauſe enough for 


Ivi"® it a place in this our Creed, | 
© Þ? 


ſeeing thece 1s nothing that requires 
| ſo greata confirmation, as the death | 
of Chriſt : becauſe upon his death ir 
is, that the maine work of our Sal- 
| vation depends : and certainely a 
| greater confirmation of his death, 


there cannot bee then this ; that 
while his Body was lying in the 
Grave, his Soule deſcended into 
Hell. For to have the Body inone 
place, and the Soule in another,both | | 
at once, is manifcſtly and infallibly | 
to bee dead : Secing Death is no- 


thing } 


| 


they were notall of one language , 
at leaſt, had a taint of Babef{ remain- 
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ren on 


thing clſe, but to have the ſoule 
and body o be Gdviced. 

But ; ow Conce tt: his deſcent 
into Hell, Ir is wondcrtull , whar 
diverſity of cpintonsthere is at this 
day about it ; Partly, corcerning 
the place, ard partly, concernircg 
the motion. Fiilt, what is meant by 
Hell, and then what is meant by 
Deſcending ; (o differing all in the 
underftariding of the words, as if 


| 


ing ſtil in them, Some have thought 
that by deſcending into Hell, 15 meant 
nothing bur the extreame {orrowes, 
and torments of ſoule, which C hriſt 
ſuffered in the Garden, and on the 
Croſſe; but this, the time, and order 
of the Articles, which hath hi- 
therto been preciſely obſerved, will 
not allow ; For hee deſcended not 
into Hell, till after he was dead and 


| = | buried, | 


ven 
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ally,ſecing thoſe agonics were vio- 


thoſe wete ſufferings, this an acti- 
on, Some againe have thought, 
that by Hel, is mcant the Grave, 
and by & gs into Hell, his being 
held unde 

{ but this, the ſoule will not allow: 
for, the grave is a place hut forthe 
body, no place f.r the foule; and 
the ſoulc muſt have a place to bee 
in, aſwell as the body , andir is the 
ſoule oncly, that in this Article is 
Intended, Some others have 


[thought , that by deſcending into 
Hei, 15 meant the going of his {oule | 


to the place of all juſt ſoules after 
death, which is to Paradiſe : but 


— 


r the power of death, 


this, the manner of the mation, will. 
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buried. And beſides, if this. 
were ſo, it ſhould rather hee ſaid, ' 
that Hell aſcended up to him, then | 
that he deſcended into Hell , efp=Ci- | 


lent ; this deſcending, voluntary ; | 


not 
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tainly 1s an aſcent, and not a de- 
ſcent ; and therefore moſt unl:ke- 
ly, that aſcending into Paradiſe, 
; ſhould bee cxpreſt by deſcending 
info Hel). 

For thoughthte Poet Yirgz! maks | 


—— 4BCNA Viretd 
Fortanatori'm Nemortium ſedcsg, beater. | 
| 


to be 4 of Hell, yet this is but | 
| a Pocticall fixion, and not worthy 
to have place in Divinity : which 
; makes it more plaine ; Chriſt told | 


| Mary Magdaleneat his riſing, that he 


| was not yet aſcended to his Fa- 
' ther. Bur to go about to meet with 
 Errour in every corner, woul4 bee 
' both troubleſome and tedious, and 
| perhaps, not worth the labour - It 
; may be ſufficient for us, to ſee the 
truth by it iclfe ; and 'Reffum ei 
Index fui & obliqut by viewing 
| the} 


| #p0x the Creeat, | 9 ; | 


Ds z 
not allow ; for to Paradiſe cer- 


4 CEOS IR 


| 


£ 


| 
mr 


——_ ———— 


94 Meditations and Diſquifitions 


Oo — 


the right, wee ſhall che better dif- 
ccrne the falſehood. The truth hen 
inchis Article 1e- m:S to bee this - 
Thac the ſoulc of Chriſt being 
p rt-d from his body deſcended io- 
cally into Hell, properly to cail-d 
though it may ſeeme ſtrange, thar 
having promiſed the good [ hiefe, 
to be this day withrhim in Parac tic, 
;he ſhould be this day with rhe ba 
'Thicte in Hell, and yernor ſtrange, 
(ecing the ſoule is no ſuch flow 


| rover, bur thot ir might bee in 


Hell and Paradiſe, both in one day; 


{ and [iſe ſtrange 1t it bee true, that 


he m-ant ir, pc rhaps, of his Dcity, 
and nor ot his ſoule. 
And thar the {ule of Chriſt did 


locally d:ſ-end inte Hill may thus 


appeare ; The {oule, though a ſpi- 
11”, Muſt yer have a place aftcr its 
kind ro be in - if not C:rcu#/crip- 
ive,arle ft Cefinitivezand theſ-u'c 
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of 
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|:rue Hell, into which his ſoule de- 
| ſcended, then muſt the ſpecch bee 
| Metap--o:icall and Figurative and 
{is a Figurarive ſpcech fic to make 
|the Arcicle of a Creede 2 Whar 
|rhough to fic at the right hand of 
| Gad, be a Figurative ſpcech, and | 
in the Creed ;, Is it not a Fi-ura- | 


| doubttull Rill, whether this Ar- 


I —_— 
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of Chriſt ſtayed not with his body, 
tor r-1cn his boly ſh uld rot have 
been dead no. it aſcended no: up 
ty heaven g for, this is a contrary | 
motion to deſcending z nor it ho- 

vcred not abut in the ayre, for, 
chis is but a Fidtl not Poets, when | 
they ſpeake of { ules departed, and 

wha- p'ace then remained bur one- 

ly Hell « And- if it were not rhe | 


tive ſpeech, which cuſtome hach 
made Li:terall * Aad is deſcend nz 
into Hell, a (peech made litcrail by 
any cuſtome? And it any man be 


| ticle | 


fa 
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ricle ought to be expounded literal- 
ly, orno : he maydoe well to aske 
counſcll of the Article which faith; | 
He aſcended into Heaven : For , both | 
the Articles being expreſt in a like | 
phiaſe, there ſeemes greet reaſon | 
co take them both in a like ſenſc; | 
and ſeeing his Aſcending into Heaven | 
is certainly meant litcrally - there- 
fore certainely alſo meant literal- 
ly, his Deſcend:ze into Hell, 
| Bur what Authorities have wee 
| for this Interpretation © Indeed, 
' Authorities molt irretrag: ble, Firſt, 
! a generall conſent of all the An-| | 
| ciznt Fathers 5 Then, of all the | 
| learned Writers in the Aves fol- 
lowivg : Then in our owne time, 
of an infinite number viee mav 
name theſe 5 Alexander Gyll, Fohn 
Mayer, Alexander Nowell, the reve- 
rend Deane of Paws, and chiefely, 
the learned Biſhop of Wimchefeer , 
Thomas 
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' Thomas Bilſon . - and whichis more 
then all theſe, and nor {lightly to | 
be accounted of, in the directing | 
| of our opinions, The Tenct of onr 
Church of England, as Deane Ns- 
well writeth in his Carechiſms, 
= Andasthere hath becn, and ill : 
, great diverſity of Opinions a- | 
bank his deſcendizg it (clte ſo there | 
hath been, and ſtill 1s, as great dl- 
 verſitie of opinions about thecauſe 
of his deſcending. But though his | 
deſcending into Hell be an Article of | 
| our Creed, yet the cauſe for which | 
he deſcended is none : and therefore | 
; though we be ryed of neceflity to | 
| beleeve that; yet we are at our 11- 
 berty for belceving or this, and 
aced to belceve no more of it.then 
; we {ee geod reaſon tomake it prO- 
' bable. And why then ſhould wee 
| rr. 'uble our ſ{clves with debating 
| of circumſtances, which doe bur 
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ſerve to breed debate © Can wee 
not beleeve that Chiilt deſcended 
into Hell : unlefle wee know the. 
cauſe why he Deſceaded ? Should 
the Iſraelites have done well, to! :; 
forbcare the obeying of Gods. ? 
Commandement , for wearing, {| 
cloathes mixt of linnenand wollen:| | 
untill they might know the cauſe, | 
why they ſhould not weare them? 
and doth any man know the true 
| cauſe of it to this day 2 Fo | 
Some indeed, and of the higheſt | | 
ranke, hold rhis opinion ; thar the 
cauſe of Chriſts deſcending imo Hell, | 
was onely to rrinmph , but arethere; 
not other, and thoſe no incane ones 
neither, that are of opinion, he de- 
ſcended as wel to ſuffer as to triumph * * 
Firſt, to {uffer to perfe<t our redemp- 
tion ; and then to triumph, to eſta- 
bliſh our ſecurity 2 Firſt, to ſuffer, 
if not the paines of hell, at leaſt, 
ſome 
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| 
"ſoa paines in hell , thereby to 
' pay the uttermoſt tarthing that was | 
' due by us : and then to triumph, to | 
receive the firſt earneſt of reward | 
| that was due to himſelie 2 IF his 
by deſcending into Hell ( ſay they) were | 
. onely to {ubdue Satan, and to tri- 
|  umph over him 4 why 1s 1t ſpo- ? 
ken by David in the perſon of | 
| Chriſt, as a favour of God unto : 
nm ; Then wilt not leave my ſoule | 
| :n Hell, For what fayour was it * 
' not to leave lis foule there, where : 
it was in triumph 2 It had beene : 
certainly more favour to leave it | 
' there, then to rake ir from thence. | 
Ir ſeemes theretore,there was ſome- | 
thing which he ſuffered in Hells in } 
- which it was a favour of God, nat ! 
.to leave him, and might have been | 
as miſchicnous to his foule, ascor- j 
ruption to his body,, if God ſhould. 
7 have left him in it. They adde, if 
F.2 Chriſt | 
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Chriſt had deſcended into Hell, and 
had not ſuffered ſome paines in Hell, 
he had left undone his moſt merito- | 
rious worke , and had piven over ! 
meriting , before it came to perfe- 
ion. Forto bein Hell, and not de- / 
ſpair of Gods mercy: to ſuffer paines 
inhell, and perhaps of hell, and nor 
murmureat Gods juſtice; are works ; 
which in making perfection of me- ; 
rit, ſhew perfection of grace; andas 
without Divine aſſiſtance , they | 
could not be ſuffered : fo without | 
ſuffering, they could not be done. 
They adde farther, it is true, he was | 
not thruſt into Hell, as the dam- ' 
ned are z who if they were not ; 
thruſt into it, would never come | 
there : but he deſcended mmto it, and 
a:ſcending is a voluntary aQion, he 
might have choſen : but es he wil- 
lingly ſubmitted himſelfe to the | 
death of the Crofle, in his ne” ; | 
ON 
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| fo he willingly ſubmicted hin! (elfe, 
, ro the deſcent ints Hell, in his foule. 

For, ti!l his ſoule deſcended into Hell, 
ic came not to the lowelt degree of 
himiliation: and till it came tothe 
loweſt deorce of humiliation; it 
could not come to the higheſt of 
| pert: Etion ; and to th2 higheſt of 
perſcaio", it was to come; before 
he could come to aſcend on high, 
and to lead Captivity captive, And 
| theſe ſeeme to bee their reaſons. 
who are of opinton , _ Chriſt 
deſcended into Hell, aſwell to ſuffer, 

as to 1riumph, | 
Bur may not theſe reaſons bee 
eaſily made appcare, to bee unrea- 
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Chriſt to ſay ; Thou wilt not leave | 
my ſonle in Hell , was it becauſe 
he ſuffered in Hell ; or was it wo 


rather, that though hce onely tri-, 
' umphed in Hell , yet his joy of 
P43 triumph» | 
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dg was not 1o great, to- 
make him forget, by whoſe afh- 
ance. hee triumphed ; and there- 
fore to acknowledge, that if God 
ſhonld leave him in Hcll ; he ſhould 
hauc -cauſe to leave triumphing. 
And to ſay, thatif he had not ſuffe- 
\rcd in Hell, he had left undone, his 
! moſt meritorious worke ; Is it not 
directly to croſle Saint Pay! where 
| he ſalt, That Chriſt pacificd all things 
' by the Leod of his crofſe; by which 
'1t appeazes, that Chriſt ſuffered as | 
' much as was neceſſary for 'our 
| ſalvation upon the Crofle ; and 
| Pt need then of any more ſut- 
fering, by deſcending into Hell ? And 
for degrees of humiliation z doe | 
we reade of any lower - can wee 
thinke of any lower then this ; that 
Exinantvit ſeipſum, he emptied him- 
{elte of all glory, became of no | 
reputation, and humbled himſelte 
ko 
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to the ſhamefull death of the bit- | 
\ter Croſſe 2 Bur bcfides theſe 


anſwers, wee may nor omit , 
to obſerve heere a difſtintion 
which offers it {-lfe , in the Ar- 
ticles corcerning Chriſt, and 
may feeme to give ſome light to 
the clearing of this Controverſte, 
For the five firſt Articles ſeeme to 
concerne Chriſt, as onely a pati- 
Eft : {( Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt : 
Borne of the Virgin Mary : Suffered 
under Pontius Pilate : was Cracified, 
Dead, and Buried: ) all Articles, 
concerning him as a patient 5 And 
in which hedid nothing, but onely 
ſuffered : But the five later Arti- 
cles concerne him onely as an agent: 
(He deſcended into Hell , Hee roſe the 


| third day from the Dead ; Hee aſcen- 
ard into Heaven, He ſitteth at the right” 


hand of his Father , Hee fhall come 


from thence, to judge the quicke and\, 
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;the Dead: ) all Articles concerning 
him, as anagent; andasin thoſc of 
his ſuffering, there is a plcnitude 
' of merit ; fo in theſe of his action, 
[there is a plenitude of reward, And 
| now it wee keepe us well to this 
 diſtin:tion, it will keepe u$ right 
'jn the rrue underſtanding of this 
Article : For if hee deſcended into 
Hell, as an Avent , then not as a 
| Patient ; and it not as a Patient, 
'then not to Suffer, but onely to 
| Frigmpa. Laſtly, if Chriſt deſcen- 
ded into Hell to ſufter, why did not 
: then his body deſcead afwellas his 
| foule, ſecing our bodies aſwell as 
| our ſoules ſhould have ſuffered the 
paines of Hells Which cannot be 
objected, if wee hold hee deſcended 
znto Hell, but only to Triumph - For 
as it was a ſuſhcient and proper tri- 
; umph for the fouleto triumph over 
Hell; {o it was a {ſufficient and pro- 
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per Triumph: for the body, totri- | 
umph over death; whichit did by; 
riſing the third day, as it followes| 
in the next Article, Indeed, for 
his deſcending into Hell, to triumph 
over Saian, there was great reaſon; 
ſeeing hee it was, that had offered 
'him ſo many great indignitics here; 
\on earth : Heit was, that had tem- 
, pred him in the Wildernefſe: Hee 
| it was, that put 1tinto F#das heart, 
| ro betray him. It was therefore 
| very expedient, that the firſt thing 
| he ſhould doe, when hee came to! 
| be an Agent, ſhould be to goe into] 
' Hell, to be revenged upon him as 
{it were in hot bloud ; and for his 
| greater diſgrace, to triumph over | 
him, within his owne Kingcdome. 

. Now which of theſe opinions is 
the more probable, perhaps wee 
may ;- but which 1s the truer, who 
| can bee ſure 2 Seing probability 
F5 and | 
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and truth. doe not alwaies goe to- 
gether ; and ſometimes the more 
true, 1s the lefſe probable; there 
being fallacies, afwell in Reaſon as 
{in Senſe ; and indeed,in matters ob- 
- { ſcure, and not recalled in Scripture; 
we may ſooner miſtake all, then | 
take any at all right, and never 
know inany of rhem, when we be 
right, or wrong : and therefore of 
{ſuch poynts, though it may be to- 
lerated to make Diſquiſitions, yet ' 
it is- not fafe to make concluſions, | 
Sapere ad ſobrietatem, is an excellent | 
rule in all caſes ; but where the | 
4eruth is but conjecurall, ( as in this. 
caſe ) moſt of all; and it was juſtly | 
ſa:d of Chriſt: Tee erre 20t knowing | 

| 2he Scriptures : For if our know: 
i leage be grounded, and not upon | 
; Scriptures; not onely Errour is | 
eattly let in , but it is hardly | 
kept out. What the Scripture de- | 
| livers 
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| | therefore in this poynt, our ſafeſt 
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'part fallacious; ſcidome focleare,; 
|\ro induce a belicte; ſeldome fo; 
| certaine to breed a knowledge :and 


(courſe is, to content our ſelves with 
'that which our Creed delivers, that 
; Chriſt deſcended into hell : and not 
be to0 curious in cxamining, much 
cle too peremptory in concluding, 
either the manner or the cauſcs of 
thus deſcending, 

Bur it Chrift deſcended locally 
into Hell ; How could he ever come 


and truly faid, Omnta re aJverſum ſpe- 
cFantia, nulla retrorſum : Thit from 
| Hel there is no returning. No return- 


ing indeede for thoſe chat are dam- | 
ned ; and are brought thither to | 


him, 


from thence againe*r Secing it is ſaid, 
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livers in plaine termes, we may be: 
|bold to build upon: but inferences; . 
and deductions, are for the moſt. 
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og and die there , but for 
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| riſe againe : becauſe it hath beene 


| they ſlept with their Fathers + and 
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who deſcended into Hell, to overcome 
Hell ; tor him who by deſcending 1n-. 
1, Hell, merited aſcending into Hea-. 
ven : It was not onely poſhible 
that he ſhould returne, bur impoſ- 
ſible he ſhould be there detained. 
There have beene Hereticks: of 
old, at leaſt, ifthey were Hereticks: 
( called 2fochopanichite ) who held 
this opinion, that when the bony 
dyes, then the ſoule falls aſleepe , 
and that there is an Inter ſti tium of li- 
ving as welin the {ou!le, as inthe bo-. 
dys the ſoule lying aſleep, and not | 
waking till the body at the laſt day | 


ſajd of men when they dyed, that 


Saint Pail alſo exprefſeth death by 


ſleeping : where he ſaith, For this 


uſe, wzany of you are weake, and ma- 


py ſieepe - and by this meanes, it 
may bee juſt; {aid , that when a 
man, 
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| mandies, heknowes his judgement 


million of yeares, betweene his 
death and the day of Judgement, 
yet the ſoule lying all the while 


{ aſlcep,they are to him as contiguous 


And this tcemes to bee no 1impro- 
bable opinion, and by which many 
difficult places in Scripture may be 
cleared ; for it it were not thus,how 


falleth, there it lyeth : tor 1ttheſoule 
be in action , while the body is 
dead ; how willthe Tree lye, where 


it falleth 2 Seeing the go 1d ſoules 


will alwaies be doing of good, and 
the cvill ſoules of evill. But if not- 
withitancing. theſe reaſons, this o- 
pinion bee nor ſuffered to paſſe: 
Can ir better bee contuted, then by 
that which is ſaid here, ( Tee deſcen- 
ded inte Hell: ) for , what Hee but 


his ſoule £ If then his foule deſcen- 


preſently: For though there bee a 


could it be ſaid, that where the tree | 
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; ded, and deſcending bee a voluntary | 
action - and no voluntary action 
but of that which is awake ; then 
 certainely, was Chrifts ſoule awake 
| after death, and not aſleep; and if 
his ſoule, then ours aſwell, ſeeing 
| there is no difference, that we know 

; off, berwcene his ſoulc and ours ,bur 
 propenfion to ſinne, | 
But what a kind of perſwading 
[1s this © to ſeeke ro periwadeus to | 
 belecve in Chriſt, by hearing hee 
' was ſcourged and crucified , and 
| hanged amongſt common Malcfa- 
| tors ; and after all this to deſcend | 
into Hell ? Is he like to be a Saviour 
| to us, that could not ſave himſelfe 7 
For if he bad ſaved himſelfe , and 
, come downe from the Croſſe, the 
[Jewes ( pretended ar leaſt) they ; 
would have bceleeved in: him. But 
when he did not this, upon {fo juſt 
a Motive ; what reaſon had they 
bus 
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but to thinke he could nor doeir: 
and then whas® reaſon had they to 


thinke him a Saviour * This indeed 


was the miſt, that blinded the Jewes 
eyes: they could never be brought 
to think him the true Chritt, becauſe 
he came in ſuch meanneſſe & humi- 


 lity : where they looked for a Meſ- 


{1as that ſhould come in ſtate; one 
that ſhould domineere in the world, 


and reſtore the temporall King- 
, dome to the Hebrew Nation. And 
; yer 15 this ons of the maine rea» 


; ſons which makes us know and 
| beleeve him to be the true Chriſt, 


| 


| becauſe it 15 moſt agreeable to all 
' the ancient Prophecies, that ſuch 
| a one the true Chriſt ſhould bee. 
And indeed ſeeing hee came into 
the world to bee a Redeemer, and 
' Redeeming conſiſted no lefſe in ſuf- 


 fering then'in doing : It was neceſ- 


ſary hee ſhould come in fach an 
Eſtate, | 


! 


{ 
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Eſtate, as might be fitteſt for ſuf- 
fering , , ſo to pay for us the utter- 
moſt farthing of our debt'; not 
onely by Adive , but aſwell alſo 
by Paſhive obe6ience, which hee 
could not have done, "at leaſt, not 
made appeare to have done, it hee 
had come in {uch ftateas the Jewes 
expected, 
But though he deſcended into Hell, 
The third * S and no douubr , did 
| day hee roſe < great matters at his 
| againe. 7 being there ; yet it 
ſeemes he was __ long about It ; 
for the Third day he roſe a c againes, Not 
ſooner then the third day , that it 
| might appeare, hee had beene cer- | 
| tainly dead: Nor later,thar he might 
nor leave his Diſciplcs too long in 
diſcomfort : Not {ooner then the 
hird aay, that there might be time 
ſufficient for his foules rriumphing; 
Nor latter, that there might not be 
time, 
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tine ſufficient for his bodies cor- | 


Fir pting : Not tooner, thenghe third 
| day, that hee Might noraboliſh the 
| 01d Sabbath upon the old Sabbath; 
| Nor later, thar he mightnot jcave 


[ 


| 


the world without a Sabbath ; for 
if hee had not riſen till the tourth 
ay , then had the third aay, beene 
ne1iher Sabbath-day, nor working- 


| Cay ; Not a Sabbath, becauic hee 


was 0: then rien, whoſe onely 
rifing made the new Sabbath , not 
a working-day, becauſe bur one 
dzy byit iclie, and none of the ſix, 
that were at firſt ordained to bee 


\ working-0ayes, 


And now 1s performed the thing 
ſignified , of which, Fonas was the 
figne, for as Foxas went down in- 
to the Whales belly, and after three 
dayes was Caſt out fate upon the 
ſhoare: So Chriſt having deſcended 
into the Whales belly, of Hell, was 


the | 
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the third day feta ſhore on the earth, 
and roſeqrom the dead, Now is ve- 
rifted the ſaying of Chriſt,at which 
the Jewes tooke ſuch fcandall, 
Deſtroy yee the Temple , and in three | 
aayes 1 will build it up azaine : For | 
when the Jewes had deſtroyed the 
ſacred Temple ofhis Body, by put- 
| ting him to death upon the Crofle, 
in three dayes he built it up againe, 
and roſe trom the dead. And now 
| was verified the Prophecie, That the 
glory of the ſecond Temple ſhould bee 
greater then that of the former : For ſo 
was Chriſts body being riſen from 
the dead; farre more glorious,then 
the body in which he dyed. 

| And now the third ay being 
come, hee roſe from the dead, but 
why trom the dead 2 For onely 
his body from the dead ; his ſoule | 
from Hell : and why then from | + 
the dead, rather then from Hell* | 
Is, 
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well mentioned, as the riſing of his | 


his body 2 And why then, not as 
| 


body 2 But 1s it nor, that to ſay, 


| he roſe from the dead, includes them 
' both ; ſeeing his body could nar | 


| . * - 
' riſe without his foule : befades, it 
. 

| fromthe dead, then to riſe from bell, 


\ becaule to riſe from the dead, is our 
' owre caſe; but to riſe from Hell, is 
never like to bethe caſe of any, but 


| onely of himielte, Neither indeed, 


| canit properly be ſaid, He roſe froms | 


Hell, ſeeing there can bee no 7ifing, 
where there was not a falline firſt ; 
bur though his ſoule deſcended into 
Hell, yertitfcllnotin Hell, as his 
body did by death , and therefore 
| proper onely to ſay, Hee roſe from 
| the Dead, and not from Hell, 

|  NeverCordiall was more com- 


- More CONncernes us to fay 5 hee roſe 


Try 
Is not the riſing of his ſoule as wor- i 
thy of our beliefe, as the rifing of | 


| 
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fortable to a fainting ſpirit ; then 
this Article isto us : The Article 
betore, pur us alnioſt cleane out of 
heart : For if his being dead and 
buried, touched us fo very neerely; 
how could his acſcendine into Hell, 
but touch us ro the very quick 7 But 
now, this Article of his riſing from 
the dead, puts new life into us, {ce- 
ing by this, we are ailured, not 0n- 
ly of the greatnefſe of his power, 
that could ſo cafily vanquiſh Death 
| ana Hell - but of the greatneſle of 
his Jove, that as hee did it for our 
| ſzkes: ſotor ourcomtort, he would 
| come agiine , to let us know it, 
| And indeed, though Chriſt did well 
enoveh himſel: e, with his d:ſcen- 
aing into Hill , yet we for our parts 
could never well brooke this Arti- 
cle, tor two unpleafing words that 
are 1n it ; Hell and Deſcending, cx- 
treamely diſtaltfull, both. For Hell 
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isa terrours and Deſcenarne, a dil. 
grace : but now, this Article of his 
Riſing, cheeres us.up againe, for 
| | Hell 1s no terrour, to him that can 
| | vanquiſh it;and Deſcending,is no dil- 

| grace to himthat can riſe againe,and 
| |jndeed, there 1s nothing that more 
pleaſeth us then 7i/zng. For, aslong 
as we be 7i/ſ;pg, wee can never doe 
amiſle ; asthe word never plves of- 
| fence z ſo the action never takes 
| hurt; and ſpecially, if wee riſe, as 
: Chriſt did from the dead, For how 
| much the place from which wee 


| | riſing it ſelfeis more gratefull, and 


' | ſeeing nothing is more harefull, 
then cath i therefore, nothing is 
| more gratctull, then riſeme from the 

| Dead, 
| But though Chriſt continued 
. . longer dead , then his Diſciples 
| could have wiſhed ; yet hee roſe 


4 


ſooner | 


| 


A eee LTD LS 


. . - 6 CO CG 


' riſe, is more hatefyll, ſo muchthe : 


— 


_—_— 


- - E 6 Co 
oy 2 
RO 4 = ” P 


| 118 Meditations ayd Diſquiſitions | 
nr TD To dos 
ſooner from the Dead ; then per- 
| haps they expected : and perhaps | ' 
they expected not he ſhould riſe 
at all ; For, if Mary Mazaalene had 
beleeved that Chrift jhould rife a-. 
Zaine, would thee have come to the | 
Sepulchre with Spices to Embalme | 
him £ 
But how 1s1ttrue,that Cliriſt did ' 
riſe the third dey, when it appeares | 
he role before it was day * For! 
the Sunne was not riſen, when | 
| Chriſt roſe; and ir is the riling of ! 
the Sunne, that makes it day. But | 
' though the Sunne were not riſen, 
{ yet it was upoff riſing, and that 


; 


' was enough to denominate it 
day. And beſides, before the Sun 
 riſeth, there is alwaics a Dilucalum, 
| a day-bregke ; and that certainely e- 
| nough, to make it bee called, Day, 
| But it ſeems, it 15 ineant in the Goſ- 


' 


| pell,to expreſle,not only thatit was | * 
the |] 
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| the third day ; bur what time of the 
| third day it was, when Chriſt aroſe, 
And indeed, whether wee take the 
day, after the account of the Jewes, 
who begin their day at Sun ſctring , | 
*| orafter the account of the Romans, 
| who begin their day at Midnight, as | 
| WE do; in both the accounts,it was | 
| | the thirdday, and then the Sun riſing | 
was the time of the day, in which | 
 heroſe. 
' Butwhy then would Mary Maxe- | 
. Aalene come no ſooner with her | 
Spaces ; ſeeing by this account, the | 
' Sabbath day that had hindred her, | 
' was ended Jong before 2 Was it : 
; not, that if ſhee had gone ſooner, 
' ſhee muſt have gone by darke: 
. and could ſhee in the darke, have 
| | done the worke ſhee went about ? 
; And to have gone by candle-light, 
would have bred falp irion. The * 


m_—_— 


| 0 | Watchmen then might juſtly have | | 


ſaid, d, 
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and as. ſoone as the third day, 
affoorded but any dawning of 
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ſaid, Hu Diſciples came by nigat, and 


| bole him away - bur now ſhee tooke | 


advantage of the firſt light, to bee | 
zoing t0 the Sepulchre ,, as Chriſt may | 
be thoughtar che ſame time, to bee 
riſing from the Sepulchre - 2nd per- 
haps , it was bur the diſtance of. 
place, that made the difference of 
time, betweene her comming, and 
his rif ins z and it was wecll, 
there was that difference of time; 
For, if thee had come ſooner, ſhee 
had found Chriſt lying dead in 
his grave ſtill ; and to have Em- 
balmed him then with her Spices, 
migat' have. brought imputation 
upen his Reſurreftionz have made it 
. thought, that the vertue of her 
Spices had revived him; and there- 
fore to prevent this ſcandall, Chriſt 
was up before Mary Magdalen Came: 


light } 


| light; (for where Saint Fohn ſaith, ' IJ 
While it was yet aarke, is buta phraſe } Þ 


#por the Creeae, = I2r! 


of expreſſing, It was not broad day- 
lizht, ) Heroſe from the Dead, 


would not riſe, but with the riſfing 


could not riſe, but with the riſing of 


was covered with darkeneſſe: fo 


2ad ; the Sunne riſeth from the j 
darke, and makes the day ſpring fron 
on high againe with his light, Was | 
it ever heard before, thar two Suns 
did riſe, both together? And why 


—_—QJc. 
— 


And is there not in this a My- | 
ſtery 2 May we not ſay, that Chriſt | 


of the Sunne , b=cauſe the Sunne | 


Chriſt. For, as when Chriſt lefr his } 
life, the Sunne left his light, and | 


now, that Chriſt riſeth from the j 


was it ſo now , but to ſhew, that | 
he is the true light, that lighteth every | 
one that commeth into the world : and 


that in his light, we ſhall ſee light. O 


G as 


— 


bleſſed Sunne of Righreouſneſle, | 


1 
2 
y 

| 

| 

| 
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as thou didſt then riſe and appeare | 
to thy Apoſtles, with beames of E- 
comfort, to remove from them all ' 
darknes of ſorrow ; ſo vouchſafe | 
now to riſe in my heart, with beames 
of grace , tO diſpell from mee all | * 
clcuds of errow ; that I may not | 
take thee for a Cardiner , as Mary 
Mazaalen did ; but that calling me. 
by my name ; I may anſwer thee ! 
with Rabboni, : as Mary Magdalen did; | 
who though ſhee came 100 ate, ro. 
1annoint thee with her Spices, dead: 
yet ſhe came time cnough, tobe the | 
firſt meſſenger of thy riſ ing fromthe | 
acad; and to have the honour to bee | 
 poſtola Apoſtalis, the Apoſtle to , 
thy Apoſtles; who, but for her | 
inceſſant diligence, might have lan- 
{ guithed longer in the ignorance of 
thy rilivge 

But1s it true indeed, that Chriſt |, 
did riſe from the dead, and that it | 
E- is | 
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| is not a tricke put uponus ? Secing 
| he appeared not to all the people, 
' but onely to ſome few men , and 
area few men ſufficient witneſles,to 


| make ſo incredible a thing to becre- 


Gited 2 Butthough he appeared not |. | 


toallthe people, yet he appeared to 
all the Apoſtles, that their holineſle 
might well ſupply their number, 


'and to all the Apoſtles at diverle | 


times , that the frequencie might | 
well cleare them from miſtaking: 


and if incredulity, notwithſtanding 

| : ; ; . | 
all this, will ſtill bee excepting a- | 
| gainſt their witnefle ; have we not | 
' then, more then five hundred bre.. } 
thren at once, that {iw him. being ; 
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riſen from the dead, that if we be- j 


 leeve it not now, having ſo many | 
witneſles , . and ſuch witnefles to | 
confirme it ; neither would yyee : 
| beleeveirt though an Angel ſhould | 
come and tell it us , from Hea- 

G 2 vens ; 


SEC” a. on. mo Fe 


—— — _— _ _ 
—— - » — — 


—_— th _—_—_—— — —_— 


"| |124 Meditations and Diſquiſitions 


ven., and indeede, an Angell 
| did come from heaven, and tell it 
| ro Mary Magdalen ;'He # riſen, he is 
wot here, 

But why would not Chriſt be- 
ing riſen from the dead ; ſuffer him- | 
ſelfe to be ſeene of the Jewes: was 
he affraid, they would Crucifie him 
apaine, as they had done before ? 
but there needed bee no ſuch feare, 
ſecing his body was now impaſſi- | 
ble, and not ſubje& any more to| 
ſuch indignittes. But indeede to 
what cnde ſhould the Jewes have 
] (eene him? For. tt would but have 
moved them to more blaſphemy | 
chey would but have ſaid, as they 
had ſaid before,that he was a Magcias, 
and had a devil, and though they 
had beene allowed the favour of 
Saint Thomas, to put their hands into 
he ſides : ver they would never have 
beleeved himto bee the ſame man, 
3 whom | 
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whom chey had putto death; bur ra- 


ther ſome Devil taatappeared in his | 


likenefſe : And were theſe fit men 
ro have the favour to ſee Chriſt 2 
The penitent Mary Mazdalen cold 
not be allowed to touch him : and 
ſhould ſuch reprobate Jewes be al- 
lowed todoe it 2 even to the Diſ- 
Ciples themſelves, he appeared bur 
at times, acd in ſhort fits , rather 
to confirme their belicfe of his re- 
ſurreion; then to keep them com- 
pany with his converſation. So 
as there was cauſe enough why he 
was not ſcene of the Jewes ; but 


why, after be was riſen, he ſtayed 


forty daies upon the earth, b<tore 


he Aſcended ; and in thoſe forty 


daies, appeared nine times, and bur 
nine times to his Diſciples. This 


indeed is a Myſtery , whereof , | 


without divine Revelation, wee 
ſhall never come to underſtand the 


— 


| 


reaſon. G3 But | 


1 
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But though Chriſts body might 
rife from the dead, yet how could 
. it come forthof the Sepulchre, ſee- 
{ing a great ſtone was rowled acainſt 

, It, tO keep himin 2 Wasit,that the 
Angel came from heaven, of pur- 
.Fole to let him out ? In this in- 
. deed , the Doctors of the Church 

; Are much divided ; ſome of them 
hold; ng that the Angel came direct- 
I forthar purpoſe; as amongſt o- 
thers of the Authors, Pope Leo, (I 
'thinke) the ſecond : and of the la- 
f 'ter amongſt us Maſter Perkins.Some 
'againe holding, that the Angel row- | 
Jed away the ſtone indced, but not 
toany ſuch purpoſe, as amongſt 0- 
thers; of the Ancients, Saint Hie- 
rome; and of the latter, Biſhop An- 
drewes, who in his ſeventeenth Prin- 
[ted Sermon, iaith thus - The An- 
gel indeed rowled away the flone , but 
Chriſt was riſen firſt : and the flone 
EEE rowled 
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rowled away after. But ſeeing Mary 
Magdalen asked not this queſtion, 
why thould we 2 Was it not more, 
that Chriſts body ſhould riſeacall, 
then that riſing, it ſhould make its 
' way through any obſtacle « And 
why more, to come out of the Se- 
pulchre, while the ſtone lay there : 
then to come in, amongſt his Apo- 
| ſtles, when the doores were ſhat ? 
For indeed, who knowes, Or is able 
|to define + what the abilities and 
priviledges of a glorified body arc? 

But how are we ſure, that it was 
the true body of Chriſt that appea- 
red; and not rather a phantaſme or 
ohoſt;ſceing a phantaſme ſeems alſo 
| to be a body : as the Samuel, which 
the Witch of Ezavr raiſcd up to 
Saul ? Indeed for this, we are be- 
holding to Saint Thomas ; for, his 
doubting, hath made this out of 
doubt: For, putting his hand into his 
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' 1f4e, without which he would not be- 
[leeve, hee found it to bee fleſh. and 
bone, of which, a phantaſme or 
ghoſt hath none ; and therefore, 
|thongh it may deceive the ſeeing - 
| yet it cannot deceive the zonching. 

And here, beſides the litterall | 
| ſenſe, there may not unfitly bee 
\drawnea 200d Morall obſervation: 
that as Chriſt did not riſe from the 
(dead ; till he had firſt deſcended in- |, 
to Hell, ſothe beſt meanes, to riſe | 
; from the death of finne, is to de- | 
ſcend into the Hell and torment of |. 
| Conſcience, by penitent contrition | 
and indeed, he that truely feeles the 
compunction of ſoule for his ſinne; 
may juſtly be ſaid, ro bein hell for 
the time, ſceing no hell can mini- |. 
ſter greater torment, but yet with | 
this difference : that where inthe | 
torment of Hell, there is utter de- 
ſpaire; in this torment of Com- | 
punetion, 
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punction, there is aſſured hope.. 9 | * 
gracious God, ſo'frame mce to deſcend 
into ths Hell of Compunttion, by peni- 
tent contritios ; that 1 may mwer 
come to feelethe torments of the Hell, 
where there # nothing but weeping and; 
gndſhing of teeth. fn 

But by what power was it,that 


| riſing, and being zayſed - to 7iſe, is | 


dye , and in this, . there 1s no incon- 


Chriſt roſe from the dead & For 
there is -grett difference betweene 


properly by ones owne power. to 
be raiſed, is properly bythe power 
of another; and they cannot bee| 
both true : and why thenare they 
both -ſaid 2. For as it is faid here, | 
tharhe roſe; ſo in another pace, it 
is ſaid, that he was raiſed, Is it not: 
that his 7/{-g.was as his dyizg; vo- 
luntary and-yet-impoſed, he ayea, 
becauſe he would dye - and he dyed, 
becauſe his Father decreed him to 
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' oruitie ; ſeeing all, Opera ad extra z 
| O NE. 
| all exreriour workes s and all are 
| exteriour works that are not perſ{o- 
inall : as they be common to all the 
| perſons in the Deitie, ſo they may 
| be affirmed of the whole Deity. 
He aſcended & Afﬀeer the Article 
into Heaven, Qof beliefe, that Chrilt 
roſe fromthe dead: our next Belicte 
is, that he aſcended into* Heaven ; and 
indeed it fojllowes well : For, as 
when he came downe from heaven, 
he never left deſcending , till hee 
| deſcended into hell , fo now that he 
15 7zſen, he never leaves 77mg, till he 
aſcend up to Heaven, And ſo m 
| ſoule, ſhouldſt rhou doe, not thinke 
it enough to riſe up from ſinne, and 
there ftay ; but never leave riſing, 
till thou aſcend up to Heaven as 
Chrift did. 
| But what? Aſcendas ſoone as he 
was 7iſes ? Wiat time was there 


then, 


DD Over — 


| 


ſurretion ;, and he torbore appea- 
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then, for Thomas to put his hand in- | 
to his fide £ What time for Peter 
to take charge of his Sheepe 2 Hee | 
therefore aſcended not preſently af- 
ter his up-riſing ; but ſtayed forty 
dayes uponearth before he aſcended ; 
in which time, hee appeared ninei 
times to his Apoſtles and Difci- 
ples. But what needed he to have 
ſtayed fortie dayes, it hee appza- 
red but nire times © Or why ap- 
peared hee but nine times, if hee 
ſtayed fortie dayes 2 Indeed, to 
give the reaſon of the number 
of his times of appearing ; and 
why at other times hee corcealed 
himſelte : 1s perhaps a ſecret be. 
yond our capacitie : Onely in ge- 
nerall, wee may conceive , that 
hee appeared ſometimes, to make 
his Diſciples aſſured of his Re- 


11ng ſometimes, to weane them 
from | 


Is 


% 
% 


| cultics of a glorified boay,,. rhat it 
can vaniſh:away at pleaſure; thar | 


| 
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from their carnall deſire of his pre- | 


ſence. He appeared ſometimes, to- 
inſtru them:in many things which 
they knew not befores and he for- 
bore appearing ſomctimes ,. to pre- 
pare their mindes for his-aſcending. 

But howſoever, by theſe hisap- 
pearings,. hee manifeſted foure fa- 


it can cate or faſt at pleaſure, that 


it-can alter ſhape at pleaſure that 
it can enter, where the doores-are 
ſhat : For all theſe Chriſt did after. 
his 7:fng, by vertue. of. his glorified. 
body - But that his Bedy, though 
elorified, . was at any time in more 


places then one at once, is no where | 


tro be found in the. holy Scriptures, 
and . can never bee proved by the. 


| Word of: God.. 
But to.-what Heaven was it that 
Chiift aſcend:d4 ? Not as ſome foo- 


Jiſhly 
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liſhly interpret thoſe words of De- | 
vid: In Sole poſuit tabernaculum ſuum, | 
as though hee placed his Taber- | 
nacle in the Sunne, and went no 
higher : For, if this were ſo, how 
could he come to fitatthe right hand 
of. his Father, whoſe throne 1s:in 
the higheſt heavens, | 
This aſcending of Chrift into hea- 

ves, makes juſtly a high Feſtivall a- | 
mong us, which wee call Aſcenſion 
day; bur ſhould we not rathercall 
it- :ſcenſeon yeare, or ſome longer 
time then a yeares at leaſt, if wee 
meane it. as: long as the time hee 
ſpent in aſcending, For if it were 
lefle then yeares, it may be written 
for a Wonder: ſeeing Alpharabims,; 
a.great Aſtrologer amoneſt the A4-- 
rabians, affirmes for certaine, the 
Starry-Heaven to be ſo high above 
the Earth, that-a man with reaſona-. 
ble journeyes, could hardly goe it 

1n | 
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in eight thouſand yeares : and 0- 
ther Aſtronomers affirme, the di- 
ſtance from the Earth to the ne- 
.thermoſt Heaven, to bee no leſle 
then foureſcore Millions of miles : 
And another expreſſeth the diſtance 
thus, that if a Mill-ſtone were fal- 
ling downe from Heaven, it would 
be neere a hundred yeares in falling, 
before it came to the Earth, And 
it wee wonder at theſe things (as 
indeed they are moſt wondertull) 
wee may conſider what juſt cauſe 
there is, to have this Attribute gi- 
ven to God, to be the Maker of hea- 
ven and earth, But though the di- 
ſtance of place be {o great, and the 
motion of a naturall body bee ſo 
flow , yet what is this to aglorifi- 
ed body, thar makes no reckoning 
of diſtance of place ; but far ful- 
|gaurs, like Lightning, is able to 
move from any part of the world 
©O 
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 toanother in an inſtant , that if we 
meaſure the length of the Feſtivall, 
- by the length of the time which 
: Chriſt ſpent in Aſcending; we need 
not call it Aſcenſion day, but Aſcen- 
ſion minnte © ſceing his glorified body 
was able in a minute, to paſſe from 
the Earth to the higheſt Heavens, 
And though , when hee began his 
Aſcent from Mount Olivet , hee (et 
out at firſt ſo ſlowly, that if 
he went no faſter, he was not like 
to get to Heaven 1n many yeares: | 
p yetthat was done, but a4 paſcendos 
þ Diſcipulorum oculos 5 as it were to 
- feed his Diſciplescyes : to theend, 
[s they might the better obſerve his 
0 Aſcending, and be the more ſenſible 
bs of it, and perhaps, to ſhew how 
unwilling hee was to leave them, 
For afterward, no doubt, hee men- 
ded his pace, and made: uſe of the 
Ry of his glorified Body ; and 

per- | 
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| where now there were fifty dayes, | 
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while the Angel ſtood blaming the 
Apoſtles; forgazing up afterhim, 
But it he had been Aſcended into 


the Holy Ghoſt downe upon his 


loe, I am with you alwayes to the ende 
of the world + meaning, either by 
himſclfe, or by the Holy Ghoſt: 


in which, they neither had Chriſt, 
10 inquire into Myſteries that are hidden 
from us, and will be ſtill, till wee come 


Holy Ghoſt was ſent, 
Burt what ground have wee for 


Heaven ?* Seeing Saint Mathew and 


perhaps, was arrived in Heaven; | 


Heaven ſooner, why did he notſcnd | 


Apoſtles, till after fifty daies, that | 
| he began his Aſcending - that ſo hee | 
might bave kept his promiſe : And | 


northe Holy Ghoſt amongſt theme | 
O my ſoule, what preſsmption- « this : | 


our your to heaven, from whence the | 


it, that Chriſt indeed aſcended into | 


> 


Saint| | 
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Saint F0hs, who were likely to have 
ſeene ir, ſpeake nothing ar all of it; 
onely Saint Marke and Saint Lake, 
who faw it not, and had it butat the 
ſecond hand; record it to us; and 
is it reaſon, to beleeve them that 
ſveake but by heare-ſfay 5 wheneye 
witneſſes, 1f any ſich thing were, 
are filent , eſpecially, ina matter of 
ſo great conſequence as his Aſces- 
fron 15% Ir 1s true indeed, Saint Ma-. 
thew, for what cauſe I know not, | 
breaks off his Goſpel before Chriſts | 
Aſcending ; but Saint Fohn, though 
hee ſpeake not of it, in the place, 
where the other doe ; yet hee had 
delivered it, at leaſt, intimated it, 
before in his Goſpel, where hee 
mentions Chriſt-to ſay, What,andif 
yee ſhall ſee the Soune of man aſcend up, 
where he was before ? And Saint Pasl 
a Witneſſe without exception, at- | 
firmes plainely, That more then five 
hundred | 
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hundred brethren at once ſaw him Af: 


cending ; and himſcltealſo, though 
he ſaw him not Aſcend, yet he ſaw 
him being Aſcended - that nothing 
can have a more ſure ground of 
Beleeving : nothing bee more cer- 
taine , then Chriſts Aſcexairg into 
Heaven, _—- 

And of his Aſcention, wee may 
ealily conceive, two ſpeciall ef- 
tes; One, which we are ſure off, 
the other, which wee hope : the 
ficſt, his owne glory; that having 
received indignities on earth, hee 
might receive the reward of them 
in Heaven : the other, our com- 
fort ; that where he ts, we maybe alſo. 
O bleſſed Saviour , I know not 
whethermore togrieve, for thy De- 
[cending into Hell, or more to joy, for 
thy Aſcending up to Heaven: yet muſt 
confeſle, there is advamage on the 
joyes part: For , though one of 


—— 


| 


i . 


| 


them | | 
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them was to thee moſt prejudiciall : 
yet both of them are to mee moſt 
- | beneficiall, 

There are many that aſcend: 
(for weareall of aclimbing nature) 
but notinto Heaven : 'They aſcend 
but with Sy» Mazus, up into the 
Ayres; the popular ayre of Am- 
birion, and glory-of the World : 
and alas, they preſently tall downe 
againe,becauſe the thin Ayre is not 
able to beare them up; and the end 
of theſemen i worſe then the beginning. 
There is no Aſcending good, but 
into Heaven : For, once come th1- 
ther, there will be no falling down 
againe; For though Lacifer did ſo 
once , yet it is never like, to bee. 
done ſo any more. | 

It was never heard, that any | 
Aſcended np to Heaves till now, but | 
onely Elias the Prophet: a type | 
perhaps of Chriſts 4/cending, who | 
aſcen- | 
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aſcended up in a fiery Chariot , and 
wee may marvell, how hee could 
ever get to Heaven, and not bee 


fire of his Chariot, was perhaps, 
the ardourand burning love of Se- 
raphins : which like the fire that 
appeared in the Buſh to Moſes, 
theugh it barnes,it never conſumes. And 
thou my ſoule, if with this ardour 
and burning love of God , thou 
couldft enflame thy heart ; thou 
alſo might'ſt Aſcend up to Heaven 
ina fiery Chariot, as Elias did, 

| But though. Z/;4 went up into- 


ſaid ; that he Aſcended into heaven : 
For he was taken up in a Fiery Cha- 
riot, and to bee taken up, is by the 
power of another; to Aſcend, is by 
his owne power 3 and this, Elias 
-did not, nor ever any, but onely 
Chriſt. 


Heaven yet itcannot properly be 


| 


burnt by the way ; but indeed, the | 


But |: 
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| Heaven, yet he «ſcended not as the 


| theright hand 


| by his Aſcenarne, a greatalteration 


wpon the Creede, 14x 
But though Chriſt aſcended into 


He fitteth at I ſoules of the Saints 

<- doe : to lye under 
8f God. 2 the Altar, when 
they come there : but he Aſcended, 
t0 ft at theright hand of God the Father 
Almighty : For,who indeed, is fir to 
fitat the right hand of the Father, 
but his onely Sonne £ And now. 


is made, in theorder of raking place 
in Heaven. For where before, the 
Cherubins, or Seraphins ; cr what 
other Order, is the higheſt, in rhe 
Hierarchy of Angels, tooke their 
places next to God, Now the hu- 
mane Nature of Chriſt, takes piace 


before them all : that if Zucifer | 


were nowin Heaven, he might have 
juſter caufe,to murmur ar Gods par- 
uality, as he would call it, then c- 
ver he bad, when he firſt revolced. | 
But 


—— 


_ 
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' Bur we miſt nor here bee ledde 
with the weake conceirt of ficſh, or 
wito the vaine conceitof errour; as 
though God were a body, and hada 
right chand and a left hand: like to TY 
who is par us Spiritzs, a puzeand ſim- ' 
ple Spirit; but as we makeaccount, 
that to fit at our right hand, is to | 
have the higheſt place, next our | 
ſelves, ſo when Chriſt is ſaid to fit: -- | 
at the Right hand (His Father it | 
'O meant, that all poweris given him | | 
both in Heavenand Earth, atleaſt, | | 
a power far ſupreme then any crea- | ; 
ture ; a ſoveraigne power over all |- 
creatures. And this, my ſoule,makes | |; 

E 
C 


Gee eee eee ans 


well for thee, and for us all, for 
we may bee ſure, hee fits not there 
for his owne glory onely , but | . 


| as well alſo for the good of his 


Church ; that by fitting there, he : 


may bee the readier to make conti- 
nuall Interceſhon for vs: for alas, | # 


: uu | 


— — 


were it poſſibie. his tile Fleck? 
(houla have been :tble to witli od 
ſ{ominy Aftaul:s, as hivernſt yi- 
ol-mily beene mace upor i. in all 
Ages. 

O Bleſſed Jeſus ; thou well de- 
ſervecſt to fit at the right hand of 
the Father, who didlt offer up thy 
 ſelfe, a perte& ſacrifice of obedi- 
, ence to thy Father ; Thou well de- 
 ferveſt to have the higheſt place in 
| Heaven , who didſt humble, thy 
{clte to the loweſt place in Hell: 
Thou art worthy to have all knees 
bow to thee both in Heaven and 
Earth ; who didſt drinke the bitter 
; Cup of thy Fathers wrath , to re- 
concile all things unto him, both 
in Earth and Heaven. And though 
inthe time of thy Pilgrimage upon 
Earth, thou werrt faine to flee out of 
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| 


| 


| Fudea into Egypt ; and faineto ſtand | 
| 


as | 
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From thence 


he ſhall come to 
Judge,e5c. 
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thine enemies. 


; 


beleeve that Chrif ſe: 
ſhall come to judge 
the quicke ad the dead, when he pro- 


feſſeth himſelfe that hee TZudegeth xo | th 


and faine to hang nailed on the ac- 
curſed Tree; 'and faine after all, to 
lic buried in a Grave: (all Poſtures' 
_ of miſery) yer now art laſt, thouart 

- cometoa Poſture of reſt; For hos 

| ſztreſt : and to a ſeat of glory; For 
thou ſatteſt at the right hand of thy Fa- 

ther : and there ſhalt ſit in reſt and 
glory, till the time come, that thou 
come to give juſt ſentence upon 
them, whogave unjuſt ſentence u p- 
on thee, and to bee avenged of all 
For as we beleeve 
that Chriſt ſatteth at the right hand of 
his Father , So we belecve hee ſhall | q 
come from thence, t0 judge beth the | vi 
quitke and the dead. | 


wn 
as a Priſoner at the Barre of Pilate, | | 


| 6 
[ 
[ 
a 
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But how can wee | th 
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fe, | man. Itistracindeed, he judged no 
c- | | man while he was here upon earth, 
to | to be judged himſclfe : but now 
<5| | thatall power is given him both in 
ut | heaven and carth ; wee beleeve, it 
os | is 2 partof that power ; that he ſhalt | 
or | | come 10 Judge both the quicke and the 
'4- | dead. 
ad | Bur when will the time of his 
ou ; comming bee 2 Omy ſoule, thou 
on. | maiſt well reſt ſatisfied, with that 
p- anſwer of Chriſt to his Apoſtles, 
all |1t not for you to know the times and | 
ve. | ſeaſons, whichGod hath lockt up in hi |: 
{ of pans breaſt, Yet ſee the vaine in- 
all | quifttiveneſſe of mans nature, that 
th; | would know that, which is hidden 
; from the Angels , and more then 
zee | this, from the Sonne of man him- 
ri | ſelte alchough itmay ſeem {trange, 
dre that he ſhould not know the day of 
ro- | Judgement : who is himſclte, tobe 
#0 | the Judge ? and yer nor ſtrange, | 
AN. H ſecing i 
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ment, belongs to himthar appoints 
the Judge ; and is perhaps one of 
the things, which makes God fay 
Secrctum meum mihi, My ſecret to! 
my ſclfe: but moſt of all, my ſoule, 
it may beenough for thee, that thou 


|artſure to hea!enewes of thy own 


judgement ſoone enough; even as 


T{ſoone as thou leaveſt this finnefull 


body : andas forthe generall Judg- 


| ment, thou needeſt not trouble thy 
ſelfe, when, or how long, it ſhall |; 
be a comming : ſceing, though it | \ 
may perhaps encrea'e thy particu- |t 
[1 


-lar judgement, yet it ſhall nor al 
ter It, 


we beleeve from whence ke ſhall 
come :- yet wee have no belicfe, 
whither he ſhall come, Ir hath bene 
| | a recel- 


” 4 —— _—_ —_—_— 
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ſeeing to appoint the day of judge-| 


« 
| 


tl 


And as wee are uncertaine of | 0 
the tune « ſo wee are no lefle un. | fe 
certaine of the place : For though| kt 
"50 


at 


w_an_ ay 
——— ho 


miracle, as is {aid ro have beene u- f 


| Templeto hold themall , but when 


-| for want of roome 3 when yet | 


| at what time, or to what place hee 
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a reccived opinion by ſome, that} 
he ſhall come into the Valley of 
Fehoſophat , and keepe his Sefions } 
there : but alas, what is the Val- | 
ley of Fehoſophat, to receive the 
| 


innumerable. number of perſons, } 
that muſt make their appearance 
there 5 ſcarſe the whole earth, | 
would be roome enough to make} 
a Scfſions-houſe for ſuch a compa- } 
ny : unlefle perhaps, by the like 


ſuallin the Jewiſh Synagogue; that } 
when the people kneeled downe, 
there was roome enouzh in the 


they ſtood up, they were tain,many | 
of them to goe out of the Temple, | 


kneeling downe muſt needs take up | 
moreroome, then ſtanding up. 
But though we know not, either 


H 2 ſhall 
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[dead; tor ſo, they ſhould not bee 


| oh ! how terrible will that day be ? 


ſhallcome , yet we beleeve to what 
purpoſe hee ſhall come , For, hee 
fhall come to judge the quicke and the 
dead : The quick, thoſe whom hee 
ſhall finde alive at his comming, 
and the dead, thoſe who dyed before, 
his comming : Or the quicke, thoſe! 
thatare alive in gracc: and zhedead, 
them that aredead in fin. Bur not 
to judge the dead, while they are 


able ro anſwer for themſclves, 
which cannot Rand with the juſtice 
of ſo righteous a Judge ; but athis 
comming, at the ſound of a Trum- 
pet; The Sea and the Earth ſhall give 


and ſtand at his Tribunal! , to receive 
their ſentence, of pardon or condemna- 
tion , according is their works, And 


For ifthe day were tertible ia which 


| 


up their dead, and they (hall all ariſe, | 


the Law was given , ſo terrible, 


that 


Tg On 
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| 


, | ſelfe, either —_— of Satan, 
' | or motions to fi 

| upon this Article, and when thou | 
. | moſt aſſured, that there ſhall moſt | 


1n which all thoughts of the heart, 


__— 


— 
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that Mount Sinai was all of a ſmoake; 
how terrible will that day bee, in 
which the tranſgreflors of the Law, 
ſhill all be brought to recciue their 
Triall 2 Tf the day were terrible | 
which was a day of grace ; how | 
terrible will the day be, which ſhall 
be a day of puniſhment 2 O my 
ſoule, let the remembrance of this 
Article be never out of thy minde; 
and if at any time thou findinthy 


nne ; then thinke 
thiokeſt upon it, beleeve it; and be 
certainly bee a day of judgement z 


though never brought forth in| 
words, ſhall bee diſcovered , all 
ations of life, though never ſo [e- 
cretly done, ſhall all be laid open; ; 
and judgenecnt ſhall be given upon | 

H 3 them 


—————__m_ pe = —_— 


p—_— — —— 


PR eee 


150. Meditations and Diſquiſitions 


alitie, And let us not flatter our 


ſclves in ſecurity, becauſe he who | 


is now our Advocate, ſhall bethen 


| our Judge z but rather conſider , 
that though hee be now a Lambe, 


he will then be found to be a Lyon; 


| Demonſiravit petentiam, qui demon- 


feravit patientiam ; and let us pre- 
pare our ſclves againſt thar day 
in feare and trembling z; and let 
us ſend up ſtrong cries: to him z 
that as the good Thicfe, obtained 
to be remembred of him, when he 


came into his kingdome :. ſo wee 


may obtaine of 'him, to be remem- 


judgement, 

Before wee leave this Article , 
there is One obſervation which may 
not be omitted ; that this Article 
is of a different making from all 
the reſt : all the other might bee 


bred in mcrcy, when he comes to 


them all, without favour, or partt- | 


ma7e 
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made by Apoſtles ; but this ſeemes 


rather to bee made by a Prophet: | 
For our belicfe initis Propheticall, |. 
and tells what Chriſt will doe in | 
time to come. Indeed, none of the | 
Articles concerning Chriſt; are in | 
the Future tenſe but onely this; | 


as none of them 1s in the Preſent 
tenſe, but onely the next before, 


He fitteth at the Tight hand of his Fa- 
ther « all the other Arcicles are in |. 


the Preterperietrenſe,and ſpeake of 
the time' paſt : cven irom his con- 
ception, to his aſcending into Hea- 


all time is Preſent; no more Pre- 
terperfe& tenſe then, no more men- 
tion of time paſt, and therefore our 
Articleturnes Preſent too, He ſitteth 
at the right hand of his Father , and 
thece ſhould fit and enjoy his Pre- 
ſent renſe , and time tor ever, if 


Cm 


[ 


| ven, in the Pceterpertect tenie, all: | 
but once «ſcended ints Heaven, whore | 


| 


4. Ir} 


. 
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it were not for us : but as once 
before, for our ſakes hee left Hea- 
ven and came downe to redeeme 


| us : ſo once againe, for our ſakes 


hee will leave Heaven , and come 


downe to judge us. For without 
| judging, he could not come to re- 
 warding, No comming to Yerite 
benedifti Patris, Come yee bleſſed of 
my Father ; untill hee have- judged 
firſt : and without comming tothis 
Yerits, all that weat before, would 
come to nothing. And therefore 
all the benefit of theſe Preterper- 
fe tenſes, conſiſts in this Future ; 


{ all the harveſt I may ſay, of the 0- 


ther Articles, is reaped in this laſt; 
that Chriſt ſhall come to judee the 
quick andthe aetdy, O therefore my 
ſoule, be carctull co lead thy life ſo 


{;nthis preſent world,that thou maiſt| 


not bce afraid of his comming to 
judgement , becauſe of 7c maledit?1 
it 
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in iguem aternum, Goe yee curſed into © 
verlaſting fire; but maiſt rather re- 
joyce at his comming, - becauſe of 
Penite benediiti Patrts, Come yee bleſ- 
ſed of my Father : For, as that te, 
will pay them home for all tho 
pleaſures of a wicked life z So this 
Verite, will make amends for all the 
preſſures of a wretched life : and 
| indeed without the benefit of this 
Yenite, all the delights and pleaſures, 
the world can affoord, will prove 


| but as Naboths Vineyard to Ahab, 


 Corofives in the end. 


T beleeve And now having 
in the _ beleeved in the firſt | 
ty Ghoſt, and fecond Perſonof | 


the Trinity, the Father and the Sor : 
if wee ſhould nor beleeve ia the 
third Perſon, the Holy Gheſt , wee 


{ſhould doe him great wrong, and 


our ſelves more : ſecing it hath 
been through him, and by his affi- 


H 5 ſtance | 


mm. 


— —— Ct 
— — — 
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| ſtance, that we have belcevedin the; 


proceeds from the Father and the Son: (0 
it is true, that beleeving in the Father 
& the Son,proceeds from the Holy Ghoſt, 
For beleeving being a work of Faith, 
| and Faith a worke of Sancification, 
| and Sandification a worke of one- 
ly the Holy Ghoſt, how ſhould wee 


| [5 Ghoſt ?. Andit 1s indeed for this, 
| that he hath his Name to be called 
| the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit. Not but 
that the Father and the Sonne, are 
| both Holy and Spirits, as well as 
| he ; bur becauſe it is properly Hee, 
| that inſpires: our mindes with all 
good thoughts, and holy defires, 
| And row,. My ſoule, while I be- 
| leeye in the Father, as the author of 
| my Creation ; and in the Soxze, 

as the author of my Redemption, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, as the author! 
of 
ws 
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For, as it is true, that the Holy Ghoſt | 


come to beleeving, but by the Ho- 


| 
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of my Regeneration, that ll the 
Perſons in the Deity, may have 
their ſeyerall operations in me, and | 
beſtow their (everall guifes upon | 
me z will there not be cauſe of my 
thankefulneſle to every one of 
them ; and of returning to every 
one of them, all praiſe and glory, 


| 
| 


who are all of them bur one. 

\ But why is there ſo much ſpo- 
ken of Chriſt, and fo little of the 
Holy'Ghoſt , being a Perſon in 
the Trinity, as well as hee? Is it 
not, that there 1s more ſpoken of 
the Sonne then of the Holy Ghoſt, 
in regard of the Sonnes being ]n- 
carnate, and taking our nature up. 
on him; For, this indeed, biings | 
in many points to bee belceved, 
whereof, conſidered onely as the 
ſecondperton in the Trinity, there | 
ſhould be no need. So as thetwo 
Natures in. Chirſt muſt needs give 

cauſe 
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cauſe to have more ſpoken of him , 
then of the holy Ghoſt, that hath | 
but one nature. | 

The Dodrine concerning the 
Holy Ghoft, hath in all Ages beene 
moſt obſcure, ſo much, that in 
ſome Churches it was ſometime 
before it was belceved at all; or 
ſo much as knowne, whether there 
were a Holy Ghoſt, or no : even in 
theſe preſent times, the Greeke 
Church, a Church of great extent, 
differs thus from us; that where we 
beleeve the Holy Ghoſt , to pro- 
| ceede from the Father and the Son, 
thar Church beleeves the Holy 
Ghoſt to proceed from the Father 
by the Sonne , a nice difference in 
ſoIncomprehenſible a Myſtcry,that. 
there ſeemes no juſt cauſeto lay ſuch 
Anathemaes, as {ome doe: upon that 
Church for ſo beleeving. 

If wee ſhould beleeve in the Fa- | 
ther 
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ther, and in the Sonne, and not be- 


| leeve in the Holy Ghoft, this be- 


liefe would never be ſanQificd, ſee- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt onely is the 
Sancifier, and ſanQifies none, that 
belceve not in him: andthe beliefe 
not being ſanQified, would never 
bee acceptable to the Father him- 
ſelfe , notwithſtanding our belicfe 
in him. And this perhaps, was the | 
cauſe, why the Offering of Car 
was not accepted: becauſe, though 
a Sacrifice, yet it wanted a devotion |: 
ſanRified by the Holy Ghoſt. 
| Thereisafinne which is proper- 
ly called, The ſinne againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and for them that commit 
this ſanne, weare forbidden to pray : 
a grievous finne, no doubt ; which 
ſtops the current of Charity,whoſe 
nature is wont to overflow al banks: 
' but what the finne is, and by what 


' | marks it may certainly be known | 


| thovgn | 


— 
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though a Queſtion much agitated, is } 


not yet ſo fully explicated, bur 
that it leaves ſcruples ; but what- 
ſo:vcr it 15. or may bez we may be 
ſure, that the Not-beleeving in the 
Holy Ghoſt, is one priacipall in- 
gredientinity, Or rather, where a 
true beleeving in the Holy Ghoſt is, 
this finne properly can never bee 
committed, And therefore in ma- 
king proicfion of our Faith, there is 
none ct all the Arricles in the whole 
Creed, that ſeemes more neceſſary 
to be ſaid then this : For by ſay- 


there can bce no dangerin praying 
for us; as not being likely tocom- 
mit the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
who bcleeve in the Holy Ghoſt, 
But why 1s it, that finnes com- 


ſinne commitred againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, 


I— 


1ng this Article, we make itappeare | 


mitted ag?inſt the Father, or the 
|Sonne , ſhall bee forgiven : but a 
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| Ghoſt, ſhall 1cyer bee forgiven ; 


ncither in t'5is world , nor in the 
world to come ? Is it not, tharif 
a ſinne bee committed againſt the 
Father, or the Sonne , the Holy 
Ghoſt being the SanRtifier, can ſan- 
aifte that finne, and make it par- 
donable , but if a finne bee com- 
mitted againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
there is noneto ſandificit; and not 
being ſanctified, it juſtly excceds all 
bounds of Remiſhon, O therefore 
thou bleſſed God the Holy Ghoſt: 
Vouchſafe to endue me with a Spi- 
rit of {anRification, that what o- 
ther ſiznes ſoever I may happily 
unhappily commit; yet I may ne- 
ver be {o unhappy to commit this 
dreadfull finne, of finning againſt 
thee, | 
When we read the order of the 
Perſons in the Trinitie ; the Father 
placed firſt , the Sonne, ſecond, 
the 
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| 


| the Holy Ghoſt laſt : wee muſt 


not conceive it , as though there 
were any Priority betweene them 
in time ; who are all Co-cternall : 
or any diſparity betweene them in 
| dignitie, who are all Conſubſtan- 
tiall; but thar it is an expreſſing of 
Order onely to our capacities ſce- 
| ing although they be Three Per- 
ſons, yet they areall but One God: 
All bur One in Subſtance, though 
Three in Subſiſterce, The Incom- 
prehenfiblenefſe of which Myite- 
rie,though it exceed our capacities, 

et not our Belicfe , Or therefore 
the fitter for belicfe, becaulc it cx- 
ceeds our capacities. 

And now having profeſſed our 
Beliefe, in Ged the Father, God the 
Sopne, and God the Holy Ghoſt, wee 
may juſtly corclude, and ſay, 0 
Holy , Bleſſed, and glorious Trinity , 
Three Perſons, and One God , have 
S mercy 
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mercy upon us miſerable ſinners. 


And thus is finiſhed the fiirſt part 
of ourCreed, 1» whom it i we Beleeve: 
the other part remaines, containing 
What it « we Beleeve : For to know 
In whom to beleeve, and not know 
what to beleeve, were to ſtand at a 
gaze, and bee to ſecke, when wee 
come to our leſſon, Indeede, the 
things wee beleeve , have depen | 
dance upon the Perſons in whom 
we belceve ; and ſuch dependance, 
as without beleeving in thoſe, wee | 
cannot truely beleeve theſe. It wee 


| did not belceve in the Holy Ghoſt, 


we could not belecye the Holy Ca- 
tholike Church , nor the Communion 
of Saints, fortheſe are benefits, that 
come by the Holy Ghoſt , Andifwe 
did not beleeve in the Son of God, 
Chriſt Feſus, we could not beleeve 
the Forgiveneſſe of ſinnes, nor the Re- 

ſarret7ion | 
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ſarreftion of the be body , for theſeare be- 
{ nefits that accrue unto us , by the 
Sonne of God Chriſt J-fas : And 
if wedid notbeleeve in God the Fa- 
ther, we could not belceve the life 
| Everlaſting + ; ſeeing by him onely 
it1s, that we live, and have our pre-. 
ſcent being, and ſhall have our eter- 
nall being. 
| 1 beleeve rhe And the firſt Ar- 
holy. Cathelike <, ticle of this kinde is. 
| Church; #2 this: . 1 belteve the 
Holy C atholike Church, I belecvc it 


God : For this is a Privitedge due 
'onely to him 4 and. beſides, if I 
ſhouldbcleeve i in it, I ſhould belceve: 
partly in my ſelfe, as being a Mem- 
'ber of it : but I beleeve, there is 
a Holy Catholike Church. Holy, as in 
which are the Elc& of God, and 
Catholike , as in which are of all. 
Nations under heaven : and this is 

not 


in decd, but not. in it, as I doe in| 
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not the Church of the Fewes, for 
that Church, though at ſome time, 
it were Holy , yet it was never Ca- 
zbolike , as being bounded within 
Cenaap : but now as the Holy Ghoſt 
hath made the Church Holy, by 


ſancifying it z ſo Chriſt hath made | 


it Catholike , by enlarging it : for 
at his comming, at leaſt, at his go- 
ing away, he broke downe the Par- 


titiop wall, by his laſt Warrant to 
the Apoſtles : Goe reach all Nations, | 


Baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, = of the Soune, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. 


But though Chriſt ſet his Church 


at large, yet not long after his time, 


a Sect ot Hereticks would needs re« | 
ſtraine it againe : For Dozatws and 


his followers, would perſwade the 
world, that as before the true Church 


| | was onely in Cazaar: ſo now, the 


true Church was onely in Africa : 
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but by beleeving the Holy Catholike 
Church + I now diſclaime both theſe 
Churches, the Church of the Je wes, 
as not being Catholike , and the 
| Ghurch of the Doxariſts, as being 
neither Catholike nor Holy. 

But what uſe is there of this Ar- 
ticle © May not a Chriſtian man 
doe well enough, and yet leave this 
{ Article out of his Creed © Indeed, 
| there 15not onely greatuſeof it, but 
even neceſſitie. For ſecing there is 
{ 00 ſalyation out of the Catholike 
| Church ; what aſſurance could I 
-bave of my falyation, it I did not 
beleeve, that there is a Catholike 
Church ? How can I beleeve my 
ſclfe tobe a member of that Body, 
which I doe nor belceve to bee ? 
For this Holy Catholike Church, is the 
| number of all thoſe, who God hath 
Predeſtinated and Elefed: and though 
the Catholike Church may have in 
\Y 
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It errours, and perhaps Hereſies : 
yet the Holy Catholike Church can 
have none in it, but Orthodoxe 
and true beleevers. For it is as the 


Arke of Noah, to ſave all that be- | 


leeve the comming of the Flood : 


| but unbeleevers arc all excluded 


from entring into it ; It is as the 
Corporation of the Citizens of the 
New Hieruſalem , in which, whoſe 
wames are not Enrolied : (and none are 
Enrolled, that beleeve not, ) they can bee 
no partakers of the Heavenly Priviled- 


 ges; of which, Salvation i the chief- 
| eſt, If there were not a Holy Catho- 


tholike Church , then Chriſt ſhould be 
a Shepherd withouta Flocke ; then 
God the Father , ſhould bee a King 
without a People ;, then the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhould bec a guide, and have 


theſe, are aſluredus by Chriſt, where 
he ſaith, Feare z0t little Flock, For it 
is 


Ay 
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is your Fathers pleaſure to give you a 
kingdome : and the laſt, where hee 
faith, Hee will ſend the Holy Spirit to 
lead them ins all truth. Therefore 
there is an Holy Cathelike Church, 
which, he that bc lceves not is not of 
ic; and not being of it, can have no 
hope of ſalvation by it. 

To be Holy and Cathol;ke, are in- 
deed the proper Caradters ofa Chri- 


Pentecoſt, there met at Hieruſalem, 
of all Nations under heaven : Par- 


| 


thyans, and Medes, and Elamites, and 
the dwellers in Meſopotamia and Fudea, 
in Cappadocia, Pontres, and Aſia, Phry- 
gia, and Pamphylia, in: gypt, and in 
the parts of Lybia ; and ſtrangers of 
Rome, Fewes and Proſelites, Creetes and 
Arabians : For here was no boun- 
ding within Canaan, no bounding 
within Africa, but the Church was 


made 
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| tian Church, the firſt repreſenta- | 
tion whereof, was then, when at 
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| of it as concerning dofriae is this, 


ſerzper : Forif it be not ab Omnibus, 


| 
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made apparent by plurality of 
Nations, to bee Catholike, and by 
viſible gracesto be Holy. 

This Church therefore, I beleeve 
to be holy, yetnot holy in perfeRi- 
on, but tending toperfeion; and 
juſtly called holy, for its Inchoari- 
on; andI beleeve it to bee Catho- 
like, but Catholike in doctrine, not 
indiſcipline; and therefore the rule 


Ouod ab omnibus, Oued ubique , 2uod 


It is not Catholike in Perſons : if 
not 7Ybique, not Catholike in place, 
if not Semper, not Catholike in time; 
andall theſe muſt concurre,to make 
the Church be Catholik in Docrin: 
In Diſcipline, not ſo , for there, 
neither ab omnibus , nor nbique, nor | 
jemper is required : but it may be va- 
r10us, and diverſe , according to the 
diverſity of Time and Place; and 
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yet in doctrine bee the Catholike | 
| Church: For Diſcipline is bur one- 
ly Eccleftaſticall, where DoRrine is 
divine, ; 

* This Article bindes my bclicfe 
to no particular Chutrch, as it is a 
particular, buras it is a Member of | 
the Catholike : For take it by |! 
it {clke , without conlidering it, « 
as a Member of the Catholike | 
Church: and itis not ſo properly a | 
Church, as a Conventicle, which | | 
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though I cannot deny , but it may F 


be Holy, at leaſt in a Morall holt 


nefle : yet I can deny, that I am | < 


bound to belceve it to be holy, be- | 1 
cauſe I am bound to beleeve no true | 1 
holineſſe to bee out of the Catho- | h 
like Church. h 

This Catholike Church is a| 1 
Schoole of inſtruction, to teach us| 0 
as much as weare bound to know, | 4: 
and aRulc of direRion, to informe| 
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like | usas.much as wee are bound to be- 
5ne- | leeve : if it were but onely what 
ne is | Saint Thomas ſaith: this might make } 
+ | us doubtof Chriſts reſurrection: or | 
liefe | if it were but onely, what Saint Pe- 
is a | ter faith, this might wake us incline, | 
r of | tocomply with the Jewes: but whea | 
by itis that, which all the Apoſtles with |- 
ir, one conſene ſay, this isthe voice of | 
like | the Catholike Church, and canne- |: 
lya | ver make usto goeaſtray, And ther- | 
\ich | foreto this Church, I (ubmitallmy | 
nay | faculties, both my underſtanding to 
oli- her decreesz and my will to her 
am | counſels; and make account, that 
be. | if I know any thing, and not of her | 
true | Inſtruction, ic will prove but falle- } 
ho- | hood; if doe any thing, and notby | 
 herdireQion, it will prove but fol- | 
s a| ly : For, this that Spouſe of Chrift, 
us | of whichirt 15 ſaid, Thow art all faire, | 
I, | and theres 10 ſpot in thee, Oh theo, j 
-me| let not me beginne to make any ſpot 
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in the face of thy Spouſe, O Lord, 
but ſo purge me with Hyſope, that 
chough 1 be not pure, yet I may bee 
cleane, atleaſtnot ſo foule, to de- 
file others ; nor deſerve with A2zr:- 
amtobe putoutof thecampe of thy 
Militant Church, but may come to 
thy Triumphant, As rhercforethis 
Articleisthe firſt of all we have to 
beleeve, ſolct it havethe honor that 
isdue to the firſt, and have the high- 
clt place in our belicfe , For indeed, 
a]l the Articles that follow, are but 
zs lowres that grow in the garden 
of this Catholike Church: The Com. | 
munion of Saints , as the flowre of | 
Charitic. The forgiveneſſe of ſinnes, 
as the flowre of Faith: The reſurre- 
iow of the beay , as the flowre of 
Hope; axdthelife everlaſting, as the 
flowre of reward: if I may not ra- 
ther ſay,as the whole noſegay of all 


the other flowres together z ſceing 
in 
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nited into one fragrant odour, Cha- 


rity raiſed ro perteRion, Faith tur- | 


ned into love, and Hope intoen- 
joying. 

Bur what ſhould be the cauſe, why 
amons£ft theſe Articles that are to 
be belceved, there is no mentionat 


all made of the Scriptures ? For, 
| ſeeing we are commanded to ſearch 
the Scriptures; No doudbt,ttis requi- 
red wee ſhould beiceve the Scrip- 
| turcs 4 and if we {ould beleeve 
' them, why are they ler out in the 
| Article of our belicie 2 Is it not 


that theſe were Articles of Beliefe 


for a Chriſtian man, before any 
Goſpell of Chriſt was written? 


and how then could rhey have any | 


place inthe Creed; whenthey had 
notas yetany b-ingin the world e 


For the life an+ doctrine of Chriſt, | 
was publ:ſh-d by word, before it i 
I 2 was. 
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was recorded by writing ; and the 
Apoſtles preachedit, betore the E. 
vargcliſts writit: and this Creede 
being 2 Breviate and ſumme of thar 
which was preached ; who can tell | 
but it may bee more antient then 
that whichis written? atleaſt being 
the ſubſtance of them both : what 
{moreis it to belecyc the Scripture, 
then the Creed 2 And then what | 
| ncede is there to have them named, 
when they are expreſt 2 And as for 
the words of Chriſt, Scrutamini 
Scripturas , Search the Scriptures: 
or, yee {carch the Scriptures , if we 
extend them no further, then Chriſt | 
ſpakethem, we may befarreenough 
oft from beleeving the Goſpel, For 
Chriſt ſpake then but of the Olde 
Teſtament, and not of the New, 
which at that time was none. For 
the firſt Goſpell that was written of 
Chriſt, was that of Saint Matthew, 
which 
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which was not writie, til eighr years 
after Chrifts death ; the other, much 
later , eſpecially that of Saint Fohn, 
which was not written till thirt 

yeares after , and therefore the 
Creede, no doubt, was delivered, 
if not in forme, asnow it 1s, at leaſt 


in ſubſtance, asnow itis , long be- 


fore any Goſpcll was written. 
And may it not bee further ſaid, 
that this Creed ſeemes to have been 
penned, when Religion was firſt 
tranſlated from Judaiſme to Chri- 
ſtianitie : and therefore that there 
are no other Articles in it, then ſuch 
as are in oppoſition to the dodrine 
of the Jewes ; by introducing in 
their place, the Chriſtian beliefe : 
For by the Article of beleeving in 


God the Father ,God the Son, and Godthe | 
Holy Ghoſt, weutterly renounce the | 
doarine of the Jewes, who acknow- | 
ledge no Trinity of Perſons in the 
Deity. 
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| Deity. By bcleeving the Incarnati- 

| on of the Sonne of God, Chriſt Je- 
; ſus, and his paſſion under Poptirs 
Pilate, we renounce the doQrine of 
the Jewes, who teach, that the true 
 Mcſſhas 1s not yet come, By be- 
leeving the Holy Catholike Church, 
wee renounce the opinion of the 
Jewes, who thought thatthe Church 
of God was bounded onely within | 
| Canaan, and that no Church could 
be holy, but that of Iſracl. By be- 
| 1.eving the —_—_— of Saints, we 
| renounce the doctrine of the Jewes, 
| by which, a J:w indeed would take 
| no uſury for money of a Jew, but 
to any of another Nation, they 
| would uſe oppreſſion, to the very 
orinding of their faces, By belce- 
| ving the forgzveneſſe of ſinnes, we re- 
' Bounce the Phariſees Juſtification 
| by watkes ; and ſticke onely to the 
| Publicancs Juſtification by Faith, 0 
| God 
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Godbe mercifall tome a ſane, By be- 


| leeving the Reſarreition of the Body, 


we renounce the errour of the S$24- 
duces, whom Chriſt confuted by 
this argument, Have ye pot read that 
which was ſpokento you by God, ſaying, 
Tamthegodof Abraham, the God of 1- 
| ſaak,, and the God of Fakeb : G04 is 
not the God of the dead, but of the li- 
vinz, By beleeving the life evcia- 
ſting, we renounce the opinion of 
the Jewes, whodepended onely up- 
on temporall benefits, and the ble(- 
ſings of this life; andas for the life 
to come, were as careleſle of it, as 
Ignorant, And now, ſeeing all the 
Articles of this Creed, are in of- 
poſition to the doctrin of the jewes 
what marveile, that in it there is 
no Article for beleeving the Scrip- 
tures, whe,as concerning the Scrip- 


| tures that were then, there was n» 


oppoſition beweene the Chriſtians 
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|  Itmay withmore reaſon bee de- 
| manded , why in theſe Articles of 
belicte: there 1s no mention made 
| of the Sacraments - ſceing Baptiſm 
| and the Lords Supper were ordain- 
{ed by Chriſt himfelf, and are things 
ſo neceſſary to be beleeved 2 But is 
'1t not, that of Baptiſme Chriſt ſaid ; 
| Goe teach all Nations, Baptiing them 
| inthe name of the Father, of the Sonne 
and of the holy Ghoſt - and of the 
Euchariſt he ſaid, Doe this in remem- 
2rance of me; and ſo both theſe are 
chings of Action, which wee muſt 
not onely beleeve, but doe ,, and 
therefore fitter placed, Inter agends, 
amongſt the records of things to be 
done; then /»ter credenda, amongſt 
the Articles of things to be belce- 
ved. 

The Commu- FF The Catholike 
nionof Saints, Q: Churchisno ſooner 
founded, but the Communion of Saints 
bt wt . followes 
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followes preſently uponit ; as was | 
ſeene at the Pentecoft, after Ch iſts | 
Aſcending, when the Holy Ghoſt | 
deſcended upon the Apoſtles incio-| 
ven Tongues , for then were pre- 
ſeat of all Nations under Heaven, 
who it ſeemes, made the repreſen-| 
tative body of the Catholike| 
Church: and then being all of one}: 
accord, and having all things in|: 
common and diſtributing to every 
one as they had need, -they aed 
the Article we here beleeve. 

If there were not a Communion of 
$5 the wicked ſhould be more chari- 
table thenthe godly - for amongthe 
wicked there are leagues and confe- 
deracies, and they -hold together | 
forthe common good, and often- | 
times their lives are engaged for one} 
another: and if the wicked doe this, : 
the godly cccrtainely:, - will doe it 
much. more z and. this makes me to 

L 5- beleeve |- 
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| beleeye aſfuredly, The Communion of 
SA1nts, 

But are there Saints then on earth? 
Are not all men living , ſinners? 
and can ſinners be Saints ? Indeed, 
| not Saints by Canonization of men, 
| but by the Canonization ofthe Ho- 
| ly Spirit: Not Saints in perfeion, 
but in Inchoation; called Saints, as 
{'Saint Pani ſaith , becauſe called to be 
| Saints, as having their Names written 
inthe Booke of God in Heaven. 
| Bur wemuſt here take heed of the 
| Zzabaptiffs Communion of Saints : 
For by their Communton,. no man: 
| ſhould have any thing 1n private, 
| but all ſhould be in common , and 
ſo,none ſhould be richer or poorer | 
then another + which would make 
| Chriſts Prediction directly falſe, 
where hee ſaith, 7 he poore yee ſhall 

have alwaies with you : and would 
make all th:ſe cxhortations voide: 
Let 
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Let your light ſo ſhinebefore men, that | 
they may ſee your good works, and glo- 
rifie your Father which is in Heaven. 
Charze them which are rich in this 
world, that they be ready to 710Ve, and 
| zlad 0 deftribute. Give Alme: of thy : 
goods, and never turne thy fice from! 
| any poore man, But indecd, this: 


| Communion is in part expreſt by 
| Saint Paul, where he faith, Doe good | 


toall men, but eſpecially to thaſe of the © 
houſhold of Faith. For the being of | 
one houſhold, implics plainely a 
common provifion for al'the houſe, 
but implies withall, a diſparity of 
eſtates, 

Indeede, the firſt lowre that 
growes1n the Garden of the Catho- 
like Church, is the Communion of 
Sarnts ; which as 1t begins in the 
Militant, ſoir continues in the Tri- 


| when the other floyrres are withe- 


red 
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redand gone : For when Faith and 
Hope ſhall be no more, yet Charity ſhall | 
continue ; and not onely continue, 
bur be then moſt flouriſhing : and 
if, we did not belceve the Communi- 
08 of Saints, wee could not truely 
ſay, Onr Father inthe Lords Prayer: 
for in ſaying Our Father, wee pro- 
 feſſe this Communion. 
Bur for the better underſtanding 
| of. this Article ; It may bee con- 
{ ceived; that there are Saints on 
Earth, and Saints in Heaven, and 
| this Article containes the: Commu- 
| nton of them: both , both of the 
Saints on earth betweent hemſelves, 
and of the Saints in Earth and Hea- 
ven with one another, What though. 
| they bce farre diftantand aſunder ? 
Are not the feet ſo from the head : 
{are not the. hands ſo from the heart 2 
ox if there were.nota relation-and 


correſpondenzic betweene them : 
neither 
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neither the feet would bee able to 


| | move; nor the hands to ſtirre, and 


perhaps not the head inmany things 
to doe his Office: 

And this Communion confiſts, 
either in Afiſtance, or in Lovez 
bur inAfſfiſtance,for a timezin Love, 
forever. Forasthe Saints in Hea- 
ven aſſiſt us, by praying, that wee 
may fo-leade our lives 1n this life, 


into their Socictiein the next : So. 
we aſfiſt the Saints in Heaven, by 
praying, that the ſuite which they: 
make, lying under the Altar, may 


be heard and accompliſhed. . They | 


pray for us, that we may be parta- 
kers of the :forgiveneſſe of finnes ; 
and. wce -pray for them, that they 
may be partakers of the ReſurreQ1- 
on of the body, But as this Com- 
munion of- Aﬀiſtance: is: bur for a 
time ; ſothe Communionof =_ 
WI 


pO OS 


that we may come to-bee admitted/| 


5 
, 


4 


| 


j 


_ 
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will be for ever : For we ſhall love 
oneanother, and bee loved of one 
another, as Members of one Body, 
as Inhabirants of one Citie, and as 
Fellow-labourers in. the worke of 
exaltingG ods glory; a work, which 
becauſe it ſhall never end, there ſhall 
therefore,neyer be end of thisCom-| 
munion. © 

It the Communion bee of the 
Saints -on earth betweene them- 
ſelves, this is viſible charity ; as it 
is ſaid, 1f yee lowe not your brother, 
| whom yee ſee 3 how can yee love God, 
whom yee doe net ſee, And it conſiſts 
in ſupplying what wants ſoeyer we 
[ſee ina brother, as farre as wee are 
able , andin doing to others, as we 
wouldbe done unto our ſelves. 1 
the Communion bee. of the Saints 
1a Heaven betweenthemſel ves, this 
jis Intcilecuall Charitie ; and ir 
confiſts in a reciprocall. love they 
| beare 
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beare one to another, in regard of 
the love they beare all to God, If 
the Communion be of the Saints in 
Heaven, towards the Saints on. 
Earth ; this is condoling charity, 
and it conſiſts ina griefethey take at 
any {innes, we commit ; leaſt wee 
ſhould not be found blameleſle, at 
the great day of the Lords appea- 
ring, If the Communion be of the 
Saints on Earth, towards them in 
Heaven ; this is a congratulating 
charity, and it conſiſts ina pious re- 
joycing, at the happineſle wee con- 
ceive they enjoy, inthe fruition-of 
God, and of his bleſſed Angels. 
This Communion of Saints, is 
a Gazophylacium,or Treaſurie, where 
there 15 receivin2 indeed, but not 
without contributing : we muſt do 
our parts to it, or never looke for 
any part in it; anditistobedoub- 


ted, there are many Hereticks a- 
mo2nglt | 


——— 


.* 
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moneſt us, concerning this Article, 
that either underſtand it not z, or 
at leaſt, beleeve it not : Forifthey 
| did truely belceve the Communion of 
Saints, were it poſſible, they ſhould 
paſſe by the man lying wounded 
in the way, and not-doe as much 
| | as the Samaritan did ; take care of 
his curing 2 It is, no doubt; good 
to obſerve the Rule, that Charitie 
bezins at heme.: but it is good alſo 
{ro underftand the Rule ; and to 
know. what is meant by home ; for 
the Home of Charitie, is included in 
the: Communion of Saints ; and ex-' 
tends as farre, as the releeving of: 
| a needy brother, - Bur alas, becauſe 
| Charity ſeckes not her owne, therefore 
{ſhe her ſelfe is not much fought af- 
ter ; and while Charity is negle- 
{ded : this Article. ftands in our 
|Creed, but as a Cypher; and as 
| well we may forbeare to fay w Be- 
ceve 


—_—H_——— 
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leeveit ; as forbeare to ſhew by our 
ations that we Beleeve it : Or rather, 
better indeed to leave it out of our 
Profeſſion, then-nor to-take it into 
our Practiſe.. And this Communi- 
on is therefore neceſſary to be be- 


Charitie, and muſt be ſet in our hearts 


per root, as that which ſhall congi- 
nue, when the flowres of Faith and 
Hope ſhall be faded yo gone, 

And now havin 
The forgive- ſpoken of the wn. 
weſſe of ſinnes. ) rticles, that pro- 
perly relate to the Holy Ghoſt, It 
followes to ſpeake of the two next 


the Sonne of. God, Chrift Feſw ; 


the fargiveneſſeof ſinnes, And indeed, 


leeved, becaule it is the flowre of 


Articles, which properly relate to 


apos the Creede. is IJ 


betimes + that it may take the dee- |, 


whereof this is the firſt, 7 beleeve 


after the Communion of Saints z this' 
Article tollowes very fitly, ſeeing; 


* <n—_—— 


_ there] 


— 


thereis ſeldome any mention made. 
of Forgivixg of ſinxes; butthat there 
is mention made of Charity alſo; as 
in the Prayer taught us by Chriſt, 
we ſay not, Forgive us 0ur ireſpaſſes, 
but ſay withall, as we forgive them 
that treſpas againſt us : For, Love co- 
| vers the multitude of fennes ; and the. 
 finnes being covered , they are the 
more eaſily forgiven afterward. 
But whether the connexion of 
this Article to the former, bee for 
' this reaſon, or no; there are certain- 
\ly of this Article many great rea- 
ſons : For, if there were not For- 
| epveneſſe of franes, the whole world 
ſhould bee damned. For, all the 
World being guilty of ſins, and the 
Wages of ſinze being death : if that wa- 
ges be not forgiven, how ſhall any 
man be ſaved 2 Bur ſeeing there are 
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whichare El, and ordained to ſalua- 
top; this makes meaſſuredly to be- 


le 


leeve | 
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| leeve the Forgiveneſſe of ſinnes. 


If we ſhould not pr the For- 
giveneſſe of ſinnes , Why have wee 
Bcleeved, that Chrift was Crucih- 
ed 2 For, why was hee Crucified 


| bur to pay the penalty of our fins? 
-| | And the penalty being paid, how 
| can the ſinnes but bee forgiven ? 


To what end was all the ſuffering 
of Chriſt , but to ſatisfie his Fa- 


thers juſtice 3 Thar laying the ſe- | 


verity of his juſtice upon him, hee 


might conferre the benefit of his | 


mercy upon uszand how is his mercy 
conferr'd, but by Forgiving of firs ? 
If we ſhould not Beleeve the For- 


givereſſe of ſinnes 5 how could wee | 


beleeve tharGod were merciful? ſee- 
ing the chiefcſt act of Mercy, con- 
fiſts in Forgiving ? And to deny 
God tobe metrcifull; what were it, 
but to deny him the moſt glorious, 
and the moſt eminent of all his At- 


— = 


tributes ? 
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tributes ? ſeeing his mercy isabove 
all his workes. Alas, if we did not | 0 
beleeve the Forgiveneſſe of [innes , in | 0 
what miſerable affliction ſhould our | ! 
mindes be 2 Forknowing firſt,that 
we cannot but commit finnes day: 
ly, and then knowing , how gric- 
| vouſly our ſinnes provoke the wrath 
of God againſt us: and laſtly know- 
| ing, how fearefull a thing it is, to 
| fall into the hands of the living 
| God 3 in what a miſcrable condi 
{ tion ſhould we be, if wedid net be- 
leeve the Forgiveneſſe of ſinnes ? It 
I ſhould not belceve the Forgivencsof | 
finnes what hope could I have 
"they ſhould ever be forgiven ? ſec- 
ing all the meanes I have in my 
ſelfe, to procure their forgiving, 1s 
 onely my belicfe, that they ſhall be 
Forgiven, ; 

O how-comfortable an Article | 
isSthisz which makes it be truly = | | 
| OI. 
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of Chriſt : 1» odore vnguentorumtu- 
orum eurremus poſt te ; lnthe ſayour 
of thy ſweet Ointments wee will 
run after thee, For withthis Oyat- 
ment hee healeth all our ſores, he | 
makes us whole in all our diſeaſes, | 
he makes us ſtrong in all our Infir- 


thou either by infirmity, fall, or 
by allurements, be entiſed tro com- 
mit ſinne ; then have recourſe to 
this Article : 1 beleeve the forgive- 
weſſe of ſinnes, and thou ſhalt certain- 
ly findinit, both reſt and refreſhing 
ro thy fainting ſpirits, 


beleeve the forgiveneſſe 2 lnicede of 


no limits of Gods mercy. neir'er 
 isthereany bound of 1+ frgrving, 


- | more then the haircs ©: + 


And therefore,though n+ +nc+ be 


mities. O my ſoule, if at any time, | 


And of what fins is itthen, that 7 


all finnes, how great or many ſe- | 
ver they bee ; for ſeeing there are | 


ad, | 
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thougha burden farre greater thenl 
can beare ; yet I belceve the For- | 
giveneſſe of then all. 

But if I beleevethe Forgiveneſſe 
of all ſinnes, doe I not then beleeve 
the Forgivencſſe of a finne which || 
ſhall ever be forgiven ? For is there|' 
nota ſinneagainſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
which ſhall never bee forgiven either 
in ths world, or in the world to come : 
and ſo my Beleeving will prove| | 
a falſe Beliefe, and deceive mee in| 
the end. Iris true indeed, that ſuch | 
a Sinne there 1s ; but is it not that| | 
the chieteſt Ingredient of that ſinne, | | 
is the not-beleeving the Forgivenes| | | 
of ſinnes ? And therefore hee that] 1 
truely beleeves this Article,is never| | 
likely tocommit that finne, ſeeing! t 
the beleeving being from the Holy ' a 
Ghoſt, the finne againſt the Holy | t 

t 
£ 


| 


—— 
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Ghoſt can never be committed. ; | 
Bur 1s this the uttermoſt of our | 
belicte, 


—"Y 
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beliefe, to Belceve the Forg/veneſſe 
of ſennes ? Is there no place for be- 
leeving the Merit of Workes ? If there 
be, why hath 1t not here a place'in 
our Creed © Indeede,in the Phariſees 
Creed , it might perhaps have a 
place : but in the Penitent Publicanes 
Creed, ſuch as wee profeſſe our 
ſelves to be, what place can it have? 
ſeeing all his belicfe is terminated 
; inthis, 0 God be mercifull to me 4 ſin- 
' yer. Indeed, as Solon, amoneſt all 
| his Lawes , made no Law againſt 
; Parricides ; not, that hee did not 


' z thinke them worthy of Puniſhment, 


| but becauſe he thought, there would 
' never bee any ſo unnaturall , and 
therefore thought it not needfall 
to makea Law againſt a Nox futurnm, 
 againſta fault that was never like to 
| be committed : So in our Creede, 
| thereis no Article, of the Merit of 
' good works: Not that good works | 


| may | 


= — 
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| may not Merit ; but becauſe ſuch 
Mcritorious worksare never like to 
bedone by any; and therefore not 
| firto makean Article ofa Nox futs- 
{ r#, of a thing, though poſſible, yet 
not likely : or rather, ſo farre from 
being likely, as not being poſſible, 
And indeed, which of the Apoſtles 
can wethinke, ſhould have been the | 
| Author of ſuch an Article 2 Saint 
| Zo2z, we may be ſure would not; 
| For he ſaith plainely , 1f we ſay wee, 
have no ſinne, there & no truth inus, 
and whcre there is ſinne, there can; 
beno Merit. Saint Peter, we may be 
ſure, would not : for, though there 
' was a time, when hee thought hee | 
could doe wonders of good works, [ 
and evendye with Chriſt; yet when| | 
ircam * to the point, he wasgladto| | 1 
bewaile his infrrmitie with teares:| | © 
and to ſay ro Chriſt, when time | 
was, .D:part from -me, for 1 am 4 ſin-| | \ 
: full |_ 


| 
| 
| 
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ch| | fall man, And Saint Paul, wee may 
to| | well thinke, would nor , For hee 
zot| | profeſleth diretly, To glory and re- | 
tw-| | Joyce in nothing, but in the Croſſe of 
yet| | Chriſt rucified: And forwhat ſerves 
5m | | the Crofle of Chriſt , but for the 
le. | | Forgiveneſſe of ſinacs ? Andby the | 
les| {judgement of theſe Apoltles, wee 
the|' | may judge of the reſt , and there- | 
int] | fore no defect of our Creedin this, 
5t;| | but the utterm<ſt bounds of our | 
wee! | Beliefe inthis point ; beyond which | 
#;| | there is no Pls mlira, goes no far- 
can | ther then this, to Beleeve the Remyſ- | 


be 


| | ſtonand forgivencſſe of ſins. We may | 
ere] | indeed labour, & we muſt labour to 


hee! | do good works,the beſt we can; but | 
ks, | all rhe Merit of it,is but this, and itis } 
zen| | a great Merit too, that we cannot | 
{ro| | rightly belceve the Forgiveneſſe of 
es: | | onr ſinnes 4 it wee doe not labour, 
not to {inne, and doe our endea- 
;7a-| | vour, to doe good works. O my. 
| K foulc | 
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foule, all we bave to cruſt too, all 
| we have to hold by, is the Forgive- 
neſſe of ſinnes : For, thele arethey 
that make God angry with us : and 
theſe forg:ves, will reconcile him, 
| Theſeate the cauſes why he turnes | 
| away his bleſſed face from us : and 
| theſe, forgiven, will make his coun- 
| rexarce 10 ſhine upon #8 + all Merit 
muſt be aſcribed ro him onely, in 
whom they are forgiven - between; 
whoſe Merit, and his Fathers mercy, 
| I know not how to diſtinguiſh, and| |: 
therefore take them both bur as| | 
one motive, to make me Beleeve the| | 
Forgiveneſſe of ſinnes : All of us, | t 
have onely finne, Chriſt onely hath | a 
Merit, his Father onely hath For- | a 
giveneſſez, For with him there is mer- | fþ 
cy, and plentious redemptiop. ' of 
But may not a ſinne be forgiven, | 
and yet the Penalty be ſtill in arere! 
Was not the ſinne of David _ 
Bath | 


v 
£O 
ne 


= r— 


Il] | Barhſheba forgiven, and yet puniſhed | 
ee i. p4- the death of the child, |: 
y | | thatwasbegotrenof her? Itistrue 
d | | indeed, the life of the Child was ta« 
bs] ken away indeed, but this was not | 
es | | properly a puniſhment for the ſinne, | 
d | bur a caſtigation of the ſinner, to | 
s-| | make him the better to reſent his 
rit| | ſin, andto bee the more wary after- | 
in ward of committing the like, Be- | 
en| | fides, it may be thought rather a fa-. 
y;| | vour, then a puniſhment to David); 
nd| | for in taking away the life of the | 
as| | Childe , there was that taken | 
the! | from him , which upon his repen- | 
us,| | tance, would have beenea perpetu- | 
ath|  alleye-loreto him, if it had lived, | 


upon the Creede, 
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707- | accordingto that of S*, Paul, What 


wer- | fruit have yee of thoſe things, where. | 


of yee are now aſhamed ? Withall, it 
ven;.; was not perhaps without Myſtery 


ret 
vith 
ath- 


ro ſhew , that the pleaſures of ſinne 
never beare butblaſted fruits, which | 
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| 
fall off the tree, before they come. 
to ripencſle, 
Butat what time is it, we beleeve 
that finnes may bee forgiven 2 In-/ 
deedar all times, as long as finnes 
may be committed ; which is all the 
time, that wee are living in this 
world : but it once we be dead, as 
| there will be then no more commit-. 
[ring of finne ; ſoneither will there 
| be any more forgzving of finne : but 
where thetree falleth, there it will lye, 
| Butis there nora ſinne, of which 
itis ſaid, 7t ſhall never bee forgiven, 
either in this world, or in the world it 
come ? And why is this ſaid, but! 
becauſe a finne may bee forgiven, 
in the world to come, though itbe 
not forgiven inthis world , and this 
perhaps, is a cauſe , why ſome 
have conceived, that in the world 
to come, even the Diyels them. 
ſelves ſhall bee forgiven. But is it * 
not 


| 


| 


| 


- 


all; butare of the Phariſees mind, 
.and their Conſciences are as cleare 
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not that the Not-forgiving of fins | 


inthe world to come, 1s therefore 
m-ntioned,- becauſc in the world to 
come, ſhall be pronounced the ſen- 
rence of Not-forgiving 3: and ſo it 
is but as to ſay, it (hall never be for- 
given 1n this world , upon private 
conviction ; nor in the world to 


—_ 


come, upon publicke condemnati- | 
on. For otherwile, it 1s moſt evi- 
dent, if abſolutely a finne bee nor 
foreiven in this world , neither ſhall ; 
it ever bee forgiven in the wor'd to 
come, 1 

It 1s no ſmall impediment to the} 
belicfe of this Article, that there 
are few, who thinke they finne at 


— 


as Chryſtall : and of thoſe againe, 
that thinke they ſinne, there are fevs | 
that know the greatneſſe of their | 
ſinne; but they judge of their fin, 

K 3 as| 
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!as of the Moone: this little becauſe 
farre from their ſight , that little, 
becauſe farre from their though, 
And of thoſe againe, that know the 
| orcatneſle of their finne, there arc 
few thar ſay with David, I acknow- 
leage my iniquity, and my |; fi nes ever 


fing fight, they love notto look up- 
on it, morethen needs they muſt, & 
while they looke not upon the dif. 
i caſe, they looke not after the reme- 


| this Article is in no little dang ger 
to be very little , only Faith ſtands 
'tathebreach : and ſupplies all de- 
\ fects, and it is the worke of Faith 
and indeed of a great Faith, that 
;Can wy ſay, I beleeve the fereive- 
neſſe of ſannes, 
| There have been Hereticks of old, 


before me, For {inae being an unplea-| 


\dy; and ſo between the little know-| 
|ing of {inne, and the little acknow- | 
' ledging of fſinne : the beliefe of 


| 


who| | 


| 


g 
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who held this opinion, that no fins 
ſhould be forgiven, that were com- 
mitted after Baptiſme ; and they 
grounded their opinion upon rhe 


ſaying of Sint Paul , If wee ſinne | 


wilfully after we have received know- 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more Sacrifice for ſinnes , and ground- 
ing themſelves upon this Texr,they 
would neither Biptiſe others , nor 
be Baptized themſ(clyes, till in their 


old age , making account that Age : 


having repulſed in them inordinate 
deſires ; they might ſafely then bee 
Baptized, without feare of coin- 
mictting any wilfull finnes after- 
ward. But would any man beleeve, 


that men of common ſenſe, could |. 
ever fall into ſo groſle an erroury | 


i waa having heard it ſaid, Ar 
what time ſoever a ſinner repenteth him 
of his ſinnes, Iwill put all hs wicked- 
neſſe out of my remembrance, ſaith the 
K 4 
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Lord. That we may ce, it isnot time 
that prejudiceth Gods forgiveneſſe , 
| wherher before Baptiſme, or after , 
| whether ſooner, or latter : but come 
jat any time, and bring Repentance, 
and God at no time will be wanting 
to Forg:iventſſe. For asit is mercy in 
God, which 15the motive to us, to 
| Beleewe the forgiveneſſe of ſinnes ; {0 
ir 1s Repertance 1N us, that is the mo- 
'tiveto God, to Forgive ws our ſinnes. 
| Butwhy isthe Forgiveres of ſins, 
; put here tc Credenda, amongſt 


| ther, ater Azenda, amongſt things 
| to bedone : feeing to Remiſſion of 
f10nes, there b:Jongs Repentance, 
a thing to bee done ;, and without 
Repentance, no forgiveneſſe, Is it not 
that forgiveneſſe of [innes, is an efte 
of Faith; and therefore juſtly pla- 
|ced amonglt things to be Beleeved, 


tro 
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things to beBeleeyed ; and not ra-| 


; and rhough Feperraxce be neceſſary | 
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to come in the Recre, yet Faith muſt 


out Faith, 1: is impoſiibleto pleaſe God, 


And now my ſoulc, obſcrve the | 


great extent ofthis Article, ic keeps 


| 


| 
N-- --0 


| 


mee from finning againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt , whilſt 7 beleeve the forgive- 
neſſe of ſinnes, by his inſpiring ; tr 
appeateth the wrath of God the 
Farther, whilſt '7 belecve the forgiue- 
neſſe, inonely his mercy : Irglori- 
fies his Sonne Chriſt J<{us , whilft 
I beleeve Gods mercy, through 
onely his Merits ; that ſeeing this 
Article is reguardaat toall the Per- 
ſons In the Trinity, I may hope 
that by beleeving it, all the Per- 
ſons inthe Trinity, will be reguar. 


; dant upon me; and ſpecially, the 


Sonne, For indeed, this Article, 
K 5 _ and 
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lead the Yart-gavwd, and have the | 
Preccedence : For if Fait9 goe not | 


before, Repentance will nor follow ; | 
indeed, cannot follow, ſeeing with- |: 


and the next that followes,.are two 
flowres.I may. ſay, that grow-up- 
onthe very. Grave of. Chriſt. For 
as. there is. no Forgivenes of finnes, 
but onely by the vertue of his death: 
ſo.there is no-ReſurreiZion of the body, 
but: onely by the operation. of. his 
Riſing fromthe Dead.. - 

 Andthus farre-wee are brought 
 by.this flower of Faith: Ibeleeve rhe 
Forgivenes of. ſinnes : The next is-the 


te co... C lower of Hope 
The Reſurrett;- b + - 
rd y. whicly wee 
ROY SEE-Iy.. } Beleeve the Reſar- 


 rection of the Body, and it followes 
indeed, yery ficly ; for ſeeing the bo- 
dy.dyecd notat firſt. but by reaſon of 
finne 3. what ſhould hinder, if fiane' 
bee- forgiven, but that the. bodie 
{| ſhould-rife againe, and retuwrne to 
life. 2: This-indeed,is a flower ſome 
thing. hard of growing z ba: ©: 
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growne, lends torth a mult ... 


—— 
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ſayour : andas, ofall the Articles in| 
the Creed, there is none more hard 
tobe beleeved 1 ſo once beleeved, 
there is none that miniſters greater | 
comfort. For, what nced I care, | 
though my body bee laid in the 
grave, and bee turned to duſt , ſo 
longasI am ſure, and undoubtedly 


_— 


| 


| ' 


beleeve, that hereafter it ſhall riſe 
againe, and bee in the ſame, bur a |: 
better ſtatethen now 1t is: In the} 
ſame for ſubſtance, but in a better | 
for quallities andendowments, | 
It there were no Reſurrection of 
the body ; then neither the god- | 
ly ſhould have Reward in their Bo- 
dies, nor the wicked, Punithed , 
but ſeeing both the godly ſhall bee 
Rewarded in their Bodies, and the 
wicked, Puniſhed, therefore there 


This Article, nodoubt ishard to 


be} 


ſhall bee. a Reſarregion of the| - 


\ 


tt. 


| leeye, there ſhould be Regreſſi 4 cor- 


| ſible in Nature, and improbablein 


{ beleeve the ReſurretFion of the Body. 


{it wasbefore? who would believe 
| thata Body devoured, perhaps, by 


EO oo Bn Add 
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be beleeved ; For, who would be- 


ruptione ad generationem , a privatio- 
ne ad habitum : a going backe, from 
Corruption to Generation.; from 
Privation to Habir , a thing impol- 


Reaſon ; yet this impoſſibility in 
| Nature, this improbality in Reaſon 
| muſtbe beleeved ; before wee can 


M—— 


Who would bcleeye, that a Body 
conſumed to duſt, and that duſt ſcat- 
tered by the wind into a thouſand 
places , thould ever be brought to- 
gether againe, tobe the ſame body 


wild beaſts , perhaps, caten by Ft- 
ſhes ; and by digeſtion become a 


iſhould ever returne to be the Body 
of a man againe , as it had beene| 


part of thoſe Beaſts or Fiſhes, 


before | 


nt. _— hn _—_ "En mn. ——— 
C ee. Aeon < 
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before? Indeed,none' would belecve 
of Nature, as were ledde only with 
the light of Reaſon; but when we 
looke upon a Power thatis ſtronger 
then Nature,and are Jed by a Light 


ſhould hinder, why we ſhould not 


that we know the power of Gods 


ſhall bee formed the ſecond time, 


Re D—  —— 


ir,that looked only upon the power | 


that is brighter then Reaſon: what |. 


beleeve it 2 Shall we not beleeve | 
the Reſurrec7ion of the body, becauſe | 
we know not by what wayes it ſhall |: 
bee rayſed 5 Is it not enough, | 


wayes; but,that we muſt alſo know | 
the waies of his Power 2 Doe we þ 
know, how the body at firſt is for- | 
med inthe Mothers wombe ; and | 
would we leoke to know, how it | 


intae wombe of the Earth 2 Have | 
wee profeſſed by the firſt Article | 
of our Creed, that God is Almigh- |: 
iy; and will we not allow him to do | 


the 


— 
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[and yet of that corruption, doth 
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the works of an Almighty 2 Doe 
we belceve that nothing is impoſſi- 
ble for God to doe, and yet thinke, 
there is this thing, which he cannot 


it is caſt into the carth , and after 
a few daies, you ſhall fee it ro bee 
nothing butasa kind of corruption, 


God make the ſame Corne to 


{ 


f ſpring up againe ; and to. bee as 


flouriſhing, as it had beene before: 
and if God doe this in the Corne, 


bodies ? 
| But, it is not perhaps, that wee 


Will , ſeeing his Will is not al- 
WaieS to doe all hee can. And can 


doe? Looke upon the Corne,when | 


ſhall. hee not as well doe it in our! 


doubt of his Power, but of his| 


we doubt of his Will , his Will 
{ooften revealed to us in his Word: 
ſo firmcly affured to us by his 
Word ; Thi # the Fathers Will, 


which) 


4 


as Iv ee 
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| which hath ſent: me, that of all which 
he hath. given. mee,. I ſhould looſe no- 
thing, but ſhould raiſe it up againe at 
the laft. day. And in anotherplace, 
The i theWill of him that ſent mee, 
that every one that ſeeth the 'Sonne, and 
beleeveth on him, may have vers 
life; and,l will raiſe himup at the laft 
days. 
| "And now if we beſatisfied of his 
Will; ſhall we fall back againe into 
a relapſe. of. doubting. his Power £ 
Bur alas, is irany. hard matter, for 
| God to make the ſame body again, 
which hce. had made once before ? 
Oc is it harder. for him; to' make 
a. Body the ſame it was: before 
then it was to mak< it at firſt; when 
it was notatall * Is irnoteafier Sr 
' God, to make a Body oat of: ſome- 
| thing ; then it was ar firſt; ro make it 
' our of nothing 2 Is it any h.:rd mat- 
ter for. God, to reduceall Bdis to 
| Ar; 


TT rRIooe.. ao. 
-- 


' 


4 
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their firſt Elements', and then to 
mixe and compound them againe,as 
he did at firſt * When our Bcdies 
were firſt made, they were made 
bur of duſt ; and when they are dead, 
they ſhall but be turned into duſt, 


'to make the ſame body againe, as 
well now, as hee did then « Whar 
though ir bee ſcattered about in a 
thouſand places: is diſtance of place 
any thing to God, who is equally in 


[all places at once 2? Is it hard for 
| God to know, which is the proper 
duſtof every particular Body, and| 
to give toevery one their ownduſt, | 
whoſe knowledge extends to count| 
the juſt number of the ſand, and to| 


cAl all rhe ſtars of Heaven by their 


[names ? Is there any duſt upon the 


Earth, any motein the Sun, which 
God hath not made? And if hee 


[have made them all by his power, 


——_— 


and cannot God take the ſame dug, | 


ſhall] 


Fiore ig 
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ſhall he not diſpoſe of them all at his 


| pleaſure © If by onely ſaying, Con- 


gregentur Aque - God made the 
oreat Ocean, which we cannot look 
upon without wonder ; Can henot 
as well, by onely ſaying, Congrege- 


| tar Pulvs, make the duſt of all Bo- 


dies come togetheragain;thatevery 
Body may be the very ſame Bodie, it 
was before © Saya Body bedevou- 
red of Beaſts; be eatenof Fiſhes: ſo 
as by digeſtion, it becomea part of 


: | their Bodies, ſay it ſuffer never ſo 
' | many alterations; yet all thoſe al- 
| terations ſhall be reſolved at laſt, 
| into the ſame duſt it was at firſt : and 
| cannot God of the ſame duſt,make 


the ſame Body againe; as well now 


| aShe did before © God of nothing 


made the duſt of the Earth ; and 
of that duſt, the Body of man; and | 
though the dult which was made of 


nothing, ſhall Teturne againc tO NO- 
- thing; 


——— —— —I 
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thing z yetthe Bodyof man, that 
was made of duſt, ſhall never re- 
turne to leſſe thenduſt ; and to ſo 
little, ſhould never have returned 


and to duſt thou [halt returne , have 
' been the cauſe of the Bodies retur- 


al; riſe azaine , beas well a cauſe of 
the Reſurrettion of the body ? 

And now, if we be ſatisfied of his 
power ; ſhall wee fall back againe 
intoarclapſe of doubting his Will? 
But why did God make the Body 
of man of duſt , where he made the 
bodies of Beaſts of nothing , but be- 
Cauſe, the bodies of Beaſts, ſhall re- 
turne againeto nothing: where the 
Body ofman ſhall never returne but 


| reither, if God for manstranſgreſ- | 

ſton had not denounced againſt him, | 
Paulus es & in pulverem reverterss : | 
| If then Gods ſaying, Duft thou art, | 


| ning toduſt: why ſhall not his ſay- | 
ing, A Body thou art, anda Body thou | 


into | 


en Cate 
—_—_— 
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at | | into duſt, that out of that duſt , it. 
e. | | may riſe againe, tobe the ſame Bo-. 
ſo | | dy it was before « Why did God 
ad | | make the Body of man himſeltfe ; | 
{. || | where he commanded the Eartheo | 
n. | | bring forth the Bodies of other 
; : | | Creatures; but becauſe he meant it 
+ |||a further preſervation, then hee | 
\ (|| meant other creatures ; and what 
-. ||| further preſervation, it the body 
[| did not riſe againe ? 
ou ||| Andif now againe we bee ſatiſ- 
of ||| fied of his Will ; ſhall wee fall 
backe info another relapſe of doubt- 
ing his power ? Cannot God doe 
as much upona ſudden, as Nature 
1- ||| candoe with Time 2 Though Na- |: 
707 {|| ture muſt have nine Moneths lying 
4 | in the Mothers wombe, before it 
can make a mans Body perfit; yet 
| God made Adam a pertet Body in 
} an Inſtant and could hetranſcend | 
|Nature then, and can he not _— 
= 


' 
Ut ||| 
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_ | men by their bodics againe,, who 
* | having beene dead and buried, a- | 


th. 
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Is he growne to bee as impotent as 
Nature: ableto doe no more,then 
| what naturally may be done? What 
though the world doubtit, and Sad- 
ducees deny it; ſhall we rather aſſent 
tothem, then ſay with Fob, T hough 
wormes deſtroy this Body, yet 1 ſhall ſee 
| God in my Fleſh: And if ſce God 
in his Fleſh, then muſt his Body riſe 
againe, that hee may have Eyes to 
fee him. 


the body ; may be. So there are other 
reaſons as ſtrong;to ſhew that it ſhall 
and mult be, When Moſes met Chriſt 
onthe Mount , how came hee by 
his Body againe, which had beene 
dead and buried many hundred 
yeares before « How came thoſe 


| And as theſe be ſome reaſons of | 
| Many,to ſhew,that the ReſarreiFio0n of 


F 
— 


I a am * 


role at the time of Chriſts riſing; 
and | 


— 
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and appeared unto many in the Ho-. 
ly Citie « When Chriſt atthe laſt 
day ſhall ſay, Yenite Benedif7i Patris, i 
Come yee Bleſſed of my Father, hee | 
ſhal not ſay it to the Cole alone,nor : 
to the body alone, buttothe whole 
man: and if to the whole man,then 
muſt the body bee joyned to the 
ſoule againe, that it may be a whole 
man ; but no ſuch conjunRtion, if 
no ReſurretFion of the Body, Is not 
Chriſt our head, and we his mem- 
bers ; and if hee Aſcended up to | 
Heaven in body and ſoule, muſt | 
not we that are his members doc 
the like 2 But no ſuch Aſcenſion, if | 
no Reſurrettion of the body. HAath 
not Chriſt promiſed, 7 hat wee ſhall 
fit with him at his Table, and eate and. 
drinke with him in his Fathers King- 
| dome ? But no ſuch Eating and. 
vs , If no Reſurreftion of the 
Boay, | 

; When 


_— Ye 


| 214 Meditations and Diſquiſitions | 

When Chriſt in the Goſpel, 
meant to confute the Sadancees, de- 
nying the ReſurretFion, hee uſed this| 
Argument : Have ye not read, what 
God ſaid to Moſes iz the Buſh : Iam 
the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaak, 
and the God of Fakob : God ws not the 
God of the dead, but of the livine : 
and with this Argument he put them 
to filence. But how their Errour is 
confuted by this Argument: or how 
this Argument proves the Reſurre- 
(10n of the Body, is not eaſie to bee 
perceived, It ſecmes, the Argu- 


ment is nor ſo much ad Rem, as ad 
Homizem ; though it prove not di- 
realy the Reſurred#ion of the body, yet 
it proves it ſufficiently againſt the 
Sadduces, who therefore denyed 
the ReſurrecZion of the body , becauſe 
they beleeved not the immortality of 
the ſoule : and this Argument pro- | 
ving direaly the immortality of the | , |: 

ſole (|| 
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ſole , proves ſufficiently againſt 
them, the ReſurreFion of the body. Or | 


| 15 it, perhaps, meantthus; God is 


the God of _-braham, but Abraham 
is not the {oule onely, but the 
whole man : and therefore the Bo- 
dy of Abrahams, though now dead, 


| mult of neceflity. bee raiſed to life 


againe; ſeeing, God is notthe God 
of the dead, bur of the living. In- 
deed, all Morall reaſons, thatcan be 
brought to prove the 1mmortalitic of 
the ſonle, may ſerve as well, to prove 
the Reſurreftien of the body : For if 
there bee reward for the godly in 
another life ; certainely , that re- 
ward ſhall not bee to the ſoule 
onely , but as well to the bodie, 


landif to the body , then muſt the 


body of neceflity riſe againe, that 
It may be capable to receive the re- 


| | ward © But what capacitic, as long 
| as it is lying in the duſt * And as 


| this | 
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this reaſon is of force, to prove the 


j ly: ſo the puniſhment due to finne, 
makes it of no leſle force, to prove 


it inthe wicked, 
All that hath been ſaid, and all 


Reſurrettion of the body , in the god-| 


that can be ſaid in this matter, are 
as ſo many links, that may be made 
into a chaine, and will neceſlarily 
draw us on, to this belicfe : For 


will you except agaioſt the body, 
that it is not worthy to bee raiſed| 
from the dead © Or will yee except | 
againſt God, that he 1s not able to 
raiſe it from the dead. Or will yee 
except againſt the cauſe, that it 
ought nor to bee raiſed from the 
dead , and when all theſe Excep- 
tions are proved unjuſt , whatdoubt 
| canthere bee, of its riſing from the 
 acad ? For firſt, is not the body 
worthy to riſe againe , which is, 


Vagina afflatus Divini, the receptacle. 
and 


i 
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and ſncath,as it were, of the Divine 
breath; and is notour Fleſh, as one 
cals it ſoror Chriſti,the ſiſter of Chriſt, 
that it, of it ſelf ir be nor ; at leaſt, by 
this Conſanguinitie, it is moſt wor- 
thy.Is not God able to raile it againe 
out of duſt, who at firſt made it of 
duſt,and duſt of nothing? Is there not 
juſt cauſe, it ſh ,uld be raiſed againe 3 
indced ſo juſt,that it isof neceſfſitie, if 
God be juſt, For if thebody benot 


raiſed again, how can it appeare In j 


judgement 2 And it it appeare not 
in judgement , How can it reccive 
the ſentence of Abſolution , or Con- 
demnation ; andif it receive not ſuch 
ſentence, how can it be Puniſhed, or 
Rewarded, andit it be not Pan!ſhes! or 
Rewaraed : how can God b«< juſt, 
that neither | ama nor rewarg- 

or evill it h2*h Jone 


moſt Juſt, even Juſtice ir te fe. Ir 
0:1 »wes 
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followes of neccfſitie, that the Body 


though ir be here made an Article 
of our Belicte , for the difficulrie, 
yet it falls within the compaſſe of 
our knowledge, for the certainty. 
To doubt of the ReſurredZion of | 
the Bedy, 1s to doubr, (as hath been | 
aid) of either Gods Power, ot of. 
his Will : and to doubt of big! 
Power, is to make him no God: 


him not good ; Forhow thould he 
be good , to deſtroy our Bodies, 
which are Temples of the Holy Ghoſt; 
if hee ſhould not raiſe them up a- 
gaine, that they may bee Temples | 


this be thy joy for the reſurredion 
of thy Bodie, Not, that it ſhall riſe | 
againe,to be finneful fi:ih and bloud 
as 5 NOW it :s, but thar ic ſhall riſc ro. 
be a Temple for the Holy =; 
Nrte 
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ſhall be raifed againeto life: which | 


and to doubt ofhis Will, is to make | 


for bis ſervice « O my ſoule, let || 
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firted to bee taken into the Quire of* 
Angels, to ſing the praiſes of God, 
and of his Chriſt forever. Andin-! 
deed, if I thought my Body ſhoulg: 
riſe againe, to been the ſtate on 
now it is; though with enjoying as- 
much happineſſe as the world can; 


” 


| lye in the duſt ſtill, thento raifeir 


up to ſucha life, For alas, O Lord, | 
| what do the pleaſures of the World, | 


| but diſtrat mee from thee ; *and 
' whatis my hope, but toenjoy thy 


preſence ? Whatis the World, bur þ 


'a barre to keepe thee from me: and 
| what contentmentcanlT have, while 
I am without thee 4 No my ſoule, 
thou ſhouldſt do moſt unkindly, ro 
wiſh my Bodies rifing againe; if it 
were not to bee with God, and to | 
ſerve him as a Temple of his glo- þ 


| 


rie, For without this, no ReſurretF;on 
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yet I would make it my: .f 
| humble ſuit to God, rather to leage: 5 
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of the boay (hall be welcome to me; 
Alas, not ſo goodas lying quickly 
inthe duſt, 

But if it were meant, that our | 
Bodies indeed ſhould riſe againe,and | 
{be the ſame hereafter, as now they q 
Pare; why would God (uffer them | 
todyeat all 2 and not rather con- | 
tinue them alive till 2 For fo hee | 
might have ſaved himſelfe the trou- | 
ble of new making them, and us! 
the miſery, of ſo long miſling them, 
But now, ſecing the ſoule hath beene 
without its body, ſo many hundred 
yeares already, and is like to bee 
withoutit, God knowes, how many 
hundred yearcs more, why may it 
not be contented, to be without ir 
altogether,and never ſtand expecting 
this impoſſible ReſarrecFion ? Bur, 
O my ſoule, how vaine arc theſe 
thoughts £ For whatare we,that we | 
ſhould enter into Gods ſecrets * as 
| though | 
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though wee could comprehend that 
which is Incomprehenfible , and 
fearch out that, which is Unſearch- 
able? As for Gods ſuffering the bo- 
die to die, and not continuing it a- 
live ſtill; who ſees not the reaſon, 
that knowesthe ſentence, pronoun- 
ced by God upon Adams tranſgrel- 
ion? And as for the Soules wan- 
ting the Body fo long, who can 
thinkeit long, that conſiders Etc1- 
nity 2 

If we did but know, or would 
but conlider, the admirable won- 
derfuineſie of the frame of Mans 
body;we would much more wonder 
at the Formation of ir, then at the 
ReſurreQion of it: and Davidſhew- 
ed himſelfe well ſcene in Anatomic, 
when he ſaid, I am wonderfully and 
fearefully made, Fearctully made in- 


deed , . For, hee that ſhould looke 
\{1tato the frame of Mans body, and | 
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{ee upon What wonderfull tickle 
points our life ſtands, might well be 
afraid ; it were not poſſible, wee 
{could live one minute. If then we 
| ſee before our eyes, the great won- 
{ derfulneſſe of the formation of the 
body : why ſhould we doubt of the | 
lefſle wondertulnefle, the Reſarre- 
| (F309 of the body ? 
| Thereisaplacein one of Davids 
| Plalmes, where he ſaith, The Lord 
{keepeth the bones of the juſt ; one of 
them ſhall wot bee conſumed ; from 
which place , the Fewes conceive 
| an opinion, that 1» Spina dorſs, in 
| the 11dge of a mans backe there is 
a little bone, which will never de- 
cay, how long ſoeverir lyein the 
.carth; ard rhis little bone, to beas 
{it were, Semen Reſurrecturi Corpores, 
the ſced outof which the Body ſhall 
iriſeagaine: andas God made Eve 
; of oricly a bone of Adam, yet of 
; that | 


YO 7 WAIT 0 TPO ning PT in nn Ee. — 


——C 


| upon the Creeat, I2 3 


; that bone, he made her boneof his 
| bone, and fleſh of his ficſh : So of 
ils littie backe bone, God will 
raiſe the B2dy againe, to bee the 
{ame bones and fleſh it was before. 
| But what need we looke after any 
ſuch bone, whenthe leaſt crumme 
| of duſt, is Seed {ufficient for God, 
{0 raiie it up the ſame body it was 
before, And indeed, we have ſurer 
ground for our belicfe, then Fewiſh 
Favies : For if wee Beleeve that 
Chriſt i 1iſ:n from the dad, we can- 
| not doubt of our owne riſing, ſee- 
ing hee therefore did riſe, that hee | 
might be Primitie reſurgentium, The 
firft fraits of them that riſe ; but the 
firſt Fruits hecould not be, if others 
did not riſe as well as hee, And 
therefore having beleevedin an Ar- 
ticle before, that Chriſt roſe from 
the dead this Article of our own 
riſing , is but Ex Abundanti, more 
| L 4 then! 
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{then necded ; burthat the difficulty 
| of beleeving it, requires, as it were, 
| a double Buttrefſe to ſtrengthenour 
Faith, 

Thereare ſome perhaps, that look 
for Naturall reaſons to prove Dc- 
monſtratively, the ReſurredFion of the 
body z but is not their expectation 
| very unjuſt, to expe Naturall rea- 

ſons, to prove a thing that is not | 
Naturall? If Naturall reaſons could 
be given of it, it ſhould be fitter for | 
| the Adetaphyſicts , thena Creed, and | 
as able to breed a Knowledge, as 
| Belicte: Our Reaſon onely helps us 
thus farre, tomake us know, there is 
ſomething left for Belicte, which 
Reaſoncannot reach to, and of this 
natureis the ReſwrredFion of the body - 
' Our. Belicfe ſhall then be turned inco 
|knowledge, when we ſhall cometo 
have experience of it; inthemeane 
time, wee mult content our {elves 
| with | 
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with Beleeving it: And, Om y Souls, |. 
doe thou beleeve it indeed , and | 
be moſt aſſured, that though thy 
Body leave thee for a time, and bee. | 
| Taid in duſt, and bee turned toduſt : 

yetit will not bee long, ere it ſhall. 
| riſe, and bee joyned with thee 2» 
gaine, as now it 1s, but ina far hap- 


| with luft : Nor drowſie with ſleeps | 


pier condition then now it is: Not: 
tubborneand reſtiffe then, but tra- . 
Aabie and obſcquious: notearthly: 
and lumpiſh rhen , but Aery 2nd | 
light ; and indeed, ſuch a body. it} 
ſhalt! be, 45 thou woulcſt wiſh it to. 
be : Not ſubje& ro diſeaſes, Not 2 
weary with labours : Not-itching |- | 


Not hungring after meat ; and | 
which is molt of all, where noy7 it 
rakes uponitto be thy Maſter , Tt: 

ſhall chen be content to be thy: ſer- | 


vant ; bur {ich a ſervant, as ſhall | 
therefore ſerve thee, becauſe: thou 
LS lerveſt'}. 
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ſerveſt God : For it is ſownea Naturall 
body, it fhall bee raiſed up a ſpiritual 
Boay : 1t is ſowne in corruption, it ſhall 
be rayſed in incorruption ; the ſame 
body in ſubſtance that now it is, but 


| endued with Spirituall and better 


qualities. 

Many queſtions are here moved 
by the Schoolmen ; as whether the 
bodies of Abortives , which were 
never borne, but dycd in their Mo- 


| thers wombes, ſhall be partakers of 


the. ReſarrecFion , ſeeing, though 
chey. never came to ſce the light, 
yet they had beene once alive and 
quicke ? Then, whether bodies ſhall 
ariſe, of the ſame age and ſtature, at 


-1 which they dicd : as Infants, at the 
| ſtature and age of Infants : and 0- 


thers, at their ſeverall ſtatures and 


{ages ;. Orelſeſhall all riſe ata per- 
| feRage and ſtature; becauſe of the 


words of Saint Pal, in his Epiſtle 


ro 


4 


EEE Two nes Mo { m—— 


— —_ 


| babably be argued, as having cou- 
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to the Epheſians, Till we all come nxto a 

erfec# man, to the meaſure of the fta- 
ture of the fulnes of Chriſt, Then,whe- 
ther bodies ſhall ariſe, with theſame 
deformities and defects, which they 
had living : as, Crooked , Lame, 
Blindez or otherwiſe , mutilation 
of Members : ſeeing Chriſt aroſe, 
with the ſame wounds which he re- 
ceived, when his body was pierced | 
withthe Spearc * And many ſuch 
queſtions moved more out of vaine 
curioſity, then tending to Edificati- 
on: and which perhaps may pro- 


lours on both tides : bur can never 
directly be defined, as having war- 
rant on either {de : Reaſon may þ 
make conjectures of it ; bur Faith 
will build nocertaiaty on it, It may 
bee ſufficient for us to beleeve, that 
the bodies of all men, ſhall riſe at 


the laſt day, and ſtand at the Tribu- 
nal\} 
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vall of Chriſt, who ſhall come 
from Heaven, 10 judge the Pnick and 
the Dead, 

And now having belceved the 
two Articles, that properly relate 
rothe Sonne of God, Chriſt J:(us : 
[the Forgiveneſſe of ſinnes, and the 
Reſurrection of the Bedje, ] It fol- 
| lowes ficly, to belecve the Article, 
that properly relates ro God the 
Father ; [The life Everlaſting, J and 
| it followes not onely fitly, but ve- 
| ry neceflarily: For, if we ſhould not 
| adde, the life Everlaſting, it might 
be thought, that our Reſurrection 
were but like theirs, who roſe at the 
time of Chriſts rifing: and appeared 
ito many 1n the Holy City , who 
rofe indeede, but then died againe : 
| at leaſt,, who can tell what became 
| ofthe, and fo our Bclicte ſhould 

caſt Anchor in-a very unſafe har-| ; 
ion : but now by. adding the {fe} | 


Everla- | 
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Everlaſting, we make the Reſur- 
re10n of our Bodies, a perpetuitys 
and beleeve they ſhall riſe againe,. 
never any more to dy. Andindeed 
how can it be otherwiſe? ſeeing 
there never was but one ſentence of 
death denounced againſt man: and 
that ſentence once executed, by 
his dying once : there is no new 
ſentence of dying. any more; and 
therefore the Body being beleeved, 
to be raiſed from the dead ; the life 
Everlaſting will bee belceved of 
courſe. Death indeede isa debt due 
to nature, and a debt that nature 
lookes to have payd; but yet na- 
ture is not ſo-unjuſt, to looke that 
a debt ſhould be payd her more 
then once - and therefore the body 
baving payd the debt once, by 
dying oncc: if it can get toriſe a- 
gaine, and live, it will not bethen 
in natures debt any more,and there- 
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fore cannot naturally dy any more, | 


but ſhall live for ever. 

But why 1s there no mention 
madein our Creed, of the Immor- 
tality of the foules that of this 
poynt, there might be left no ſcru- 
{ ple; for as long as this is in ſuf- 
pence, wee ſhall neceſſarily fall into 
the errour of the Sadduces, and ne- 
ver beleeve the ReſurreRion of the 
body. Is it nor, thatthe Immorta- 
litie of the ſoule, is therefore not 
made an Article of our Creed; 
becauſe it is not ſo properly credi- 
ble, Per fidem, as demonſtrable per 
| arte: there being ſo apparent rea- 

ſons for it, that even the Hearhen 
themſelves have nor denyed it; 
arid one of their owne Poets could 
ſay: 

Payte tamen melicre me, ſuper aa terennrs 

Aſtra ferar; 
meaning his ſoule,. Befides, what 

need 
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need is there of mentioning it, when 
it 1s ſufficiently intimated, or in- 
n| || cluded * rather, in theſe two laſt 
-| || Articles. For if we beleeve the re- 
's| || ſurre&ion of the body, we cannot 
-| || doubt of the Immortality of the 
-| || ſouley ſceing the body cannot riſe, 
oO| | | without the ſoule: and if we be- 
- leeve the Life Everlaſting, we Ccan- 
e| | [ not but belceve the ſoule to bee 
- | | | Immortall; ſeeing without the 
c 

? 


ſoule, there can be no lifeatall, 

And now wee are come to the 
| | laſt Article of our Creed, which 
r| | | may well bce the laſt, ſeeing it 
. | | |bringsus tothat which 1s —_— 
| ine. And here it may not beunfit, 
to cxamine a little the extent of this 
Everlaſting life : ſceing it is not 
momentary, and fading, as our pre- 
ſcnt life is ; but continuing and laſt- 
ing, without having any 1-ſt: thar 
if we ſay, it ſhall laſt a Thouſand 
| yeares, | 
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ii] years,if a million of thouſand years! || a 
ii | if ſo- many. millions. of thouſand} ||e 
fi} yeares, as there arc ſands in the ſea: | || y 
ji although- an infinite incomprehen-| || 
ti | ible extent of time: yet wee ſhall} || 6 

ul expreſle but a very {mall part, or| | 
Wi! | rather indeed, no partat all of ity} || y 
un ſecing, of thoſe, kow many ſoever,| || n 
|| yet they wil! have an end arlaſt;| || y 
[| Everlaſtingnefie, never, It may| ||t| 
ll 1 beſt bee expceſt by number 1» ab-| | x 
Wl! | ftrafto, of which, when never lo] || 5 
: many have bin preceding; yet never || d 
W; | | the fewer will bee leftr benind, © | a 
Ci! | the wonderfu!nefle of everlaſting- | || ]; 
If nefle | enoughto amazc our appre-| || © 
| henſfion : fo wondertull, thir when| || {| 
| | wee hav- wondtred as much as we| |q 
"n can, wee may beginand wonder3- | '| a 
| | gaine; and he thor ſhall ſtand won-| | x 
dring all his life long - yet cannot | | x 
be thought to have wonared e-| | x] 
nough. Iuſtly.thercfore is: it ww I; 

an}; 
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| | of his words, affirmes more , thatit 
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an Article of our Creede ; ſeeing it 
exceeds onr capacity, it paſſeth our 
underſtanding, it tranſcends our rea« 
ſon ; onely Faith is apprehenſive 
of it. 
And where is if then, that this E- 
verlaſting life ſhall bee led e Is it 
not, that ofthe firſt thouſand years, 
we may perhaps give ſome account: 
that it ſhall be led, where wee ſhall 
reigne with Chriſt; for ſo Saint 
| || Fohnthe Evangeliſt, in plaine termes 
| delivers it : and Papiasa Biſhop, and 
a Schollerof Saint Fohns, who was 
| likely to have learned the meaning 
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ſhall be led heere upon carth, inall 
delights and pleaſures both of body 
'|and minde : and indeede, moſt of 
' the ancient Fathers of that Priml- 
tive time, runne together by a line in 
| this Expoſition, and yet by the 
later Fathers, is this Opinioncleane 
FS, explo- | 
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exploded : and the words of Saint 
F-hn expounded ina farre differing 
ſenſe, and not without cauſe - for ſee- 
ing 1t1s truely ſaid, that fleſh and bloud 
hal not enter inte the kingdom of heaven, 
there isno likelihood, that bodily or 
ficſhly plcaſures ſhall ever be allow- 
ed to haveplace in that kingdome. 

Is it then, that there ſhall be a #ev 
heaven. and 4 new earth , and then this 
lifc Everlaſting ſhall be led ? And 
it i5indeed moſt likely, that as our 


| bodies ſhall riſe, though in rheir old 


ſubſtance, yetendued with new qua- 
lities : So heaven and earth, where 


alteration ; that ſo there may bee a 
correſpondence between our bodies 
and them , which could not be, if the 
qualitiesof heaven and earth, were 
not aſwell altered, as of our bodies. 
Butwhenis it that this life Everla- 
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they areto abide, ſhall ſuffer the like | 


ſting ſhall beginne ? Indeed as ſoone | '| v 
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as this momentary life ſhall end; bur | 
yer, but in part : and therefore we be- | 


ee ee ee 
—__—— 


|leeve the reſarrectionof the body, firſt ; 
and then be life everlaſting, after : be- 
| cauſe, although theſoule in irs kind, 
| be living till; yer till the body riſe 


againe, there will be no perfect life; 


|and it is not intended, that our lite 
| ſhould be ever/aſting, in the imperte- 


aion of it, whichis the ſeparation of 
the ſoule from the body; butthat the | 


| body riſing againe, and joyning with 
| the {oule, it ſhall then bee everlaſting. 

| Andnow.my ſoule, conſider the dit- 
| ference of our future life, from this 


that is preſent; which ſhal be ſo much 
longer then this, as eternity, then a 


| moments, and ſo much better then 
| this, as happineflethen miſery. 


But wherein ſhall the happinefle 
of our future life confiſt 2 Forif bo-. 


| dily pleaſires be reſtrained,there will 


want a great part of that, which wee 
_ now} 
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now count happineſſe, Indeed bodi- 


is better then the body: how much 
the reaſonis better then the ſenſe; {0 


life, bee betrer then the pleaſures of 
our preſent life, and if this doe not 
:{ufficiently expreſſe the difference, 
Rememberthen how Chriſt hath cx- 


ture life ſhill bee ſuch, as neither eye 
hath feene, wor eare heard, neither hath 
it entred into the heart of man : and 
by this, certainely we may well con- 


But whataretheſepleaſvres, which 
eye. hath zot ſeene, nor eare hath heard ? 
Indeed, it wee could tell, yvec ſhould 
make Chriſts yvords but vaine ; ” in 

ome 


ly pleaſures will be reſtained, but not | 
pleaſures of the body : but the body be- | 
ing raiſed np a ſpiritual body, the plea- |! 
ſuresalſo of the body, ſhal be ſpiritu- | 
all pleaſures. And how much the ſoul |! 


' muci ſhall the pleaſures of our future | 


preſt it, that the pleaſures of our fu- | 


ceive the infiniteneſs of the difference. | 


| 
| 


| 
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| ceive them : For vvhat eye hath | 
| ſeene the faces of Chermbizs in their 
| brightneſle - Whar care hath heard 
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|| what the glory of the Almighty 
| Godis; and what joy it will be to 


| leaſt, would raiſe up our minds from 


| are they onely the godly, oras well 
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ſome ſort, perhaps, vvec may con- 


the melody of Angels intheir ſweet- 
nefle © But which is moſt of all, into 
what heart of man hath it entred, 


us, to be admitted into his bleſled | * 
preſence 2 O my ſoule, theſeare 
pleaſures, which if wecould appre- 
hend, would drive us into extalie, at 


groveling in the baſe pleaſures of 
this vaine world, 

And whoare they that ſhall bee 
partakers of this lite Everlaſting ? 


alſo the wicked 2 Indecd as well the 
| wicked, as the £odly.; but not the | 
wicked, ſo well as the godly. For 
 alas,the wick<d thall live everlsſting- | 


| ty 
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ly indeed ; if it may bee called life, 
which is infinitely worſe then any 
death, to bee 1n perpctuall tormenr, 
and paine inſufferable : Onely the 
godly ſhall live everlaſtingly ; the 
life which is onely worthy to bee 
called life , in perpetuall joy, and 
happineſle unſpeakable. 

Oh then, if our lives ſhall necc(- 
farily bee everlaſtizz, and that the 
happinefle of the everlaſtingneſlc 
depends upon this moment we now 


live. Let us endeavour to ſpend our 
ſhorttime ſo ; that our eve: laſting- 
nefle, may be in joy, and not in mi- 
ſery. O my ſovle, be alwaies chick- 
ing of this word Never : Never hall 
the torments of the wicked h:yean | 


godly have anend: nutatiera thoiwys- | 
ſand yeares, not after a million of 
yeares, not after a million *t injlli- 
ons of Ages ; but Never, Never , 


wir Ki | 


end; Never ſhall the joyes of the | ' 
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which if wee could apprehend, or 
would bur conſider, it would cet- 
talnely bea Remorato us; and givea 
ſtop toallour vaine courſes, 

And now having briefly run over 
theſe Articles of our C reed, we may 
doe well to conſider, how happy the 
Chutch of God ſhould be, ifit would 
conrent it ſelfe with theſe Articles,as 
once it 1d : For then the little Barke 
of Chriſt ſhoul4 not bee toſſed with 
{o many tempeſts of Sch:ſmes;thould 
not betorn with{o many rents of Di- 
vition as now it is; br ſhould enjoy 
the unity of faich in the bond of 
peace: where now, while new Ar- 
ticles are dayiy ob:ruded upIn our 
Coniciences, we {-:m to he1n worſe 


of thc Law:they overvv :eclmed with | 


indced wich borh. 
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